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Hr* Seth 1* Gordon, 

Beoretary, Game Qoaialss lea* 

Harrisburg* Pennsylvania* 

Bear Hr. Gordon* 

lour letter of Janaary 2$ has been receive * and i am mmfo In¬ 
terested in what you say about reports haring washed you recently from. 
various parts of .the state Indisating that there ar© really a larger 
number of haifbreed XSesdOsa <pall than lad Seated by the mate obtained - 
by Doe tor Tastes re. 

I agree with you that the lavestlgat leas has net reached the stag® 
ehioh would Justify its publication and Intend to have it t&tenup m 
a mm extensive seal© in both Pemsylvaaia and JJaryland, covering mm 
of bote states which should give us a far better basis ©a trhleh to draw 

eons las ions • 

1 shall be very glad indeed’ to have your friendly cooperation 1st 


this matter next fall* 


Sincerely yours. 


:..P' 


Ihiof of Bureau. 
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Honorable Seth Gordon 


P* h 


©f birds examined this past fall that appear t© be descended fra® th© 
IJexic an ©took, it appears that a ©spy larg art of the ’ intitKluoed 
birds A® or are killed without having fere&t is other words, the number 
of Pexioan quail that succeed in establishing themselves Haider the new 
eonditlons that they encounter eeeuas to lie relatively snail. As a ©oa- 
sequence, in Dr. Wetaore % , inion, the importation ©f quail frc. 

Mexico doe® not seem desirable, saw® into Idealities where the native 
birds have been wholly or nearly eat®floated, Where there is a Mail 

Stock of native quail left after ©xoessive hunting or loss da® to heavy 
winters, it |p considered tetter policy to afford the native birds 
absolute protection for a period to enable thee to recuperate their 
numbers. In several instances during the past fall, quail secured 
fro© areas where it was supper -d that nothing but Mexican birds would 
bo found, have proved to be natives In spite of the fact at lexieaa 
.Stock had teen released in the regions considered in scut numbers, 
fher© have teen mmmrmm insfsmm where over extensive areas quail : 

at© been nearly wiped out by severe winter wee. -t, '•iv* « '-ndd 

their former abur m after two or more years of a te prot< 

ftm investigations just outlined have r areeting . 

struotive,rjf-e»& it ie te be regretted that further 
been spent In looking into this matter. 

test wishes, I a m > : 


you Ft, 


Chief of Bureau. 



Account of 

A. ZAPPONE, 
DISBURSING CLERK 

MAIL THIS VOUCHER 
DIRECT TO YOUR 
BUREAU. 


l>ept. Form No. 101. 

Comptroller of Treasury, Feb. 24, 1921. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 




DUPLICATE, 

W K, 93665 

Voucher No__ 

DO NOT SIGN IN DUPLICATE 


Bureau No. 


OFFICIAL STATION. 

■</* . jyC' 

TEMPORARY/STATIOTJ. 


SCHEDULE OF FUNDS ADVANCED UNDER ACT OF JUNE 3, 1902 (32 STAT., 303), 
AND VOUCHER FOR TRAVELING, STATION, AND FIELD EXPENSES, AND 
FOR PER DIEM, PAID FROM FUNDS SO ADVANCED. 


APPROPRIATION : 


Amount due the United States per previous account 
Amount advanced to me since previous account- 


Total, 


Expenditures from funds advanced for traveling, station, and field expenses, and for payment of per diem allowance, as per 

.. 192 Z, 


itemized statement herein set forth, incurred in the discharge of official duty from ..... 

to_ . Tin)---*/-- .— .192 under written authorization from the Secretary of Agriculture, No.- T-JZic.-. 

dated. / __.l_, 192.2k, a copy of which is on file in the Treasury Department. 

Amount Claimed____— 

Balance now due the United States..-.—...——---- 


—» 


DUPLICATE 

REFERENCE MEMORANDUM 

This MEMORANDUM is for reference purposes only. The employee submitting the voucher should make above a literal transcript 
of the account before forwarding the voucher for settlement. DO NOT DETACH THIS DUPLICATE. It will be returned to you 
by the Disbursing Clerk with such notations as may be necessary. 


Name 




Official title _ 


Address 



MEMORANDUM OF ACTION TAKEN BY DISBURSING CLERK 

V 

Funds advanced by check No._»§.^§_898dated_—., 192 *-*, drawn on the Treasurer of the 

United States in favor of payee named above. 

Differences as follows: _._&USp©llgionS.............. 


Balance due the United States 


AMOUNT. 




3£- 


21 


3.J— 


st 


/3. JX 


13 


20 


T5Z 


t .r 


. 4 * 


Kindly correct your record accordingly and enter this amount as due the United States at the head of your next expense account. 

Respectfully, 

v / ' 

r / L j* ^ ^ / / # 

.. Disbursing Clerk. 


8—2849 
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THE SURVEY 


3 - 


IT ovemb er, 1922. 


/ 


From October ~y~i to November 4, Dr* Alexander Wetmore was in sout hern 
Pennsylvania s tudying the status of the Texas boowhite, introduced locally 
in considerable numbers under the name of Mexican quail* The introduced birds 
seemed to have done well, and quail were as common as could be expected in a 
region where hunting is extensive. Specimens taken included some of the 
original native stock, as well as a number that are crosses between the na¬ 
ive and introduced forms* The work was done in cooperation with the Secre- 
ary of the Pennsylvania Game Commission. 


The Intinduction and Present Status of Mexican Quail 


in Pom sylvan! a. 


At noon cm October 31, 1922, by previous appointment, I met 
Mr. Seth 1* (Jordon, Secretary of the ©am© Commission of Pennsylvania, 
in Harrisburg, Pa., and in company with Mr. Gordon, was occupied until 
Hovember 4, in an investigat3 on of the result of extensive introduction 
of bobwhites or quail of the form Colima virplnianus tammift. . from 
northeastern Mexico into Pennsylvania. On the afternoon of October 31, 


we proceeded to IcOonnellsburg, in Fulton County, and on the day follow- 
lug, worked in a region near Big Cove Creek six miles south of the town 
mentioned. On Kovember 2 m came east to the vicinity of Sdenville, in 
Franklin County, and on Novaraber 3 and 4, we were occupied in an area 
east and north of Carlisle, in Cumber2and County. The regions visited 
were those There Mexican quail had been introduced in numbers by the 
Game Commission. Attempt was made to find as many coveys of birds as 


possible, and to ihoot two or three birds from each covey. All travel 
was performed in Hr. Gordon's auto at the expense of the Game Commission 
On the evening of November 4, I returned to Washington. 







According to Infonsation supplied by Mr. Gordon bobwhites from 
Mexico were first introduced in Pennsylvania in 1915. In that year a 


small number were brought in, but extensive introductions were not made 
until 1916. In all 51,500 birds hare been imported into the State. 

About 25,000 of vfolch were introduced in the two year® past* These 
birds were purchased at prices ranging from #15 to $30 per dozen from 

Or. Prank Kent, 0. I. Brewster, Win. J* Sactoimen, fa* Learn, W« A. (Snake) 

>!., 

' ft.’•, • ' 

King, and the American Mexican Bird and Animal Company (of Laredo). She 
stock sacuredms released in the southern .half of the State in the area 


south of the irregular line indicated m the accompanying map. "/inter 
climatic conditions in more nofcthern sections are too severe to warrant 


introduction of foreign birds. 

She introduced quail were released especially in regions where 
native birds had been shot out. They were turned out usually In early 
spring In pairs, though sometimes seven or eifjit were released in the 
same vicinity. 

The following figures indicate the birds set at freedom in Pulton 
and Chamber land Counties, the two areas vhere X made the most of my 
observations! lumber released. 


Year. 

Fulton County 

1 

1916 

144 

1918 (spring) 

0 

1918 (winter) 

0 

1919-1920 (winter 

ad 

spri ng) 

183 

1920-1921 

346 

1921-1922 

360 

Total 

1033 


1 Includes Franklin County adjacent. 


Cumberland County. 

240 

30 

0 

245 

412 

504 


1431 

















As a preliminary to discussion of the skins collected as specimens 
during this ’work characters of typical native quail Qolinua v. virginianus 
and of Mexican quail C. x* .teacanu® may be summarized as follows: 

(a) £• 1* vlrMnlanug .—Size large; back, head, and flanks varying 
from russet to hazel, distinctly rufoscent; tertials, scapulars, and back 
with large blotches of black; dark bars on under surface narrow. 

(b) C. v. texams .—Size snail; back, head, and flanks grayish car 

igfPlNIp wpppp w * m w 

olivaceous brown, rufescent tinge if present confined to upper back and 
hind neck; black blotches on tertials, scapulars, and back small or absent ; 
dorsal surface with &ne but distinct cross bars of buff; black bars cn 
under surface broad®* and heavier. 

fhe so-called '^Mexican** bird is distinctly grayish above and has 
the under sarface very heavily bar red with black, characters that distin¬ 
guish it at a giro'oo from typical virdLalaiias . 




During this work attempt was made, not to secure large northers of 



the assumption that as it was the beginning of the hunting season and the 
birds had not bean scattered, each covey represented In the main the off¬ 
spring of one pair of birds, ani that its members would show more or less 


similar character®. 













H.uai 1 were farily oormron through the region visited, but coveys 
were frequently difficult to locate. On November 1 south of IfcQonnellsburg 
we encountered four coveys of birds. Four specimens taken {!k>s, 6727 to 
6730} o mm from three tends, while 1 examined birds killed by others from 


the remaining bunch, as well as from two o ther coveys found hr; other 
hunters north of town. Those all seem to be the native stock. Mexican 


quail hake been introduced here in numbers, but native quail have per¬ 
sisted in greater abundance tore in Fulton County than elsewhere, as they 
have been hunted less and have had better cover. 


On lovember 2, in the vicinity of Sdenville, in Franklin County, 
only one corey ms located from which we secured four birds (Sos. 6731 to 
6734). These birds came from an area where a dozen Mexican quail had been 
released the season previous. They clearly indicate that they are hybrids 
between the native and introduced birds. All are barred heavily with 
black below. One is distinctly rafascent above with the heavy black 
markings of virMnianus. A second is rufesceitfc to a less degree and has 
the black markings more broken and many fine light cross-barrings on the 
feathers, while the third Is almost as grayish as typical t exam a though 
having more black on secondaries, back and tertials. The fourth bird of 
which only the wing was preserved resembled number two. These four are 
distinctly intermediate between the two forms and show a blend of the 
characters of the two parents. 







On Ho venter 3 near Carlisle a covey on the Government reservation 
yielded two birds (Hog. 6736 and 6737} that while nearest vlrPin!anus may 
have an infusion (two or sore generations back} of texams blood as they 
are slightly paler above than typical virgin lamas and one is marked more 
heavily below. 

On this day I examined 21 <pall from four coveys, killed by other 
hunters, twenty of these were more or less typical native birds. One 
however (So. 6735) an adult male that la Just completing the molt is 
typical texanus . and appears to be on© of the Imported birds that had 
been released, this bird may not haw© bred for some reason, and may 
simply have been associated with a ban® of native birds. 

On the following day, near Carlisle, two coveys were located, tbs 
first, from which two quail were $*ot (los. 6738-6739) came from an area 
where a number of Mexican quail had been stocked, are hybrids between 
the two forms, they are birds of the year, and show a marked tendency 
toward texanus . 

the second covey from which on© bird ms taken (lo. 6740) was com¬ 
posed of large well^raarksd native birds. three quail from another covey, 
killed by other hunters were also the native form. 

the specimens secured may be tabulated as follows? 

typical G, £. Xte l nA mi..... 5 

G. x* virM.nl anas with questionable infusion of tex.anus blood . 2 

typical jg> X* texanu . .. • ....1 

Hybrids between virMadams and &gaRHf.. 

total 14 

Of two additional quail, male and female, taken November 11 by game 
protector H. H. Gibb near Carlisle, and forwarded to Washington for examina¬ 
tion one is also an evident hybrid and apparently is a first cross since it 













shows a strong tendency toward taxsama* The otter, m adult male, is 


typical t exams , pro bat 2y one of the original introduced stock. 

Stetehti. of Quail. 

Specimens secured when not damaged badly in shooting were weighed 

Besults (in gram) are given in the follow fee tablet 

• *. 

£ol.,te§. £» XtEg to Uffl ft * 


So, 

8728, male, IcOonnellsburg, 

, Pa. , Sow# 1, 

1922 

192 

> 

f* 

6729, * «* 

n tt tt 

ft 

188 

n 

ft 

6740, " Oarlisle, 

ft ft A 

“ f 

ft 

197 

n 

#t 

6727 .female, McConnellsburg, 

ft ft I 

I * • 

tt 

196 

•tt 

«* 

6737, " Carlisle, 

" » 3, 

tt 

185 

tt 


Coijnus v. texenus. 





So. 

6735, male, Carlisle, Pa., 

Sow. 3, 1922 


157 

grams. 


%brid £. i. Itelalgs X Mmsm* 

• 



So. 

6731, male, S&euvill®, Pa*. 

, lov. 2, 1922 

• ^ 

170 


*1 

6732, ** « " 

ft ft tt 


176 

ft 

ft 

6733, m n n 

ft ft ft 


184 

ft 

ft 

6734,female, n M 

ft ft ft 


180 

tt 

n 

6738, male, Carlisle, " 

t< 4 ft 


155 

ft 

it 

6739,female, " « 

ft n ft 


172 

ft 


Disparity in sis© between vjr/dnlanus and texanus is 

evident at a 


glance.' It will be noted that the hybrid® are usually intermediate in 
weight between the two parent forms. 












From this brief investigation it appears that JS. v. turmw ®ay 

' 

establish itself in regions itiere it has been stocked in Pennsylvania, 
but that in spit© of the 1&*%q numbers that have been brought in that 
it is not the dominant bird of the region* It appears to hybridize with 

u r M- ^ ,! - < •’ 

■ \ \ . - i,' f < _ - . 

the native yJLral.alaaeaa* md cross-bred birds exhibiting a mingling of 
characters of the parent stocks, with, a predominance in favor of 
vlrfdnlatma . ®iis will eaplain claims made by sportsmen that the Introduced 
quail rapidly assume the color, imrkings, and size of the native bird. 


Several)or 30, 1322 


A* W®tmxe* 







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


0-F 


November 23, 1922 


Mr. Alex Wetmore, 

Assistant Biologist, 

Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. G. 

Dear Sirs 


In the examination of your reimbursement account for the period 


October 31 to November 4, inclusive, under your letter of authorization 
No. 98-Bi, the following difference is noted: 


Disallowed $0.20 


November 3, Excess subsistence. Breakfast 65^, dinner 50^, 


supper 75^, waiter fees 30^, lodging $3.00. Total $5.20. Maximum al¬ 
lowance §5.00. 


Amount claimed - - - §21.59 
Difference as noted .20 


Approved for - - $21.39 


Very truly yours, 



y. J. Cohnan. 

In Charge of Accpunts 


EJC-.trrpd 




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 




DR.CHARLES B. PENROSE ,President 


JOHN M . PHILLIPS, h/tce-lPresiderLt 

P1TTS BURGH 


HARRISBURG 


PH l LAD ELPH1A 



WM. S. ELLIS 


DR. H. J. DONALDSON 

Wl LLIAMSPORT 

JOHN S. SPEER 

ST. MARY 


BRYN MAWR 


OFFICE OF TH E 


SETH E. GORDON, Sncretary' 
HARRl S BURG 


BOARD OFGAME COMMISSIONERS 


CAPITOL BUILD PNG 


HARRIS B URG.PA. 


Hov. 21, 1922 


Dr. A. Wetmore, 

c/o Biological Survey 


Washington, D.C 


My dear Doctor 


Upon returning to the office after an ah 


sence of a few days, I find your letter of November 
10th on my desk. 


I have instructed Protector Gibb to send 


you some additional specimens, and if I can get an 
opportunity to get into several coveys of birds and 
get some specimens that will be worth while, I will 
try and send you some before the end of the month. 

I will certainly be glad to learn from you the re¬ 
sults of your investigation in Maryland. I tried to 
get some specimens for you in Adams county on Novem¬ 
ber 11th. We got into two different coveys, one of 
them natives beyond any question, and the other Mex¬ 
icans bSyond any doubt. In the Mexican covey we 
killed the old hen, but the dogs mutilated her so 
badly that she was not desirable for your purpose. 

We also killed four young birds out of that covey, 
but their plumage was not yet fully developed, so that 
I did not think you would desire them for your collect¬ 


ion. 


Very 





Secretary, Game Commission 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. ©. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 

0*P 

Travel Instr. 


October 28, 1922 


Dr. Alexander Wet mo re, 

Bureau of Biological Survey, 

Washington, D.O. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

In accordance with your Letter of Authorization No. 98 -Bi 
you are directed to proceed on or about October 31 * 1922, to 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where you will get in touch with Mr. 
Seth E. Gordon, Secretary of the Pennsylvania State Game Commis¬ 
sion. We desire to secure specimens of the Mexican quail that 
have been introduced into Pennsylvania recently, and Mr. Gordon 
has kindly offered to cooperate in this matter. It is reported 
that the introduced birds in question have produced good covies 
this season^ The specimens are wanted to determine whether or 
not they have been modified by change in environment, or whether 
they have bred true to their parent stock. 

The work outlined above should require from five days to a 
week for its completion. When it is finished you should return 
to your official station, Washington, D.C. 

With best wishes, I am 


Very truly yours, 

U YtHeAJuA^rir^ y 


Acting Chief of Bureau. 


Form Bl-359 

April, 1922 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


s® 


-- —i'- _ 


Bi 


ALLOTMENT, AND INCREASE OR DECREASE. 


••fiber 2,§» 1922. 


.~Dr*. Alex* .T/jBimQr.e®. 


.assistant Biologist 


Dear Sir: 


By direction of the Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, the sum of 


00 


has been 


added to 


he amount allotted for expenditures 


under the appropriation ’'General 


enses, Bureau of Biological Survey, 192 3 

/ ' - } . r y ’ / - ' "i 


If 


SYMBOL WO. 19 (Investigation of Wild Animal Li 

(Show this number on each account charged hereto.) 




luring this fis.cal 


year, under Letter of Authorization So 


98 


'TO' 


-Dl . , 


. H • f q pi 

ltd 0 b II 


July 11, 1922 


This is for the purpose of covering expenses incurred in connection with 
ibove project. 

Liabilities may be incurred against this amount not to exceed: 

2nd Quarter 130.00 

Unexpended balance may be carried forward into the following quarter. 


You will be held responsible for compliance with the terms of your Lot' 
of Authorization and for keeping within the amount of your allotment. IP YOUR 
TOTAL ALLOTMENT IS EXCEEDED WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY OBTAINED WRITTEN AUTHORITY OP 
THE CHIEP OP THE BUREAU, THE EXCESS WILL NOT BE MET BY THE BUREAU, UNLESS 
(1) THERE IS MONEY AVAILABLE PROM THE PROPER APPROPRIATION AND (2) A SATIS¬ 
FACTORY EXPLANATION IS MADE POR FAILURE.TO SECURE IN ADVANCE THE NECESSARY 
INCREASE. • 


V 


ery . truly yours, 


n*p 

!. J. Cohnan. 


-254- 


In Charge of Accounts. 


GOVKRNMKKT rjUVI UvU 01 KM H 




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 


DR.CHARLES B. PENROSE ,President 

PHILADELPHIA 

JOHN M.PH1 LLl P S, Vtce-JPresidenjb 

PITTSBURGH 

W. B.McCALEB 

HARRJ S B U RG 



OFFI CE OF TH E 

BOARD OFGAME COMMISSIONERS 


CAPITOL BUILD TNG 


HARRIS B URG, PA. 


DR. H. J. DONALDSO N 

Wl LLIAMSPO RT 

JOHN S. SPEER 

ST. MARY 

WM. S. ELLIS 

BRYN MAWR 


SETH E. GORDON, Secretary 
HARRISBU RG 


October 14, 1922. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

c/o Biological Surrey, 

Washington, D. C* 

My dear Sir: 

W e send you herewith, by registered letter, 
Kon-Hesident Hunter's license Do. 7641 with tag to 
correspond. This license is sent gratis, as per 
arrangement with the Biological Survey. 


US. 

Ends. 


Respectfully yours. 



Secretary, Game Commission. 
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DON’T FAIL TO CARRY THIS LICENSE AND DISPLAY YOUR TAG WHILE HUNTING 


$ 10.00 


LICENSE No. 764 1 

PENNSYLVANIA NON-RESIDENT HUNTER’S LICENSE 

This license is issued under the -provisions of the act of May 3, 1917, entitled “An act for the better protection of wild 
animals and birds and fame within this Commonwealth, requiring non-residents to procure a license before hunting in this 
Commonwealth, providing penalties for violation of any of its several provisions,” etc. 


Marne, 


A, 


■ •••- •£ mm mm 




- f" . 


. Post Office Address, 


ft 


<&> 


Height, . Co..... j3. Complexion, 


Color of Hair, 


3 (o 



Color of Eyes, 





Age, . 

Remarks,/... 

Tubs license entitles the owner thereof^to hunt in any part of this Commonwealth! during the game season of that 
calendar year in which it is issued, under the terms and prescriptions of existing law. The license is not transferable and 
is more in the nature of a tax receipt than license, as it does not pretend to authorize hunting or shooting upon lands with¬ 
in the State contrary to the wishes of the owners thereof, or hi violation of the wishes of the person controlling such lands. 
It does not authorize the taking or killing of animals or birds protected by any other law of the State, contrary to the pro¬ 
visions of that law, and permits the capture or killing of game only during what is knoivn as the open season for such game 
in this Commonwealth. 

Game, except elk, may be carried out of the State by the holder of this license in such manner as prescribed by law, 
that such licensee has lawfully taken not exceeding during the season the number that any one person may lawfully kill 
in any one day. 

See to it that your tag number corresponds with the number of your license. Display your tag so it is plainly visi¬ 
ble from the rear at all while hunting. You must show your license on demand. 

Issued, .OCT I ’... wg 


Good Jor the game season of 192. 


r/ 


SEE BACK FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PREVENT FOREST FIRES. 


. --tocretwj fit Ofi iy rn j -.ts j q r. 

T reasurer of . 

Pennsylvania. 

DON’T SMOKE WHILE MOVING IN THE WOODS 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

board OF GAMC commissioners. 

GAME PROTECTOR DISTRICTS 

AND 

STATE GAME REFUGES 



WARREN 


CRAWFORD 

63 |, 

MS/KER 


MCKEAM 


'CeAUMSO FOREST-.- I ELK 

e\SC II hs 


&S 


POTTER TiOQA 

• 38 @ 

x®_ C 


BRADFORD 

1 av 


S USQUCM*** 


I LYCOMING 


LAW/fERcA/-BUTLER i 


\J9SAV£R 


®S39y ciAv),, ^\ 26 (?) 

( TCFFe/?SM\, - — 1 , / 

\m SI “*A 7',;, 37\ W 

36 


_, *1/ - / WYOMING f ^ 

S*?iv I (R)>3 


LO.ERNE 
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*' 10 


Mat*Roe' 


*« hST *° /A*/W» 

“A* k 


/RUEGRENY' 
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>>> ) 

56 °* S_ 

55 | ’ 




(l) Sto-te Game Re^ajes. 


CAMBRIA 

-K 


Ji 

ft ¥2 

k z' \ 


f /X%^TS\^r 6 A 

©nvv^A V 8 >x A / x\ 

sLY? \ 3 @/> 5- \r; 


9 A-3 3 


\ 30 @Kr 

^33p2 V^R, 19 

GB Auxiliary Gam? 


DIST. 

NO.: 


POST OPFXCE ADSftESS: 


EXPRESS ADDRESS: 


Ja-tne* H. Ca.t-po-rtt.CM, . 

Warren Fretz, .. . 

<7© A-e mja-h S- Reinert, . 
7aMr/s E. Afc Cannon, ■ 
Sa.7n.ue/ A. Keene, .... 
Chas.F FenstermaHeP, 
J~a-7nc s D. Geary, .,. , , 
B& 7 ij0-77(177A. Wright - 

PVt/7. //. /V! err/ 7TJ, , , , , 
To^Tt. H.HorTT becH .... 
Sidney M.BhinK, .... 
George H • H/ia.t moos , . . 
Walter D. Young, , . . , 
IV////am ArmR7nun-. 

E/777eA^./^//, ...... 

James L. Boy le , ..... 
Albert F //a-ft wig , ,. 
\N i ll i am L. /Sac/i, . . . 
IV///mm C. Steve77S, . 
Id. s. X / g h L n. ... 
5. F Zett/emoyer-, , , 

Harry W. Fit // er ; .... 

yfl. Lincoln. Cox,.- , 

G eo rye IX Mc Ca be ..... 

2. G. Hoyt, . 

Charles H. Snyd er, . 

Miles Reeder, . 

Hugh. H. Groni nge/-,. 
S. Mauri ce ShuTer, . . 
Ha. a a/ & *'5 b, ..... . 
Leo 5. Bushman, . . . 

flay O. Dun Hl&, . 

John D.Berrierj. . , 

B.A.Bens on.,. 

Ralph E. Af* Coy,. 

Charles Batchelor ,.. 

Grant Stout, . 

J". /?. Haze/et, . 

John B. Ross, . 

W 771 . J Do.vi 3 , . 

Fro. nAf A. Hye*-S. . 

£// Ritchey, .. 

Harvey £. B/tt7ier, . . 

£n oc /» S. /y/ Her, . 

Id do FI. Lew is, . 

Da.isicL A.Zu}a .//,...... 

£. W. Tur /ey, ........ 

Curl 3. Jenson,, . . . . 
£/77i pa /. P/ ///ng , . . 
H<t.7 t~l //t-j £ A//’/son, .. 
H. N. Fen stama.Her, 

A. A/. Sr G.der', .. 

//. R.Arm brc/st, Jr. . . 
/fo tertG. Bryson. .. , 
CFt a.rles FI. S/tigs, . .. . 
Joseph. P. Kennedy, , 
Ra.Jp/L A. L/ph a. rt, . . 

Ra.y7noft.ei J-. Secuger, . 
Joseph FI- Curts,.,-. 
Sd.uraL.rcL A/. Ear *t n , . 
W///ia.7nJD'cMson* • 
Fra. 71. F F. Thurston , . 
Ra.y 7710 TLctO.tHcJ 7 t.tosh, . 

Walter S. Cross . 


Soy 3-yR, Chester, . Chester, . 

5SW. OaklandAu~e. Doy/estovurf, Roy/estcvn, .... 

Jox /9/, J-CLfxsaLa ./q . .... La.nscLa.lei, . 

fljS Awe. Coatesi////e Coa-tesw/He .. . 

Christ £a-7*a.,. Chr /st ia.nau, . 

3.39 A!. Ht h St. Rea-at i 7 iy, . Rea. d i ny, ...... , 

//■^8 (J 77 ion St .A//e 7 itown A//G 7 ltOW 7 l, ...... 

673 Perry St., £a.s ton., , Bct-ston, 

Bast Stroudsburg, .... Fa-st Stroudsburg 

D/ 7 rgma.n 5 Ferry, .. Ff//ford. .. 

Haw/ey,.. . //o w Ley, . 

Front rose, . . F/ont rose, . 

Tu nAhoL 77 rrocA, ......... TunMha 71 no cA.... 

//0 3Wa.tsonAve, Scranton, Sc Fan ton. ....... 

£l Par h PL R 1 ngsTon .. H/ngs ton , . ...... 

88 South, Flauch ChunK, . Ma*uch ChonH-, . . ... 

3/2 Gr eenu700cL r 7a-7na^ua, Ta m. a. <j la. a, 

A/e Ur 7 nan stoui/i, ...... Sh er/d- a. 7 i,(L eb. Co,). 

%56 VV. Cottayefl/,. Xoa-X, . JorK,.. , 

6/£ Peffer St., H bg., .... Ham's burg ...... 

/R 08 S(/s^ue/panna4vp, So 7 Tbury, Se/n bury, 
R.F. ZX /yo. 3 , 3 /oo 777 sbury , . blooms burg 
Rush ore ..... Bus hare, . 


7b wa. n. c4 a.. 


7b ivai 


Tioga, . T/oya.,. 

Ro 7 Ltours\fi//e . . /Contoursvi//e, . . . . 

^rSAee nSt./i/itUnborg, Af/yy/in b urg ,. 

Aja-C Royal, . A>/-£ Royal, . 

Box. "D" Liverpool, . Liverpool, . 

/g 5 Porter A-v&. Car/isCarl/s/G>, . 

A 64 BclC t/ 7 rtore, Gettysburg, Gettysburg, .. . 
// 6 A/,G/enn,Cha 7 nersborg, ChaTn bersburg, . . , 

AfcCoTine/lsborg, . Fort Loudon, . . ., 

6/3 Penn St,//o7Ltingd.on,Hc'7Lt/r7gdont r . . .. 

jgg Va.//ey St. Leuf/StowrL, Lewis town, . 

Phi // i ps burg, . Philips burg, , . . . , 

ffenovo,./?enovo,. 

Ga/eton, . G-a/eton, . 

SHo Broad. St.,Cmporiu 7 *t, Smporiu m .. 

3 Locust St., Clear/ie/dj C/ear/ie/cL, . 

16 / 3 - J6t n St., Altoona ,. Altoona, . 

Fverett, . Fver-ett, . 

ppgLarge St,,Feyersdale, Fleyersdale .. 

Fbe 7 is burg. . Fbertsburg, . 

//a a*c han d, .. n., .. 

£//nxsoCawxey. flanxsat'atvney,. 

7 So at A St, Rid 9 way, . Ridg w/a y ; . .. 

JJoxSH, Fit. Jewett,... . Fit, Jewett. . 

Box JS 3 , Irvine , . Irvin eton, . 

r/oTTC’.sr - ^..,. 7 Votz eszTa.,. 

C/a.rion . .. . C/arion, . 

R/SS. Je/ierson,Af/ttanni ng, Afittan ni ng, . 

A.F. D. US, Gree 7 zs burg, ... -Greensburg, . 

Aiic i«L, . 

WV'a-xAie.y&c/A-g,. Wcl ynes burg, .. . . 

Hg/lVWheel/n 9 ,Rlash/ 7 jgto 7 L, Wa-shington, . . . . 
33-*F.//rhAve. l/a 7 rtestead. Homestead, . . . . 

733. Qc>aySquare,Bea.wer, BeairsTf . 

23/ W.PscLr/St.,J3cA.tler t . Bu-t/er, .. .. 

/// //s V ///<?. ^ o Mr e/itr/'i/e. Oh. / o, . 

64Cha.7nbersA<re.Gree7uri//c, GreeniriJ/e, . .. . 

SA3 L ibertySt. FranM/in. Fra n Hi in . . 

726^ uriTiSt.Readvi/le, Meadlsil/e, . 

Q 5 / Alapier Place, Lawrence Fh-rHyErie, . ... . 


Bell RA/5-J 
183-J. 

" 30 -W, BroadwayHouse. 

3/Q-J Coatesw/He. 

" S7A&United/&-£. 

" M09~Ft . 

* kv. 

- a 6 78. 

" iS' 9, St ro vds besrg. 

Van P/Me Tel, C*.,tfP 3. 

Be// 6 9-P3. 

» 353 8 . Merchants 513. 

Si- W, 

" /8SS-J. 

- 77?$3-/y. 

" P/-9-F7. 

Un it ed 9£ £. 

Be// 7-R8 i. iTid gR-g. 
UnitecLaiKM, 

Bell 3537-W. 

'• 2*73-2, 

" 3 /- 3, Dushore Fx, 

IndepeTi d ent 69 
Farm, ers Flu ra/ P3-Z3. 

Beil 79S-R. 

" 1ST. 

United aj-RR. 

Bell ~ Liverpool Fx. 

" £6*7. 

Cum ber/andL Valley IR 8 Y. 

C.V. Phone BO-LjChambersburg, 

” H37- Hu7Lt in 9 cLo-tl. 

” P3/-R. 

Hey 7 it. &. Clear/ield Phone. 

Be a 38. 

" 16 8. 

" 883. 

60 -W. 

'• 88A6. 

County flAone 7-R8, 

£con o 7 ny Phone /J T’CBg/i). 

Bell PS7--T. 

" Ffarch and Fxchange. 

~ 8 6H-J. 

" IA9-R, Commercial 0r,; o -nH9i 
65. 

i s- Rg- Youngs vii/Q Fx. 

*. 7-R &. For est Co. Pho.JL 8 . 

" 737- J. 

” 9//, Hittan 7x. * ng Fxc h a7ige, 
" 66 7-R/3. 

South Pen nTel. Co. Ph one 
Beil R103-J. 

- IS So 

” S/S-H, Be a. ve/i 

' 737-J. 

SSR.7-R-8.-A/eur Ccust/G. 

•' 3*7/-^ Ind. 80 a.-X. 

PettoleuTn.Phone <o83. 

Be///•!3-Ffeadwi/Je £xc ha rvye. 

Fta.tu.al 88-853. 


o-n*?98-Z: 


GAF/F PRESSR V£ KEEPERS. 

7. W. F Ffa-sorL , . ..■ 

2. L. D-Pearich, . 

J, SeurarcL Sta/oy, . 

5 . John W. Fenton . 1 

5 . A/ormanW. Shaw iey, . , 

6, Harry J. W/Tigard, . . < 


J3ru.ce Woo/ewer . . 

Jesse Ft. Hass/ nger, . , 

\A/.0. HichS, .. 

W- J.JBa / ior, .. 

Geo rye Ryder, .. 

Fdur/n l/VC Carpenter, . 
George W. C eder berg . 
Harry Van deise. , . . . 
Step he 71 C.Baher, . . . 
Arth ur G. Logue ,.... 
R.£. Ha a.// nx an , .... . 

George F. Hunt, . 

Pa, u. i A. St a. mp, . 

J.A 771 7~n. o n. Bretz ..... 
etui F Osenha-ugA., 

John W-Bu-mgardney 
Fdurard 5ha. wy ...... 

John A' Sei/ert, . 

J Fra Tt. if C axrender, . 

j.Pu.sse/1 Spcuhr, , ,, 

J.B. Rear/c x , . 

£771 / / L. Hg/S o tx. , ... . 


C. A. L ight net; 


Box 70 6, Re 710170 

And-erson Cree M. . 

South Mount a-i/ti . 

Hew German to urn,. ■ - . 

Re c toA,. 

Co burn .. 

S/ate Ran .. 

Wiiiiam.sportCProc.Star Rt 

R.F.D.HJ, Reeds/ri //<s». 

White Ha wen .. 

Gau. Ids boro, CStar Route) 

Leroy, ..r 

Jamison C/tg, . 

R.FD.dtJ, Fmporiam . 

Conr a.d , .... 

RFO. Fg, Wei/sboro, . 

Sizerir/i/e, ... 

Ma tt a tat a nn cl ■ • - ...... 

RFC,\#i, AIdersoru, . . . . . 
R. F. D.±tg, Bed/ord, . 

LyHens ,. 

7?F.D.#I2, FUi/Tnont, . 

"Trou-gh. CreeKy . 

JVeur 7710-71 s ir/f/e.. . .. ,, 

Straigh-t. . 

R.FD. #8, Portage, . 

Pi tic Gr ove Fur 7i a_c a, 

She}jie/<I,%B/g5a.n Jot .. 

CHzr endon, . 


star Route, Petersburg, . 


Renoiro, . Be// 9/8-RR, RenovoFxch ange 

Clear/ield . H.8>C. CB e //)H9L. Clear/ield. 

Mont A/to, . Ben P931RJJ, Way nGS boro. 

Hour Germantown ” Bla/n Fxch.c171.ge. 

L/gon/er, . " 186 - 3 , Ligonler. 

Co bum . " fo-RA, Mi/lheim. 

S/ate Run, . " Waterin'He Exchange- 

.) Montoursw/i/e ..... l/Tv/ted 39 - 1 , Montourswi/le. 

PeecLsiriUe, . " 18 - 88 . 

White Haven , . Be/i FO-RS, WhiteHaven. 


G ou id S boro, . . 
(La geA-i n , , . . 
Jamison City 
£-mpor/u m 
Hu/l. . 

d 71 SO 77 ,/CL, . . . . 

S/xertri/le . . . 

McVeytour7a, . 
/Vo x © tt,,. 


" 7-3, Goa Ids boro. 

" Leroy Exchange . 

" R7-66, Benton Exc h., 

•* 903-R8, Em.p 0 riu. 7 n £x. 

- 6J-RP J-Aust 1 7i Cent rai. 

** We//sboro. 

'• 908 -Raz., Empor/u7n Ex. 

•• Mattauranna ExcharLye. 

Co m m o 71 wealth. /Be Il)l9-fiO - Ce Titernore- 

land Ex. 


Bed ford. .. 

LyHens, . " 31-S, Ly/rens. 

G/en/ron., . " // 8~ J3, AH/JI/nbu. rg. 

EnL r/AG7U, . Mur He S burg Rhone. 

Tionesta., . Forest County Phone. 

Straight, . Bell /5-R5- Jo bn so 71 bu rg Ex. 

P/ne Grove Furnace L/Tuited-Mt HoJJy 5 P r, nysEx. 


Ciatendoruy 


Petersburg, . Bell 5S-R31- Alexandria Exchange, 


7 - PAVELLUS/G. GAME PROTEC TORS. ... „ y 

A. Norman M. Wood., . Box SS3, Coateswi/ie, - . ./ 965-J 

B. M.E.ShermcL-ru, . Box S/, 3 SORaceSt.W.P<ttstoTu,^ / s on.,.. ^ j 0 R3 &. Citizens Mut'l HI W. 

C. A.L. Bud d, ... Troy, . . l/~oy t . .. » e » e // /Jo. 

D. John JS/autterbacA, . ZiRLogan St., Lewis town, Lew/stourn, . %2//6l73J Harrisburg . 

£T. Char/esB.Baum,... 306-89thSt.,Fhnbroo* t . Harrisburg, . Bell 6 / 73 -J, Harr/sb g. 

F. L H.Hoga.rth., . Smethport, . Smethport, . A3 

G. W.C.Kelly . DuBoiS, .. Du- . .. V)s & Petroleum 938, 

H. Her be rtL. Beatty, . . 633E/HSt.. FranKSin, . . Bo/l 30*3-3 

/ Henry J- Sines, . IS 09 E. W/asA, Neur Castle, Aleur Castle, . BeH 3o8 3 3. 

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OFGAM£ CO/lflfSSIOFERS. 

3HD FLOORFASrW/A/G, CAP7TOL BLDO- 

harr/sburg, pa. 

Complied Sepr.8o,/988. *• GORDON, SECRETARY. 

C.A.H. 
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PENNSYLVANIA'S GAME PPOGRAM 


ESPECI ALLY THE SPORT SMEW - LANDOWNERS * PROBLEM 


AND THE VAXES OR THE 


PENNSYLVANIA PRINTER’S LICENSE TAG 


X" 


resented at the 


SEVENTEENTH AM GAL 'C ON TEN T I ON 


r\ .? rp 

~w _L X x “ 


o 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GAME, FISH AND CONSERVATION COMMISSIONERS 


Held at 


Ma d i son; V i s c o n sin, 
September 4tii and 9 th, 1922 


As a matter of information to those interested, 


this paper has "been mimeographed and a copy is sent 
in the hope that it will he'of assistance to you. 
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PENN SYLVAN IA' S GAME PROGRAM 

. 1. 0 . . I mo mmm . . .. 

BY 

SETH E. GORDON 
Secretary, Game Commission. 


Mr.. president and Fellow Members; 

The subject assigned to me is not of my choosing, 

* ...» . - - . * i ' 

and while there are other phases of the work of conservation in. 
the discussion of which one is less likely to loosen an avalanche 

* * s- 

4 

of criticism, with the permission of the gentlemen arranging the 
program I will discuss principally the much-mooted sportsmen- 

landowners* question insofar as it applies to Pennsylvania. 

* . - **, 

* • ’ * 

Nevertheless, since this problem seems to be a serious one through- 

out all thickly populated portions of the United States, the soon- 

► , 

er the sportsmen and land-owners get together and understand each 
other the longer we .can continue our free, American system of en¬ 
joying the outdoors and keep from facing conditions that have 
prevailed in European countries for many years. 

To discuss this question intelligently, it will be nec- 
essary for me to give you a brief resume of the work of the Board 
of Game Commissioners of Pennsylvania, and the conditions as they 
exist there at this time. 

f 

* r ‘ , _ 

ESTABLISHMENT of board and service 

The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners was estab¬ 
lished in 1895 at "the instance of sportsmen’s organizations. 

They realized that more concerted action must be taken to secure 
proper observance of the game laws then on our books, and to im¬ 
prove upon those statutes as changing conditions demanded. The 

» •••» • A .. .» *-» > - 

Board, six in number, has always consisted of prominent sportsmen 
of the highest type, who in'their private life were experi e nced 
successful business and professional men. This Board is not a 
supervisory body, but an executive board having entire governing 

I 


1 







power 


The Members of the Board have never received &, single 


cent of remuneration for their services or expenses; on the 

other hand they have spent large sums of money out of their own 

• ■* • • - « * 

resources to further the cause they represent. With due cre¬ 
dit to the worthy gentlemen present, it is the opinion of our 
best sportsmen that a board of this type is far superior to any 
one-man organization, or to any organization in which the head 

of the Department has all the executive power and is assisted 

. * • , . 

by a supervisory board without power to control policies. The_ 

terms of the Members of our Board are three years each, but for- 

* . . • • • - * * * 

tunately for the sportsmen of the Keystone State three of the 

r 

Members of the Board have served continuously for eleven or more 
years. The president, Dr, Charles B. penrose, has served since 
1899, while''the Vice-president, Mr. .John M. Phillips, has been 
a Member since 19<#. The balance of the Board have served for 


lesser ‘periods. 


The continuance of the same Members over a 


rp"i 


number of years guarantees a continuity of policies and a stab¬ 
ility .throughout that could not be obtained without constantly 

I V . , ' 

shifting executive personnel -- something disastrous to any- 
conservation activity. The Game Commission of Pennsylvania 
has a1wavs endeavored to keep in the closest possible touch 
with the desires of the sportsmen, and has probably more nearly 
represented the rank and file among the sportsmen than any other 
type of organization could have done, largely because the Mem¬ 
bers themselves are well distributed throughout the State and 
are keeping in close personal touch with the sportsmen contin¬ 


uously. 


FUNDS -- HOW OBTAINED 
, - -. - ' 

No appropriation of any kind was made by the Legisla- 

< 

ture of 1895 that passed the organic law of our Board. Finally 
one of the leaders of the movement to establish the Board, the 
late Dr. .Joseph Kalbfus, was prevailed upon to undertake the 
executive work under the direction of the Board, and continued 

* • . .. ,, , .k*» . 

that work for a period of six years without any remuneration. 
Fortunately for Pennsylvania, he -remained in the work and dis¬ 
charged the duties devolving upon him with marked ability and 

- 2 - 








unusual credit to himself and his legion of friends until Aug- 

* * 

ust 10, 1S19 when he sacrificed his life in a railroad accident 
while in the performance of his duty. Finally the work of the 
Board did receive recognition and limited appropriations from 
the general funds of the State. The appropriations from 1097 


to 1913 inclusive were as follows; 

1897... 

1899.• 

■ 1901 .. 

1903.. 

1905- 

1907.•.• 

1909.. .. 

1911.. .• 

1913- 


68 e *«•«» *****•• 

8 • *©«•«»’ ♦<^|P*** 1 ^**'* 
»*«*»* («*»»♦*♦*♦** 


.* • 


800.00 (postage and 
■■ 800 . 00( exnressage only) 

3 , 000.00 
12 , 000.00 
20 , 000.00 
40,200 .00 

60 , 200.00 
57 , 200.00 
97 , 400.00 


Securing funds from general revenues was always a real 
problem for the sportsmen of Pennsylvania just as it has proven 
elsewhere} and the amount available entirely inadequate tor the 
large field to be covered. In 1913 the Pennsylvania Resident 

Hunter’s License Law was passed at the instance of the sports- 

.. . ’ * * 4 , 

rt “ * 

men and the funds paid in through this act were accumulated un¬ 
til June, 1915, since which time the entire cost of the work of 
the Pennsylvania Game Commission has been paid out of the funds 
collected from the sportsmen. In other words, since 1915 the 

sportsmen of Pennsylvania have "had their hands in their own 

, • * - • 

pockets" and the Members of the Game Commission all feel that 
they are simply the directors in a large corporation in which 
the sportsmen of the State are the stockholders. 

The annual issuance of licenses since the passage of 


car 


lav/ has 

been as foil 

YEAR 

RESIDENT 

1913 

305,028 

1914 

298,972 

1915 

262,355 

1916 

290 , 422 

1917 

315,474 

1918 

311,290 

1919 

401,130 

1920 

412,240 

1921 

462,374 


FOII- RESIDENT 

(Data n-&t tabulated) 
462 

532 

662 
58 


478 
1,128 
1,7-25 
1,763 

m .... * • 1 * 

The fee for the Resident Hunter's License is Si.00 
from v/hich the county Treasurers receive 100 , and the fee for 
the Tlon-Resident Hunter's License is $10.00, from which the 
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County Treasurers receive 50 jf. The 1922 issuance of licenses 
mill probably he somewhere between 47 i ,000 and 500,000. In pen- 

V • ♦ * . - , •• « .... . . • , '* 

nsylvania we issue with each hunter’s license a tag 3 1/2” x 
4 5/8" made of a good quality of fabricoid, on which are print¬ 
ed the number of the license and the number of the county in 

* ■ 

which issued for identification purposes. I will discuss the 
benefits of this tag later* 

ACTIVITIES SINCE 1915 


Q 

o 


ince .June 1 , 1915 , when we began operating exclu¬ 


sively with the funds supplied by sportsmen, the annual dis- 

• * • * * * 

bursements for all purposes have gradually increased until at 
this time the average annual expenditure is $500,000 per year. 
While a half million dollars Is quite a snug sum to spend an¬ 
nually in behalf of the sportsmen of Pennsylvania in compari- 

* 

son with $1,500 per year appropriated in 1901, it still does 
not permit intensive covering of the State in keeping with the 
rapidly growing population and ever changing conditions. We 


have in Pennsylvania an area of 45*,000 square miles. In 


1 


/ / ) 


when our Board was organized, we had a population og slightly 

over five million (5.000,000) with a goodly amount of virgin 

' • ...... . . * * *• • * 

forest still standing. Today with a population of nine mil¬ 
lion (9,000,000) people, the virgin forests cut and devastated 
and our highly developed industrial activities, with an increase 
of at least 300 to 500 per cent in the number of sportsmen In 
the State, the problem confronting us is an entirely differ¬ 
ent one from what it was in 1895* As the population increases, 

industrial activities are enlarged, an attendant increase in 
the number of hunters, these problems will gradually become 
more acute, and the same condition undoubtedly applies in a num¬ 
ber of other States today. • • 

The first principle of 'wild life conservation is the 


protection of the native breeding stock 


This means not only 


education of the neo-ole to the purpose of the laws and their 
enforcement, but also destroying vermin, feeding game in the 






winter tine. and re-stocking. The maintenance of tne field 


organisation, of our game refuges, erapioy-nent of ref uge 
destroying vermin, and the feeding of game have taken up uie 
hulk of the finds paid in by the sportsmen; cne balance has 
"been expended in re-sbooking, purchase oi lands j.o.r refuges, 


ceewers. 


o 


tc. 


The game refuge system of Pennsylvania is undoubted- 

important factors in our work. Since l.yl5 


ly one of the most 
the number of game refuges has been increased from 6 to a to cal 

The area within the refuges 

and the balance of 


* "\ 

O O j 


of 30 , with three more under way. 
now under our control is about 75,000 acre 
about 137,000 acres under control of the Game Commission is 

addition to the open hunting lands con- 


.i. i 


onen to hurting, 
trolled by the Department, the State forest Department owns 

more than a. million acres, all of which is open to hunting. 
Each game refuge has plenty of free snooting ground ar ound it. 

instead of 2C Game protectors and 6 Refuge Keepers 


in the entire 


County Game 


State, as we had June 1, 19-5, 


we now have 64 


ors for the 67 counties, 5’ Assistant -Game 


protectors in some of the large counties. 10 Traveling or Sup- 


j.ng instructor, and a Keeper in charge 


efforts are spent edu- 


ervisory Officers , Trappj. 
of each. Refuge. 

Seventy-five per cent of our 
cationally, but regardless of this the total number 01 success- 

M . ... ■ , " “ ' I 

ful prosecutions handled by our Department during 1920 was 1895 
cases, and during 1921 the number was 2384 cases. Of the 

1920 prosecutions, 144 were fish law cases, and of the 1921 P r0 

, , , 

f . 

secutions, 233 were fish law cases, that were prosecuted by our 
officers as 3 . matter of co-operation with the Department of 


Fisheries. 


In 1919 the Game Commis S X on collected and deposited 


5 r i cp 
'•*" 11 0 

license 

fees, 

etc. 

, 01 * 

l,Gb; in 

IQoo 

JL. y w - Nw- 13 
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Since 1915 we distributed, game as follows; 

Elk.'..... .. 

Deer.............. . 7 8 ° 

Wild Turkeys!.- -. 

Ring-neck pheasants. ..OoO 

Ring-neck pheasant Eggs......... 72 , 600 

Rabbits (Cotton-tail)'. /...'•• .. 4 - 0,000 

Varying Hures (Snow-shoe rabbits)...... 10,000 

Quail / Bob-white. . 32»600 

Squirrels, fox. 50 

Quail, Gambel. .... 

Beaver. ... -.*. ' J 

The majority of the rabbits, quail and hares were 

secured during the last two years. 

The total expenditures for all of these activities 

* 

are keeping pace with our annual income. Hundreds of requests 
for additional activities must be refused, but with the active 
support and assistance of more than a half million sportsmen, 
results have gradually improved and our sportsmen are proud 01 
their accomplishments, but they realize that in such a thickly 
•populated state as Pennsylvania we can no longer look upon our 
wild life resources as a food supply, and instead must endeavor 
to continue a sufficient supply of game of all kinds to serve 
as an incentive to lure our people into the great out-doors to , 
enjov a day of whole some recreation. Our laws nave been im¬ 
proved gradually and game of various kinds especially our 
large game -- has increased nicely. During the 1921 season 
the total weight of game killed in Pennsylvania was almost 5,000 
tons. This included almost 5,000 buck deer and over 500 black 

bears. The value of this meat supply has been estimated at _ 

. ( - . ' ■ . * - ' . 

about $3,500,000. in addition, it is estimated that the value 

of the furs taken by Pennsylvanians last year was approximate- 

« - • * * ' * * * ♦♦**»/*•» 

ly $2,500,000, or a total of about $6,000,000 worth of wild 
life was taken, and this does not take into consideration the 
far greater value derived from hunting recreation from the 

t 

chase. 

FUTURE PROGRAM 

It is the intention of the Game Commission of Pen¬ 
nsylvania to continue their various activities along about the 
same lines as during the last half dozen years. Pennsylvania 
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sportsmen generally agree that our laws on gome, t,av,-.en «-« ». 

whole, are about as good as can-he and. thounouds of 

sportsmen join us in the thought that constant tinkeri»« 
the laws relative to taking game is not at all desiraore. 

There are only about four matters in which our s P or 

, i - rpy. pt* in IslflB 0 ¥ (1 Q 3T 

men are seriously concerned at tnis time. Th J,, 

of their importance, are as follows-. 

]. Legislation that will bring about a better un:-.^^ 

standing between sportsmen and landowners. Th * the 

soon will be, one of the biggest questions comxontin*, 

sportsmen of many States. 

0 q p n- i^nn all laws on game into one compact 

2. Codification Ox ail x<x o o application. 

code, with practically no changeo xn 1 

3. A uniform season for all small upland game for 
the month of November only. 

4 p g + ^- r ,e killing of no deer except with antlers 

4. permit m.o 6 . ^ ^ establish a 

with two or more points uo one an.x,.. . ■ • x ro _ • 

more desirable breeding ratio, and secure . j V 

phies throughout. Our law now woteh; |* ur in . 

11 spike' 1 bucks until they have anaeio at lea 

dies long. 

sport suss - LAmiomE-RS \jwmm . 

Of the four items mentioned, the sportsmen- landowners 

problem is the most serious, and since it affects many of the 

,,, T ...ran disc uss it from our view-point 
States here represented, i will aiocu 

a • Tva eartp qpotions of Pennsylvania, especially 

in Pennsylvania. in some seexiono ux 

..To + ann tup feeling between landowners and 
near centers of population, the iceimg u. ... 

sportsmen has become quite acute. Tnis situation hao b 

brought about principally through abuses and misunderstandings, 

-aha hao also been aggravated by individual* and clubs leasing ... 
large tracts for private hunting grounds. There are, I am eorrj 
to say, still entirely too many in our ranks who cannot be .clas¬ 
sed as sportsmen, but instead are simply "sports," taking what 
this world has to offer regardless of the rights of their fel 
lowmen or the future. Some of these "sports", many of them 
native-born Americans too, go upon the property of lan 
ind commit all sorts of un-called for depredations and abuses, 


c 


even to the extent of destroying live stock through reckless 
shooting. The good sportsmen of Pennsylvania deeply deplore 
this condition„ and have through organization and education 


7 








They 


corrected many of the conditions heretofore existing, 
are willing tc take further steps in a legislative way to pre¬ 


vent so 1 


far as possible this type of vandalism. On the other 


hand, many landowners apparently do not appreciate what the 
true sportsmen of Pennsylvania have been doing for them, and 
sportsmen owning private hunting grounds are frequently unappre 

h».-" 

ciative of the benefits derived through the activities of the 
rani, and file of the sportsmen. Through the efforts of our 
sportsmen the landowners of Pennsylvania have derived material 

benefits as follows; 

1. The sportsmen of Pennsylvania, even though they are 

frequently locked upon as destroyers, have in reality been 

the real conservators of wild life, and are responsible for 

oks -protecting song and insectivor- 


thc laws on our statute books pr 


ous birds, and the enforcement of such laws. The protection 
of such birds has been given the same degree of attention • . 
as game birds and mammals ever since the creation of the 
Game Commission. since June 1, l9 J -9 '-tie hunters of the 
State have paid the entire cost of such protection out of 
their own funds, and the landowners who did not take out 

. V 

K • ' 

hunters' licenses have not contributed a single penny towar 
this work regardless of the fact that the life-work of- the 
birds makes their crops possible. The sportsmen have also 
taken an interest in planting thousands of trees, shrubo, 
etc. to supply food for various birds in order to prevent in¬ 
roads upon cultivated fruits and berries. 

2. Through lav/s enacted and enforced by the sportsmen, 
and through re-stocking with game purchased from funds sup¬ 
plied by the sportsmen, the landowners and their children 
can now hunt for and find a goodly supply of game on cheir 
own 'premises without paying one cent to the fund that makes 
such conditions possible, 

3. Through the Resident Hunter's License Fund the sports¬ 
men since 19 T 3 have paid out in bounties on noxious animals 

♦ i i * « 

almost |1,000,000. A large portion of this has gone to the 







landowners and their children for the killing of weasels,, 
foxes, etc, which in many cases were dispatched principalIj 

to prevent inroads upon their own poultry. 

4. Through the efforts of the sportsmen of Pennsylvania, 

thousands of naturalized foreign-born residents, ignorant 
of our laws and customs, have been prevented from destroy¬ 
ing, through the use of firearms or packs of hungry, mon¬ 
grel dogs that feed upon the countryside, not only game and 

* 

wild birds, but domestic poultry and live-stock of various 
kinds, 

5. The rural people of' Pennsylvania have bene fitted 

• financially through the presence of sportsmen from distant 
points in their midst, who need to be housed and fed, have 
their equipment hauled into the hunting territory, also a 
local market for a great deal of their produce during the 

hunting season. . .. . 

On the other hand, as previously stated, the _la £d^im££S 

f t he state have 'in many instances not recej ^edji^ 

po rt groan.'* j ike consideration from hunters , and many unpunished. 

rimes have been committed against landowners and their property, 

tile the organized sportsmen have made an effort to educate 


reir fellow hunters to be up-right, self- respecting citizens who 

2gard the landowners as their hosts in eve » this ef- 

’ k » 

ort has not fully corrected conditions. Trespass notices have 
sually been respected by good sportsmen everywhere, but to many 
unters such notices are simply a target to shoot? at. _ in fact, 
n many instances trespass notices are looked, upon as an open im¬ 
itation to come in and hunt if they want to find plenty of game, 
ith the result t ha t the good spor ts men who regard_t h£^ishes_of 
he landowners when lands are posted lose out entir ely. Because 


of this condition, the trespass law does not ordinarily secure 
the desired protection, and is inimical to the interests of our 


law-abiding sportsmen 


VALUE OP HUNTER'S LICEN SE TAG 


X 


requently been 


The value of Pennsylvania’s hunter’s license tag has . 

questioned, and even though the cost of these tags 
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under cur present printing system, is about 3 ^ each, the results 
obtained through this license tag more than justifies it* s cost 
or the slight inconvenience to sportsmen in order to comply with 
the requirements of the law. In an endeavor to control hunters 
who would not otherwise conduct themselves properly, the sports¬ 
men prevailed upon our last Legislature to change the position 
for wearing the tag from the back of the sleeve to the middle of 
the back principally for the purpose of assisting landowners in 

len the lav/ required 


appehending men who commit depredations, 
wearing the tag on the back of the sleeve it was invariably worn 
on the front of the sleeve or an inch or so out of the position 
in which it was supposed to be, and thus nullified the purpose 
of the law. The benefits derived from this tag briefly stated 


a re ■ 



1. The good sportsmen of Pennsylvania consider it a badge 
of honor.just as the insignia of any good fraternity is rec¬ 
ognized as a mark of distinction, and the law-abiding sports¬ 
men has nothing to fear, and with his license tag on the mid¬ 
dle of his back flaunts to the world his identification. 

2. Through the license tag landowners are given an insur¬ 
ance against depredations that cannot be obtained by any other 
marker or button. In a State the size of Pennsylvania with 
215,000 farms and almost 500,000 hunters this feature alone 
far overbalances the cost of the license tag, or its incon¬ 
venience, 

3. The law-abiding sportsmen through the license tag are 
given an insurance against game lav/ violations that cannot 
be obtained through a field organization several times as 
large as we have in Pennsylvania. Many instances can be cit¬ 
ed in which serious violations of the lav/ have been apprehend¬ 
ed and successfully prosecuted simply because a law-abiding 
sportsman took the license number of. the violator and turned 


it over to the Department or one of its field officers 


The 


license tag in this respect alone is equal to several times 
the number of salaried protectors v/e now have, because there 
are many thousands of law-abiding sportsmen who see to it that 


violations are reported immediately. 



To summarize the* license tag of Pennsylvania in Tnany 
instances simply adds "men" to "sports" and makes S POR TSMEN out 
of hunters who would otherwise kill regardless of the future, . 
as well as destroy private property of all kinds to the untold 
detriment to the cause in which we are interested. The only oh- 
jections ever raised to this tag in Pennsylvania have come from 
hunters who did not want their identity known for various reasons, 
hut, frankly speaking, does any State have use for a lot of hunt¬ 
ers of this type? Prom other States where the use of a similar 
tag has heen considered, the principal objections have heen the 
cost of the tags, and the possibility that the tag would he ac¬ 
cepted by officers as full evidence that the hunter wearing a 
certain tag was the owner thereof when in reality it was borrow¬ 
ed from a friend. Very little trouble of this kind is experienc¬ 
ed in Pennsylvania, and even though officers should not ask every 

, • % 

hunter they see to produce their license certificate, it is be- 

* ' f ‘ /V' 

yond question quite desirable to have exposed prima facie evidence 
that the man is properly licensed. While the license tag does 
not serve as a cure for all improper conduct, it is of so much 
value that we would very much dislike to be without it. Mary- 

land has tried the same tag, and as I understand it the Game De- 

* * * . * * •' * •' 

partment and the sportsmen of that State appreciate its value fully 

SUPPLEMEPTidL LEGISLATIVE REMEDY 






As a remedy for man^t of the ills above named, various 

additional methods have been suggested from time to time. Among 

... . . ^ 

others, a law that would prohibit a landowner from posting his 

property, or if posted would prohibit him, his family or friends 

* - . ■ . « . -■ , * • * * * ..... ^ 

from hunting thereon. An arrangement of this kind might prove 
beneficial in some instances, but -is so un-American in principle -■ 
practically be holding a club over the landowners — that it is 

*"*■ i . ■. . ' \ *■ * • 

« •. *. • ,« *• { - v • ^ 

. • *’ • .<• 

the last thing self-respecting sportsmen would desire even though 
it should be held constitutional, about which there is a grave 

* ,i , , • * * 

doubt. This is decidedly not the method by which to overcome 
the differences between sportsmen and landowners, but there is 

- fi . , . ; ■ , 'f • . ’ ’ ** ’ ‘ ** 

now; a well crystallized sentiment throughout Pennsylvania favoring 


11 - 















the introduction of a bill in the next Legislature that will get 
to the root of some of this trouble on farm lands. I am confi¬ 
dent that the sportsmen, aided by leaders among landowners, will 
join in. drafting and supporting a bill to establish a "safety 
zone" of 150 yards around all occupied buildings, within which 
zone they inte'nd making it illegal to hunt for game of any kind 
with firearms except by special permission of the occupant. in 
the same bill it is suggested that a specific penalty be, imposed 
upon hunters who leave gates and bars open, break down and des¬ 
troy fences, or tear down rail or post piles without re-building 
them in the condition in which they were found, also a specific 
penalty for persons who carelessly injure live stock. The pen¬ 
alty suggested for a violation of any of the features of the pro¬ 
posed law is $25.00 for each offense, and by giving every State 
policeman, Game Protector, constable, peace officer, and land- 
owners and their agents power to make arrests without warrant it 
is believed a great deal will be accomplished. If such legisla¬ 


tion can be secured it is the concensus of opinion in penn sylvan-* 


*» • 


ia that it will give additional safety to landowners, their fam¬ 
ilies, and their property, and that thousands of acres now closed 

to legitimate hunting will be thrown open. 

The remedies herein suggested will not correct all 
evils by any means, but- should help alleviate the condition. If 
any State or province here represented has solved some of these 

same problems, we in Pennsylvania would be glad to have the ben- 

» * . • > « 

* 

efit of your experience. 


POT E* In order to give the landowners immediate relief 
and create a better feeling between sportsmen and landowners, a 

r , ... 

good suggestion for sportsmen's organizations is to offer a cash 
reward for information that will lead to the arrest and convic¬ 
tion of persons destroying personal property.while hunting and 
give’-the matter plenty of publicity in the public press and by 
•printed posters. 


S.-E.G. 









COUNTIES CLOSED TO HUNTING. 


Notice is hereby given that it is illegal to kill any of the wild game 
named in the Counties of the State given below, until the regular 
open season for such game in the State at large for the year set 
opposite to same. The said Counties have been closed by the Board 
of Game Commissioners of Pennsylvania to the hunting of the birds 
and animals named until that time under the provisions and regu¬ 
lations provided for by the Act of April 9th, 1915, Pamphlet Laws 73. 
The counties closed, the kind of game, and expiration of closed term 
of each, are as follows: 



Adams 
Allegheny 

Bedford 


Berks .. 
Blair ... 
Bradford 
Bucks .. 


Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Chester 


Lycoming 
Mercer .. 


Montgomery 


Montour ,.. 
Northampton 

Pike . 

Schuylkill .. 
Somerset 


Susquehanna 

Tioga. 

Venango; ... 
Warren ..., 


Columbia .... 
Crawford .... 

Franklin . 

Huntingdon . . 
Lancaster ... 
Lehigh. 


• ••••• 


Washington . . 
Westmoreland 


York 


Ring-neck Pheasants 
Elk, Deer, Wild Turkeys, Ruffed Grouse, Ring- 
neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian Quail. 
Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail ..* •. 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail . 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail .. . 

Wild Turkeys .• •. 

Deer, Wild Turkeys, Ring-neck Pheasants, Ruffed 

Grouse, Virginia and Hungarian Quail . 

Wild Turkeys, Virginia a,nd Hungarian Quail .... 

Ring-neck Pheasants . 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail . 

Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• •.... 

Wild Turkeys> Virginia and Hungarian Quail .... 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail . 

Ring-neck Pheasants .. 

Ring-neck Pheasants ... 

Ring-neck Pheasants .. 

Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• ... 

Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• ♦. 

Deer, Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• •. 

Deer, Wild Turkeys, Ruffed Grouse, Ring-neck 
Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian Quail .... 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail . 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail . 

Wild Turkeys, Virginia and Hungarian Quail .... 

Deer ..• •.. 

Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• •. 

Deer and Ring-neck Pheasants . 

Wild Turkeys, Ring-neck Pheasants . 

Virginia and Hungarian Quail . t 

Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• •. 

Ring-neck Pheasants ... 

Ring-neck Pheasants, Virginia and Hungarian 

Quail .• .. 

Ring-neck Pheasants . 


Season Opens 
(General Game 
Season) 


1923 


1924 

1923 

1923 

1924 
1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 


The penalties for killing any of the above birds or animals in 
closed territory are from $25.00 up to $300.00. as specifically fixed 
by the Act above referred to. Many of these counties have been 
stocked with the game so protected, while in other cases the native 
stock can be replenished only by closing for a period, and we ask 
that you not only observe this law yourself, but that you help to 
have the law obeyed by others so that such game may increase to 
the benefit of all sportsmen. 

REMEMBER THAT THE ABOVE NOTICE CONTROLS THE 
SEASON IN THESE COUNTIES FOR THE GAME NAMED, 
and that the summary as given on the back of your Resident Hunter’s 
License applies to the State at large, and does not apply to these 
Counties. 

BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS, 

SETH E. GORDON, Secretary. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Sept. 1, 1922. 

200M. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 
Harrisburg, pa. 


GENERAL GAME FORECAST 

0 i '- M .. »•* '****'•**'>•>**''''***«*""*'"" + *• • ■ » mm 

While it is difficult to forecast with any degree of 
accuracy what game conditions will be during tie hunting season, 
since much depends upon weather conditions, food conditions, 
etc., according to recent reports received by the Game Commiss¬ 
ion from all parts of the State the 1922 hunting season taken 
throughout will probably be the most successful Pennsylvania 
sportsmen have ever enjoyed. 

ACTIVITIES SINCE 1915 - 

Since June 1, 1915 , the Game Commission has operated 
entirely on funds supplied by the sportsmen of the state, and 
an effort has been made to spend every penny of that money to 
the best advantage possible. The first principle of wild life 
conservation is protection of the native breeding stock, which 
means not only the enforcement of the game laws but destroying 
vermin, feeding game in the winter time, restocking, etc. 

The maintenance of the field organization ox Game Pro¬ 
tectors, maintenance of game refuges, - employment of refuge keep¬ 
ers, employment,of special officers in the fall, feeding of game 
and similar activities have taken up a large portion of the 
funds paid in by the sportsmen, but since 191 ? a total of almost 
$1,000,000 has been paid out in bounties on vermin of various 
kinds, $27?,000 for the purchase of game,$47,000 for expressage, 
$12?,000 for the purchase of lands for refuges, and many other 
activities requiring lesser expenditures. 

Almost $300,000 of the amount paid out for bounties 
was paid through the Auditor General’s Department under the pro¬ 
visions of the Bounty Act of 1913 f°r which we have no record o:: 
the animals killed, and the balance of it was used to pay bounties 
through this office on more than 3>000 v/ild Cats, ?3,000 foxes, 

1 * 

26,000 minks (now off the bounty list), and 31?»00° weasels. In 
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addition, the sportsmen killed thousands of these various ani¬ 
mals that were never presented for "bounty* ....... 

# p ...» . 

Since I9'l5 we have secured and stocked, in round nuxiv 

hers, game as follows*. • 

/ ' 

Elk... 170 

Deer. \o0 

Wild Turkeys... 0 * * * . 000 

Ring«neck pheasants.. 31.-000 

ping-neck pheasant Eggs..........Va,bOO 

Rahhits (cotton-tail)..., .40,000 

Varying Hares (Snow-shoe rahhits)10,000 

Quail, Boh-white.. 31, o00 "" 

Quail, G-amhel... 

SQXii v re Is, x ox •«••*••*•••♦*•**•*♦ , 

De 8 .*vep. .«****#p*<»*»»*««’' >##e * # * ip ** 

• * 

The majority of the various species purchased were 00 - 

tained during the past two years. 

The number of game refuges has heen increased xrom 

six (6), the number established prior to 1.915» to a total of 
thirty ( 30 ), with three ( 3 ) more refuges under way, Hive (5) . 
of these refuges have heen purchased and established and will he 
the property of the sportsmen forever. The three additional 
tracts now under contract will cost approximately /c 50 , 000 * 

The total expenditures for all these activities have 
heen keeping pace with the annual income. In o^xr wo_ds, 

Game Commission has heen doing everything wiuiiin .■.t'o power 

* ' * • 

the funds available, and indications are that the number 01 re- 

* 

fuges cannot he materially increased, due to the annual mainten¬ 
ance cost. Hundreds of requests for additional activities muo 

\ 

annually he refused. 

With the foregoing activities on the part of the Game 

- 11, , 1 11 a ||J. n r I -■ — 1 —— - -% hit nr ■ *■ ■ -Wiiriij . n imw . 

Commission, and the concerted active suppo rt_^^ssi - s^ce_^ 

, . . t * * 

more than a half million sportsmen , results have gradually im- 
proved, and, even though conservation problems are always long¬ 
term questions, the sportsmen of the State can well he proud of 
what they have accomplished in a comparatively short time. 

game conditions 

According to reports received from all sections of the 
State, as well as personal observations, we believe conditions 
as they apply to various species at this time are as follows*. 
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PEER : Deer have increased very rapidly throughout the 

entire! Sta,te through the establishment of new refuges and re¬ 
stocking sections that were looked .upon as entirely "shot out", 
and will supply good deer hunting this year. The old establish¬ 
ed deer territory of the State will furnish better sport than 
ever. indications are that very few hunters will kill spike 


bucks this coming season 


Hundreds of camps last year passed 


resolutions against killing spike bucks, and the balance of the 
camps will undoubtedly do likewise before the opening of the 
season. The total kill for 1922 may reach 7*000 bucks, if wea¬ 
ther conditions are favorable which would be an increase of ap¬ 
proximately 2,000 over the 1921 season. 

ELK ; Elk seem to be increasing in several sections of 
the State, although continually causing considerable annoyance to 

t 

property owners in other portions of the state, 

BEAR ; Reports indicate that bears have increased quite 
rapidly. Twenty-two bears were trapped in potter county for 
stocking purposes during the past two seasons, and we need fully 
twenty more to stock other sections suitable to these animals. 

The provisions relative to killing bears in potter county during 
1921 will continue during 1922, This means any individual may 
kill an unlimited number of bears in potter county during the 

open season, or he may kill a bear in any other county in the 
State and still go to potter county and kill any number, • Hunting 
parties are restricted to three bears per party or camp. We had 
record of 510 bears killed last season* and with favorable weather 
conditions the 1922 kill should be considerably in excess of this 
number. 

RABB ITS ; Rabbits are said to be the "bread of the for¬ 
est" for all kinds of vermin. Killing off thousands of weasels, 

foxes„ and wild cats has helped the rabbits materially, Of the 

• * * ‘ 

4 » « * * » 

40,000 rabbits stocked since 1915* 35*000 °f these rabbits were 
stocked during the last two years throughout the southern and 
more thickly populated sections of the State to supply hunting 
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near centers of population. Reports from all over the state in¬ 
dicate that rabbits are more plentiful than for many years past. 

. , . SQUIRRELS ! Reports indicate that squirrels are again 

increasing, due largely to the later open season on these ani¬ 
mals, and our present supply of squirrels should furnish excel¬ 
lent sport this fall. In some sections squirrels should not be 

ex c essive numoers until they mak e further recovery from 

i 

losses during the winter of 1919 and 1920 > 

_AURKE YS : Reports indicate that these birds are 

i 

increasing. The hatching and rearing season was quite favorable 
and there will be fully as many or more turkeys in most sections 
of the State than last season. The success of the season will 
depend somewhat on weather conditions, Pennsylvania is one of 
the few stages in the Union that can boast of these splendid game 
birds in woith-while numbers, and so long as the sportsmen will 
continue feeding them during the winter time, hunting them with- 

m reason during the open season, help us stop poaching before 

■ 

season and help stop calling contrary to law, they will undoubt¬ 
edly continue to increase quite rapidly. 

. BUEEEID GROUSE: Reports indicate this ''king of Amer¬ 
ican game birds" is again gradually increasing throughout the 
o^ate. m some sections they were so reduced in numbers about 

t 4 

1917 that no perceptible increase has been noted, but with care - 
A 0 jtAA iA° n . and - conti nued conservative killing on the part of 

' " ~' L ~ ' r<ri - Jf " M l| M n i1 " i "— vwi w rnmwymv m m uk u .mh hum « >■ 

the s P°rtsmen and keeping out forest fires the ruffed groude 

*** — ■'**' ' "“" I " *. . 

fairly plentiful and supply good shooting for 

*- ji • 

many years to come,. Hundreds of sportsmen throughout the State 
during the past several seasons have refrained from killing these 
birds at all, while others kept well below the legal limit now 
allowed by law, Hone of these birds can be purchased for stock- 


APS purposes, and the only thing to do is to tak e the utmost care 


of our seed stock. 


RIHG-MECK PHEASA1TTS : Ring-neck pheasants are apparent¬ 
ly increasing in many sections of the State where they have been 
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stocked in sufficient numbers to get a good start, and in coun- 
ties open to shooting these birds will undoubtedly supply some 
shooting, but the sportsmen generally are making an effort to 
conserve these birds, 

i • * ,#i • 

QUAIL : Of the 31,600 quail stocked since 191^» more 

than 25,000 of these birds were stocked during the past two 

« 

springs. Reports indicate that quail are found almost every¬ 
where throughout the lower half of the state. This condition 
is due almost entirely to the re-stocking and feeding work done 
by the Game Commission and interested sportsmen, assisted by 
land owners, during the last half dozen years. This past spring 
no quail were stocked anywhere except on lands that would be open 
to shooting within reason. These birds have been purchased from 
funds paid in by the sportsmen of the state, and there is no 

, ' V 

reason why they should not enjoy a reasonable amount of recrea¬ 
tion and sport in hunting for them during the regular open sea¬ 
son. The sportsmen have been taking an active interest in not 
only feeding coveys of quail during the winter time, but also 
trapping, intermixing, and pairing off birds that are left over. 

Reducing vermin has also helped materially. 

MIGRATORY BIRDS; Reports indicate that Pennsylvania 

fi n. 1 -i-ii-uni n m . . m>r - ->. 1.11 1 Him w ii - 1 - —>-r-T “"** 

sportsmen, with favorable weather conditions, will enjoy oettei 
’migratory bird shooting than for many years past. Lust year 
was the best season for wild water>-fowl Pennsylvania has enjoyed 
for fifteen or twenty years. The same condition applied to 
woodcock, but the reedbird shooting was not so good as years ago 
due to reduced marshes, etc. Blackbirds are now oeing killed 

by the' thousands in some sections. 

ISSUANCE OF HUNTER'S LICENSES ; The 1922 hunter ’ s i 

licenses are being issued quite rapidly. Sportsme n are urged, 

* 

to ge t their licenses at the earliest date possible and re duce 
congestion in the office of the County Treasurer , Indications 

. mm******* * ** ** " —- 1 i. r.rf-s-i m* i- 1 

t t » i t 

are that probably 500,000 of these licenses will be issued this 


year. 






















I 


Several arrests have already "been made for failure 
to display the license tag properly while hunting for blackb.iro.s~ 
The provisions of law relative to displaying the license tag 
and carrying the license on the person are "being strictly ent* 
forced as a protection to law-abiding sportsmen and property 


owners of the State 


Respectfully submitted, 






GM. 


Secretary, Ga$£ Commission 


-r-tc ■p^ery<^ 


Ha rr i sburg» pa, 
August 10, 1922 
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PENNSYLVANIA’S GAME PROG. RAM 
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Presented before The Delegates representing all 
phases of conservation assembled at State college, 
Pennsylvania, March 30 th and 31st, 1922, for the pur¬ 
pose of organizing a state conservation Council, and 
to decide upon a general conservation program. 


Due to the interest manifested in this paper, a 
number of copies have been made, and a copy is sent 
to you in the hope that the material therein contain¬ 
ed will be of service to you in furthering the cause 
of wild life conse 



"" <- 

Secretary, Game Commission. 


Harrisburg, pa. 
March 1922. 


1. Creation of Game Commission, term of service,etc. 1 to 3 

2. Appropriations to Game Commission, 1897 to 


1913 j inclusive.. . 3 


3 . Hunting licenses issued, 1913 to 1921,inclusive.. 4 

4. Bounties paid since 1913... 4 


5. Increase in kill of game and value....... 

6 . Field organization and prosecutions, 1920 


, 5 to 6 


and 1921 


7 

8 


7. Game Refuges. . . . . . 

8 . Stocking of game., 

9. Future program.... 


. 8 to 9 
. 9 to 12 
12 


(a) Sportsmen-Landowners problem.. 

(b) Codification of laws 



(c) Legislation to which sportsmen may object..12 to 13 
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BY 

» ■ *' • 

' ' SETH E. GORDON . • ' 

Secretaty, Game Commission 

* t t , 

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Conservationists; 

The subject that has been assigned to me* like all con- 
servation problems, is so large that it cannot be ’covered thor¬ 
oughly in the brief space of time available. Since there are 
several Members of the Board of Game Commissioners present* I will 
discuss most of the various questions briefly and leaf® sufficient 
time for further enlightenment on any phase by said Members of the 

Board if they desire. 

CREATION OF GAME COMMISSION 

To give this discussion a proper setting, it will be 
necessary to give a brief resume of the work of the Board in the 
past. This Board, as most of you know, was established by the 
Legislature in 1895 a t the instance Of sportsmen's organizations, 

especially the Pennsylvania State Sportsmen, founded in 1890, here 
represented by several delegates. The sportsmen at that time re*T 
al-ized that in order to hand down to posteriry some of the things 
they were enjoying, it would be necessary to band together if they 
hoped to bring about desired results, and after five years of ef¬ 
fort the Legislature was prevailed upon to pass the law establish¬ 
ing the Board of Game Commissioners. No appropriation of any 
sort was made by the Legislature of 1895 f°r the use of the j^oard, 
and after the Governqr had appointed six prominent sportsmen to 
compose the Board, they experienced a great deal of difficulty in 
finding someone capable who was willing to take up the herculean 
task then confronting them wjfhout a salary. Finally one of the 
leading sportsmen in the movement to establsih the Board was pre¬ 
vailed upon to undertake it, and for six successive years that 
nestor of Penn sylvania sportsmanship, Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, faith - 
fully and fearlessly discharged his duties without a.single cent 
•of remunerationT for many years thereafter he received a very 
meager salary, and at no time received a salary in .keeping with 

the duties devolving upon him. As-a.closing chapter tp his bril¬ 
liant career, Dr. Kalbfus on August 10th* 1919 sacrificed his very 
life for the cause we here represent today. 
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The Board of Game Commissioners has always been a se¬ 
lect body of sportsmen of the highest type. The present Board 
consists of six experienced, successful, business and profes¬ 
sional men who have had a varied experience ih all sorts of 

* i 

sportsmanship in various parts of the United States, and a num¬ 
ber of them in foreign countries. The Members of the Game Com- 

i ' 

mission do not now and never have received a single cdnt Of re¬ 
muneration for their, time and expenses, althoUgh on many occa¬ 
sions Members have traveled half-way acrosd the Continent at 
their own expense to attend'Board meetings* In addition they 
have spent large sums of money out of their own resources to 
further the cause they represent. 


The Board of Game Commissioners is not a supervisory 
b od y,, but an Executive Board, and are the sole governing power 

of. the Department . The personnel of the present Board is the 
equal of, and I believe superior to, any other Board in Pennsyl¬ 
vania- the collective judgment of such a Board is of inestimable 
value to the cause of wild life conservation in Pennsylvania. 

The services of none of the present Members could be secured for 
any pecuniary consideration to do the work they are now doing 
gratis. until recently Pennsylvania had the only organization 
of this kind in the united ’States in charge of game and wild 
bird protection,.-but a number of states are now adopting our 
plan of organisation and their methods. in a number of other 
States, officials in charge of wild life conservation are not 
appointed by the same method or controlled by the same motives 
that govern in Pennsylvania, and the results are frequently Very 
unsatisfactory. 


The G&me Commission has been successful in gradually 
moulding public sentiment in favor of la?; observance, feeding 

of wild life, etc., and instead of our field officers being re- 

/ 

garded as imposters in all parts of the state as they were in 
the beginning, they are now respected and their work thoroughly 
appreciated* 


TERM OP SERVICE 

- - — "nor — "» f >*«-<«« "’ ■ ” 1 ** 

Under the present la?;, Members of the Board are appoint 
ed for a period of three years, which period, in the opinion 
of most sportsmen, is entirely too short. The appointments of 
two Members expire each year, and since wild life conservation 
is not a matter of three, five, or even ten years, the terms f or 
Members of the Board should, in my judgment,. be materially in- 

_ . . j - - |g1 r m n ~ m __ L - - - | ,-p - IL 11 ri- 1 Tl - ~r in nm - r» «mn i ■ ir + '<*> ■» . . ■ +• 1 0*"+*+ 

creased so as to guarantee a continuity of po licy . 
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Fortunately for the sportsmen of the Keystone State, Dr. Charles 
B. penrase, the president, has served continuously since Febru¬ 
ary, 1899; Mr. John M. Phillips, Vice President, since November., 
1909; Mr. W. B. Mccaleb, since February, 1911; Mr. John S. Speer, 
since December, 1914, witln^a gap of almost two years in his ser¬ 
vices because of change of administrations; Dr. Hi J. Donaldson, 
since November, 1916; and Mr. William S* Ellis, since January, 
1920. From this you will note that the majority of the Members 
.of the Board have served continuously over a comparatively long 
period of years, but increasing the length of the term of appoint 

ment would always tend toward stabilization and continuity of 

" "' I M ' * " ■ '»' -«» . " ■< »' ■■— ' .. . — 

policie s - something absolutely necessary in any conservation 
work. 


APPROPRIATIONS TO GAME COMMISSION 

. . . . . . . . .... .. ... . . —■ . .... . . 


Appropriations made to the Game Commission from gen¬ 
eral funds of the Commonwealth from 1897 to 1913, inclusive, were 
as follows- 


1897 

1899.... 

..$ 8 oo,00 

800.00 

1 ^ 0 1< t t * • < • * ^ 1 * 

........ 3,000.00 

1903.. 


1909... . 


1907. 


1909. 


1911... 


1913. . 

... 97 , 400.00 


{ postage and ) 
(expressage only) 


Securing funds necessary to operate the Department suc¬ 
cessfully always gave interested sportsmen and the Game Commis¬ 
sion deep concern, because the demands of public schools, hos¬ 
pitals, highways, etc. apparently were always given preference, 
with the result that the amount appropriated to the Game Commis¬ 
sion from general funds entirely inadequate. Finally the 
sportsmen of the State decided to support a Resident Hunters' 
License law and were .successful in having the present license 
law passed by the 1913 Session of the Legislature, The funds 
paid in through this Act were accumulated in the State Treasury 
until June, 1915* Since that time the entire cost of the work 
of the Game Commission, including the. payment of bounties by the 


Game commission since April l9th, 191? amounting to almost 
$ 600 , 000.00 (including reimbursement of counties for bounties 
paid from July 29, 1913 to April 19, 1919, amounting to 
$287,469.00), the'purchase of lands for game refuge purposes in 
sections far remote from State forest lands amounting to approx¬ 
imately $129,000.00, and all other activities of the Department 
has been paid out of funds collected through the Hunters' Licen- 
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The disbursements 


se.Act. and penalties and fees of various kinds.. 

for general purposesbounties, etc. have run anywhere from ■ 
$225,000,00 to $665 j 000.00 per year, and the Department at the 

4 , m> , ( t; ** 

present time requires an average of about a half million■dollars 

per year to conduct its many activities. The budget of.the.Game 

\ ' ‘ \\ 

Commission for the 1922 fiscal year amounts to about $530,000*0®* 


LICENSES ISSUED 


Hunters* licenses issued since the passage of the Re^ 
sident Hunter’s License Act have been as follows; 


YEAR 




1913 

1'914 

1915 

1916 
191 
191 

1919 

1920 
1921 


RESIDENT 

1 < — ■ i nW| «, m i' w i!>■'«! > 

305,028 

298,972 

262,355 

290,422 

315,474 

311,290 

401,130 

432,240 

462 , 374 - 


*v» Cl 
X o 


The County Treasure 
the resident license fee and 5 $ 


NO N-RESIDENT 

. . »wie+*a0*mm*mm**m*"* 

(Data not tabulated) 

■ 4.62 

532 

'662 

588 

478 

1128 

1725 

1763 

» 

over the State receive 1<$ of 
of the non-resident license fee. 


Indications are that the.issuance of.licenses for 1922 will run 
somewhere between 475,000 and 500,000. 


PAYMENT OPBOUNTIES 


m+*~> 


****** 


The bounty system now in use in Pennsylvania is the only 

system of its kind in the united states. The payment of boun- 

* 

ties is now so safeguarded that large frauds are a matter of the 
past. The results obtained apparently have, been entirely sat¬ 
isfactory. Prom the l5th day of April, 1915 to March 1st, 1922 
bounties paid by the Game Commission by fiscal years have been as 

follows; 

WILD 


YEAR 

CAT 

GRAY POX 

1916° 

862 . 

5,124 

1917 

393 

3.734 

1918 

315 

3,310 

1919 

442 

4,474 

1920 

33.4 

4,527 

1921 

1922 00 

308 

3,372 

to date 

23 I 

3,319 

TOTALS 

2865 

27,860 


RED POX MINE WEASEL 


9.335 

3.33 6 

2,810 

4,246 

2,295 

3,375 

2,424 


4.845 

5.846 
4 ,328 

5,189 

2,253 

3,753 


39,111 

44,720 

28,631 

3M25 

53,873 

59,755 


6 37,079 




23,821 26,220 297,794 

Amount paid to counties to reimburse 
them for bounties paid under 1913 Act.. 

Total amount paid in bounties since 1913 


« « » « 


MOUNT ■ PAID ■ 

70 , 046.00 

66 ,6l4. 00 

47 , 089.00 

69 , 290.00 

125,184.00 

128,269.50 

■ 69,387.00 

$579,879.50 

■* > * , t 

.. $287,465.00 

..$ 863 , 344.50 


°includes bounties paid -from April 15, 1915 to 
December 1st, 1916 . 

°°includes bounties paid during months of Decem¬ 
ber, 1921, and .January and February, 1922. 

The advisability of continuing the payment of bounties 
on-wild cats, foxes and weasels is readily apparent and no fur¬ 
ther comment is necessary. 






















GAME KILLED 


The sportsmen of the State have become educated to the 

fact that with such a large army of hunters we cannot hope to 

* • 

look upon our wild life resources as a food supply, as was the 
case when our ancestors came to America* but instead we will be 

p ^Ah'I ndw pi U nli ■ > «> « > i i* M > 

accomplishing all that can be expected under present day condi- 

*'* " r '“* r T “''' ' tr Tri»ni4iii*im* r '■««** ^—»■ i■ . r -“T i -■ — . . -i- , ...*■ - ... <Mrr ., ,...«-■“■■ -p — —■■ - - i r -“•—n -'rf i —rr nitfiu •—r---- 1 ---p *■■*■■ ■ i “ -— ■ ' 1 1 ' ■ « ■— 

tions if we are successful in continuing a sufficient supply of 
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game of various kinds to serve as the incentive to lure our peo- 
pie into the great out-of-doors to, commune with Nature and enjoy 
a day of wholesome recreation and sport. The laws protecting 
wild life have gradually been improved, and game of various kinds - 
especially our large game - has increased nicely. As a matter of 

comparison, I call your attention to the figures on the kill of 
deer and bear in Pennsylvania since 1907 as follows; 

r • t 

1907 1915 1918 1,919 1920 ' 1921 

Bear- 200 188 00 387 472 420 510 

Deer...*,. 200° 1287 1754 2939 33'00 4840 

r i 

Male deer of all ages - the first year for the kill¬ 
ing of bucks only in Pennsylvania. 

00 Eirst season trapping was prohibited and-number 
limited to one to each person. 

The annual kill of small game varies considerably, de- 

i 

pending Upon climatic conditions, food conditions, etc., but, 
according to the best figures we have been able to obtain, the 
total weight of game killed in Pennsylvania in 1921 is almost 

5,000 tons . The value of this meat supply at present food prices 
would aggregate at least three and a half million dollars 
{$3,500,000.00), and the value of furs taken by Pennsylvanians 
each year it is estimated amounts to about two and a half million 
dollars ($2,500,000.00), Or a conservative estimate of the annual 
value of the kill of wild life in dollars and cents is at least 

.. 4 * t I , I \ i 

six million dollars ($6^000,000.00) without giving any considera¬ 
tion whatever to the value of hunting to our citizens - something 
that cannot be computed in dollars and cents. In addition to 
all this we have the benefit of the lifework and cheery song of 

0 

our song and insectivorous birds, the enormous value of which to 
our general well-being cannot be accurately estimated. 

FIELD ORGANIZATION 

I. .. ... . . . ■ * . —I* . . II * . . , 1 

In 1913, when the writer became connected with the Game 
Commission, there were only twenty (20) Game protectors in the en¬ 
tire state, eighteen ( 18 ) of whom we re regularly in the field. 

We also had six (6) game refuge keepers. Today we have in Pen¬ 
nsylvania sixty*-four (64) Game protectors for the sixty-seven (67) 

counties, six (6) Assistant Game protectors, thirty-two (32) game 

refuges, thirty-one ( 31 ) of which will have officers in charge be- 




































fore the 1922 hunting season,- one (1) Game protector who is de¬ 
signated as a trapping instructor and devotes practically all of 
his time to. that worh, and 10 Traveling or Supervising protect-, 
ors, each in charge of all field activities of the Department in 
his district. During the past two fiscal years, 1920 and 1921 »■ 
prosecutions passing through the Department have been as follows; 


Prosecutions made during l$2QA£iscal year (Dec.1, 1919 to 
Nov, 30, 1920) I ! 

prosecutions by officers/ ori regular pay roll.1339 

prosecutions by Special /Deputy Game protectors 

(50% while under pay). .... . 295 

Prosecutions by local pplic^ officers, constables, 

and individuals.* *.. 180 

Prosecutions by state police. .-.^ . . 81 

{ \ Total,..........l895 x 


X Above includes 144 fish cases prosecuted by 
Game protectors. 


prosecutions made during 1921 fiscal year (Dec. 1, 
Nov. 30 , 1921) 

prosecutions by regular salaried officers..,,,, 
prosecutions by Special Deputy Game protectors 
without division of penalties.. * * • • 

prosecutions by Special Deputy Game protectors 
receiving half of penalty collected....,,. 

prosecutions by State police...... *. 

prosecutions by other peace officers.».., . 

prosecutions by individuals.. 

Total.. 


1920 to 


.1797 


» «» * * # 4X7 


• « « « 


% « ♦ • 

» I t * 

ft * * • 



X Above includes 233 fish law cases prosecuted by 

Game protectors. 

In 1919 the Game Commission collected and deposited in 
penalties, propagating license fees, etc., exclusive of hunters* 

licenses, $29>014 .o 6; in 1920, $55 > 278.62; and in 1921 , $69,9^3* 2^. 

The state police are assisting us wherever possible, and 
have each year prosecuted a number of game law violations for us. 
We also have the hearty co-operation of the officers of the De¬ 
partment of Fisheries and Department of forestry, 

. The field force of the Game -Commission, as you will note 
from the above, has during the last several years made a special 
effort to co-operate with the Department of Fisheries in the en¬ 
forcement of their law, and each of our salaried officers is a 
Fire Warden and is assisting the Department of Forestry in the 
prevention and extinguishment of forest fires. Our officers have 
also assisted the secretary of Agriculture in a material way to 
secure .proper observance of the Dog License Law,. From the 
above you will note that we are doing everything , wi thin our pow er 
to co-operate wit h other departments, and are in return receiving 

_ jLwmrvfrU -- --—t-_ . ti . rwu' I ~ 1 1 » 1 ■■ ■ "“ i fH'****"* 1 1 

valuable support from them. 
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GAME REFUGES 

■ . ‘ 11 . 1 * ■ *-«•—*»r— 

The system of game refuges, as established in Pennsyl¬ 
vania, is serving as a model for many other states.- This plan 
is being copied everywhere.. ih 1913 we had only Six ( 6 ) game 
refuges; now we have thirty-two (32). ■ Of these thirty-two ( 32 ) 
game refuges now under our control,, twenty (%Q) of them are on 
State forest lands, five (5) on lands leased for a long tepm of 
years, and seven ( 7 ) on lands purchased from the sportsmen’s funds 
for that purpose.. ,.The area within the refuges now under. cut con¬ 
trol is about 75 ,000 acres, and the balance of about 135,000 acres 
under oUr control is open to.hunting. In addition the Forest 
Department owns about 1,l^O,0Q0 acres all open to hunting. Each 
t^gfugQ has plenty of free shooting ground around j. t ? 

Indications are that we will be unable to increase the 

number of gam© refuges very materially because the present avail¬ 
able annual revenue will not permit us to assume additional annual 
liabilities and at the same time conduct other phases of the work 
on anything like the scale that has prevailed during the last 
three years* The game refuge system qf Pennsylvania Is a most 
importan t facto r in wild life conservation and should be extended 

y ...... — I ...I - ... - r I —I I P --r— T- - I - . 1 -. 1 , 

if possible* 

.* • . I , 

We also have eight ( 8 ),auxiliary game refuges, ranging 
in area from 300 acres Up to 2,DO0 acres, on which the hunting 
rights are given to the Commonwealth for a term of ten or more . 

years, so that a portion may be set aside as a refuge and the bal¬ 
ance left open to hunting. The Board at this time deems it inad¬ 
visable to take up for this purpose tracts of land of. less than 
1,000 acres so that a refuge of reasonable size may be set apart 

y 

and leave sufficient public shooting ground. Although the cost of 
these refuges to the Department is negligible, the administration 
of them is quite a problem. They are, however, producing splen¬ 
did results, and in gome cases we have been able to trap off more 
than 200 rabbits in a. single season to be Used for stocking pur¬ 
poses in surrounding territory* 

Due to the regrettable and rapidly growing tendency of., 
sportsmen who are financially able torelub together and buy up or 
lease extensive tracts of wild lands to create private preserves, 
whereon only they and their invited guests hunt, and all other 
sportsmen are excluded, it is imperative that the-state take 

to purchase, as quickly as possible, upwards of 5, 0 . 00 ,, 0G0 
acres of available wild land, not only to supply territory for 
game refuges and plenty of free public shooting and recreational 

grounds , but also much needed protection for our watersheds and 
future forests. 
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STOCKING OP GAME 

»■——.1 I M l. i n 'it* ■» i ■■■— ii ^i m 


While, the protection and increase of our native game 
"birds and animals is of paramount .importance, as desirable game 

i - I •mt m ■ U | r.w> * wW i»i. m in#—in ■■ m \*m t i inii niH i 


of no kind is available in large quantities, the Game Commis¬ 
sion has since 1915 stocked as much game of various kinds as has 
been available, increasing our stock of game by restocking is 
not only slow and difficult, but quite expensive, prior to May 
1 st, this year, which is about the average, we Will complete 
the distribution of game approximately as follows-. 



Wild Turkeys,., 


.2,500 


Ring-neck pheasants 
Bob-white Quail. . . . . 
Varying Hares,.. 


, 10,000 to 15,000 

. 3,000 
. 18,000 


Cotton-tail Rabbits. 


This game, however, is merely a ’’drop in the bucket*' in 

.1 I" I mi. «■ -— -1 , .,n..ii n »». xlril| ,» 1 »| m m I ».! »■" •- . .. I .. .... . .1 , 1 . I . 1, <> nM > n .« y ) . - - >. — - I. ' 1 j;l - 1 . .r'-i - — i ' i'n. -ir .1. i. r l> U ■ U_ ,-1 - •— II III r 


Comparison with what can be accomplished in protecting properly 
our native stock. The stray, half-starved dog, the wild field- 

II ■ M il lnnwumnl . I | V » — »■ « m * 

hunting house cat, Vermin and poachers destroy ten times the 
amount of game we can possibly stock in any one year. - Sports- 



FUTURE PROGRAM 


As 1 understand it, the present intention of the Game 


Commission is to continue their various activities in about the 
same manner as above outlined, providing no legislation inter¬ 
fering with such plans is passed. It is the general concensus 
of opinion that our laws on game today , taken as a whole, , 4 r£ 



protesting bitterly against constant tinkering with the game laws. 
However, if the Legislature insists on making minor changes here 
and there, the sportsmen for their own protection must take a 
hand in the matter and see to it that the general structure is im¬ 
proved and not impared. 


Jf any desirable legislation affecting sportsmen is to 


be considered this coming session, I give below four (4) matters 
for consideration in the order of their importance as follows; 

1. Legislation that will bring about a better understand¬ 

ing between sportsmen and land-owners. 

2. Codify all game laws into one compact code, with pract¬ 

ically no changes whatever in the application of the 
law. 

3 . A uniform season for all small upland game, including 

woodcock and rabbits, for the month of November only. 
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4 . 


prohibit the killing of buck deer until they have ant¬ 
lers with two or more poipfs to one antler, to es¬ 
tablish a more desirable breeding ratio and save a 
lot of small bucks killed illegally each season. 


The first of these items is very Important, suggest-* 
ions on these questions, according to the sentiment of• thousands 


of sportsmen so far consulted, are as follows; 

SPORTSMEN - LAND-OWNERS PROBLEM; This is one of the 

«I I - w .i» .1 — 1 m*tm ■■■ « ■< »■' i ■ ■' »» »' " «wt " — 

most difficult problems confronting the sportsmen of. Pennsylvania 
today, principally because of abuses and misunderstandings, and 
considerably aggravated by the purchase of large tracts of wild 
lands by clubs and individuals for private hunting grounds, in 
the first place, there are unfortunately entirely too many m our 
ranks who cannot be classified as sportsmen, who go upon thfe pro¬ 
perty. of land-owners and commit all sorts of uncalled for depre¬ 
dations and crimes too numerous to mention. The good sportsmen 
of Pennsylvania deeply deplore such actions and desire such van¬ 
dalism prevented if at all possible. On the other hand, many 
1and*owners do not appreciate what the true sportsmen of Pennsyl¬ 
vania have done for them; sportsmen ov/ning private enfenced pre* 

*•% 

serves are frequently unappreciative Of the benefits derived 
through funds contributed by the sportsmen generally. Briefly . 
enumerated, through the efforts of our sportsmen., the land-owners 


have been securing material benefits- as follows,; 

1. The sportsmen of. the Sta te a re responsible fo r _a llJhe 

laws on our statutes pr otecting, sohg^ and_iftg^^ »_ 

5hT~fheir~enfo‘fcerneriSTNo land-owner, or anybody ts.se, unless 
he"wi? - aTsd a sportsman, ever turned a hand to secure legisla¬ 
tion orotecting beneficial birds. The protection of song an 
insectivorous birds, ever since the creation of the Game com¬ 
mission, has been given the same attention as the protection 
of game birds and animals. ^ejportaneftaince J une l ^l^z 
have been paying the en tire cos^T oT such pr o^£t^ji_o£&_ox_ 
their own funds, and ape not asking a cent in ^urn ior ser- 
vices rende r e cCT The life-work 61 the birds, Protected by the 
hunteps of the State, makes possible the crops 6f th<~ xarmers. 

in addition to protecting these beneficial birds, 
through the efforts of the Game Commission and interested 
sportsmen thousands of trees, shrubs, etc. 1bearing J^ r 

birds have been elanted to supply plenty of desirable food and 
thus prevent inroads upon the cultivated fruits and berries of 
the land-owners, the persons who derive the greatest benefit 
from their life work. 

2 Through the hunters f license fund, the sportsmen since 
July 1913 have paid out in bounties on noxious animals of 
various kinds more than $860,000. large portion^of ni,3 

enormous amount has gone to the land-owners and t h e ir childyeg 
"for the killing "of"weas el a, foxes, etc. , which in t he^m^j ^ or it y 
of instances were dispatc hed principally t o prevent ,inroadg 
upon their o wn poultry . The land-owners and their cmldr n 





























































in turn have not been asked to contribute a single cent to 
the fund from which this bounty was paid unless they saw fit 
to hunt beyond a given apfa. 

The payment of bounties also helps privately control¬ 
led preserves by the destruction of vermin which would other** 
wise destroy the game they desire to retain for their exclu¬ 
sive enjoyment. 


3* Through laws enacted an d,enfo rced by the sportsmen , 
and through restocking game^wTth.t he ""Tun ds supplied by spo rts¬ 

men, land- owner s and their children "novr" can hunT* for an d find 
a " Veason abi'e s'upp 1 y of game' ofT t'hetr~own premises, Without 
paying one cent to the fund for such restocking and protect¬ 
ion that made such conditions possible. 


'4, Thr ough the resident hunter’s license tag , th e land-_ 
owners of tHe"' State' are securing' 'an'' insurance 1 a gains f depre- 
da'tlohs' oh' thbir property ’that could not be obtained from 
any other source ,the value of which protection cannot be 
estimated in ‘dollars and cents. 


Through the efforts Of ^he sportsmen the aliens in 
Our midst, ignorant Of cur laws and customs, are prevented 
ftoln hunting or owning firearms or packs of hungry worth¬ 
less dogs to feed on the countryside* and land-owners, es¬ 
pecially farmers near industrial -and mining centres, re¬ 
ceive protection impossible fifteen yeaf,s ago,, as was then 
everywhere evidenced* 


The land-owner 3 , through the sportsmen of the State, 
aye also benefitting financially through boarding sportsmen, haul 
ing their equipment into the hunting territory and out again, a 
local market.for their produce, etc. On the other hand, as 


above stated, the land-owners of the state have,in many i nstances 

9 , m - -- .■—-r-i—-- -- .. >. 


not received anything near sportsman-like consideration 
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from the 

j*e y ■ ■!> »*| « ' I'**' w i« y> h> 


hunters, and depredations, thefts, and other serious crimes have 
been committed against land-owners and their property. The good 
sportsmen of the commonwealth have made an- effort to educate their 
fellow-hunters to be up-right, self-respecting citizens who would 
regard properly the rights and wishes of land-owners, which effort 


has not fully corrected conditions. 


Trespass notices have usually been repsected by our 
good sportsmen everywhere, but are simply a joke to many hunters; 
in fact trespass notices are frequently regarded by men not clas¬ 
sed as sportsmen as an invitation to hunt on such lands if they 


want to find plenty of rabbits, etc,, and the good sportsmen lose 
out because they respect the land-owner’s wishes. Because of 
+>1 i r nonA.ition. it is my opinion thatjthe trespass law does jot 

Hi | fttamivii if **'" .r“ - 

o rdinarily secure the desired protection , and is usually inimical 
to the interests of our good sportsmen, in an endeavor to con¬ 
trol hunters who do not conduct themselves properly, the sports¬ 
men prevailed upon the last legislature to -change the position 
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for wearing the license tag to the middle of the hack, largely 
for the purpose of assisting land-owners in apprehending men who 
commit depredations. This has aided considerably hut is still 

insufficient. 


As a legislative cure for these ills, various methods 
have been suggested from time to time,, among others, a law that 

would prohibit a land-owner, from posting his property, or if 
costed would prohibit him or his family or friends from hunting 
thereon. Most of us agree that while such arrangement might 
prove beneficial, it would be un*-American and would practicably 
be holding a club over the land-owners, which is the last thing 
self-respecting sportsmen would desire, Even though such leg¬ 
islation might be held to be constitutional, which is very doubt¬ 
ful, it is decidedly not the proper method by which ’oo overcome, 
the existing gap between sportsmen and land-owners. After con¬ 
sulting with a large number of sportsmen and landfsowners through¬ 
out. Pennsylvania, 1 am confident the sportsmen will introduce a 

bill in the next. Legislature that, will get to the root of most 
of this trouble on farm land by controlling persons responsible 
for depredations. A brief outline of the legislation in mind., 
according to the best information 1 am able to gather, is about 

as follows- 

• 1 * 4 

1. Establish a sa fety zone of IgO yardg ar ound all ocw 
•Died buildings,' within which zone if touTT^e lxlegal ■ 
for game of ‘ an y kind with firearms, except by special permis¬ 
sion of the occupant. 

2. • impose a specific penalty upon hunters who leave gates 
end bars open, break down and destroy fences, or uear ao 
rail pile"tone piles and stone fences without rebuilding 

them in the same condition in which they weref ^iniuie 

ific nenalty for persons who through carelessness injure 
hie-sloe?? The majority cf sportsmen with whom I have con- 
cm! tfod favor a n^nalty of about $25 & violation o J 

Of the matters above mentioned, and give any State po ice- 
man Game protectory Constable or other peace officer U 
Probably any land-owner or occupant, or his agent) power . 

a re o without warrant, the penalties to ^posited 
in the local school fund, the county fund, or the general 
fund of the commonwealth,, preferably the county fund. 

It has also been suggested that a small penalty, say ^ 

or $10 be imposed upon men who unnecessarily nvipthpr 
unfrozen wheat fields during the fall of the year. Wither 
this is advisable is a debatable question; nevertheless it 

•" 1 dTrfdd tv,St sot of the kind above outlin ed will prq - 

■ f re suits" f Ha^^tHe—two—T^mebts^con- 

tEsT um especially if it io pnjtt3 in tno^ 

game law - ^ mpriTrana given widespread publicity througl t 
uublic press! Conservative sportsmen all agree that this 
will guarantee a protection to the land-owners of the Com 
'monwealth, that it will no longer make it imperative f 
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them to post their entire farms against trespassing - which 
method as before stated is not at all successful - in or-’ 
der to secure a reasonable degree of safety to themselves, 
their families and their property, and that as a result 
thousands of acres now posted will be thrown open to hunt ¬ 

ing. This' would not', however, improve the situation with 
reference to privately controlled hunting grounds, 

CO DIFICATION Off LAWS : If this subject is to be con¬ 

sidered, the bulk of our present game lav/ pamphlet can be re¬ 
duced from 35 to 40 pages. While this is being done, it has 
been suggested that the followihg slight changes be made. 

1. Change the hunters* * license year so that it will ex¬ 
pire April 30th instead of December 31 s ^* an & then require 
the wearing of the license tag when hunting for birds and 
animals, game or otherwise, by any method. This will 
take away the present inducement for men to try and evade 
the law, claiming they are hunting for animals net classed 
as game. 



2. prohibit boys under 17 years of age to hunt, except 
when accompanied by a responsible adult, unless on lands 
upon which they reside as a member of the family cultiva¬ 
ting same. 

3. Increase the non-resident hunter*s license fee to 
$15 instead of $10 as at present. 

i » # 

4. provide for a uniform season for all small game for 
November only, including woodcock, and rabbits.. ” 

IU'WWMWM rumm i Tu w. 1 ^m f A m m m*mm\ * ■ l>m n ■ » 
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5. Prohibit the killing of deer except bucks with two 
or more points to one antler, regardless whether such ani¬ 
mal has an antler on the other side or not. 

6. prohibit the sale of game of any kind except rab¬ 
bits killed in other States and shipped into this State, 
and raccoons* 

7. License fur buyers so as to protect our rural peo¬ 
ple against unscrupulous fur buyers, also require sworn 
report of skins purchased before renewal. 


8. Many Sportsmen suggest that the woodchuck be given 
the same protection now accorded skunks and muskrats with 
a slightly different season, largely because the woodchuck 
is the home-builder for the rabbit. After consulting with 
many sportsmefi~ I believe it would be advisable to give 
this matter serious consideration. 

LEGISLATION TO \tilCE SPORTSMEN MAY OBJECT 

-.■lilJ iJI mi, 1 ~ 'i , w -T - — •— -- rift < Uw t n wi n il i ftn |- T w rn- i - ii "■‘‘ ii " -'-“ I ■■■■*"■»- ■■■*■■»■' ■ ■' » "■ 11 im ' i n — m i n i - ' "" ~ ~~ u 1 '■ r 

* 

The Re-organization commission has been carefully study 
ing the operation of the various Departments of the State Govern¬ 
ment and will undoubtedly bring about desirable improvement in 
various activities if their recommendations are adopted by the 


next Legislature. Through the public press sportsmen have been 
informed, although I have nothing officially on the subject, beat 
said Commission will probably recommend two changes in which the 
sportsmen of the state are vitally interested. The first is 
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the possibility of having the hunter's license funds, and all 
other special or "ear-marked" funds, deposited in the general 
fund of the commonwealth, requiring the .sportsmen to go before 
the Legislature at each session and ask that body to appropriate 
to the Game commission the funds, deposited by the sportsmen. It 
is claimed, I believe that pooling all "special funds" in the 
Treasury is necessary in order to establish a workable budget sys¬ 
tem for the commonwealth. The Re-organization Commission has al¬ 
ready been informed the conditions under which the resident hunt¬ 
ers’ license act was passed; namely, that the sportsme n of the 
State w ere solemnly promised that their funds would always be kept 
in a special fund separate and apart solely for their work so 
that not a single cent could be used for any other purpose, Hun- 
dreds of sportsmen take the position that this should be contin¬ 
ued, and that they should not take q chance on having their work 
hampered in any way. 


The second is, I am also informed through the,public 
press, that the Re-organization Commission may recommend the in¬ 
crease of the State police force and dispense with the .services 
of a large part of the field organizations of-the Game Commission* 
the Department of Fisheries and the Department of Forestry. The 


commission has been advised that while the State police are a 
splendid organization and deserve the support of our good citizens 
s ve rywhe re, the work of enforcing laws protecting game andjwi ld 

oirds means not only an exercis e of police power s, but that our 
field representatives devote fully 7 % of their effort along edu¬ 
cational lines, the balance a reasonable exercise of our police 
powers. If such change were made a goodly number of our officers 
would still be necessary to look after the stocking of game, feed¬ 
ing of game-in the winter time, and many other activities of the 
Department that a State policeman could not undertake, 


I am pleased to report that the sportsmen generally are 
heartily supporting the work of the present non-salaried, non¬ 
political Game commission; and apparently want that work to con¬ 
tinue indefinitely along the present lines unhampered in any way. 


Ail of these are matters for your consideration, and such con¬ 
certed action as the delegates here assembled may see fit. I 
regret that it has been necessary for me to consume so much of 
your time in'order to give you a proper understanding of the var 
ious issues confronting the sportsmen of Pennsylvania, and.hope 
that the matters presented will be freely discussed b> the dele 
gates present., I thank you. • 
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BUCHANAN STATE FOREST DISTRICT 


This District Comprises: 

36 townships in Bedford County. 

11 townships in Faiton County. 

9 townships in Franklin County. 

1 township in Huntingdon County. 

The total acreage is 501,000 acres of private forest land, and 
22,570 acres of State Forest land. In the District are four steel 
forest fire observation towers. They are: 

Tuscarora Tower — elevation 2,440 feet above sea level; 

• * . * 

located on Tuscarora mountain, two and one-half miles north of 
Lincoln Highway, in Franklin County. 

Martin Hill Tower — elevation 3,075 feet above sea level 
located on Martin mountain, six miles south of Rainsburg, in Bedford 
Count y. 

Blue Knob Tower — elevation 3,165 feet above sea level; 

located three miles north of Pavia, in Bedford County. 

Sideling Hill Tower — elevation 2,360 feet above sea 

level; located three-fourths of a mile south of Lincoln Highway, in 
Fulton County. 

An observer, or watchman, is on duty at each tower from 
March 15 to June 1, and October 1 to December 1, each year. 

Toxvers are connected by telephones with District 
Forester T s office, at MeConnellsburg, with Inspectors, and with a 
large number of Forest Fire Wardens. 

Nineteen miles of telephone line have been constructed to 

connect towers with commercial lines. 




Forest Fire Uardens in the District —*-* 156 

Inspectors --- 3 

Towermen - 4 


BEDFORD DIVISION 

Eleven thousand five hundred and seventy acres of this 

■'4 

Division are in southern Bedford County. In the Division are 12 
miles of roads and 39 miles of fire trails. 

MARTIN HILL STATE FOREST MONUMENT 
This tract in sweet Root Gap, consists of about 15 acres 

of virgin hemlock trees, 100 feet high. The area was set aside by the 

State Forest Commission to serve as an object lesson showing what 

»; ' • 

Pennsylvania forests were and will be again if properly protected and 
managed. 

There are three peimanent camp sites in this Division, 
as well as a State game refuge of 2,100 acres. From time to time 
game is released within this refuge for propogation. Hunting is 

prohibited on the refuge at all times. Elsewhere, hunting is permitt- 

# 

ed in the State Forest. 

Forest Ranger E. H* Smith, of Rainsburg, is in charge of 

the Division. 


LOUDON DIVISION 

The Aughwick Valley Area comprises 7,500 acres, a short. 
distance north of the Lincoln Highway, in Fulton and Franklin Counties. 

In this tract are 13|- miles of roads, and 29 miles of 


trails. 








% 


% 


Aughwick creek flows through the area and offers good 
fishing. The stream will be stocked with fish by the Department of 
Forestry in cooperation with the Department of Fisheries. 

There are two permanent camp sites in this region, and it 
is regarded as a good hunting country. 

Forest hanger J. V. Carlin, Cowans' Gap, Post Office 
address, Metal, Pa., is in charge of this tract. 

The Bear Valley area comprises 4,500 acres in Bear Valley, 
three miles west of Upper Strasburg. In the tract are eleven miles 
of roads, and twenty-one miles of trails. Bear Valley stream flows 
through the valley and offers good fishing. Hunting is good in this 
territory. There is one permanent camp site lease in the tract * 

Forest Ranger J. F* Smith, Chambersburg, R.D. #4, is in 


charge. 


BUCHAUAN MONUMENT 


This Monument consists of sixteen acres of forest land 

♦ 

surrounding the birth-place of James Buchanan, 15th President of the 
United States. It is situated in Peters township, Franklin County, 
near the town of Foltz, one-fourth of a mile from the Mercer sburg 
Pike. A large pyramid of stones has been erected by Miss Harriet 
Johnson, niece of President Buchanan. The Department of Forestry 
manages and maintains the area. On the site of Buchanan's birth-place, 
Norway Sprtice was planted in 1915. 





DISTRICT FORESTER r S OFFICE, MCCGERELLSBURG , PA. 


Permits to camp on State Forests for a period of three weeks, 
or less, may he procured from the District Forester or any other local 
Forest officer. 


Camp sites, up to two acres in extent, can he leased for a 
period of ten years with privilege of renewal. Buildings may he 
erected on the site and they may he used at any time hy leasee. 
Application should he made to the Department of Forestry, Harrisburg, 


Pa. 

The District Forester T s office is always willing to advise 
or give information concerning the forests and forest conditions in 
the District. 

The Department of Forestry distributes forest tree seedlings 

V ♦ 

for planting on vacant or idle lands. They may he procured in lots 

' r 

of 100 or more for the actual cost of packing and transportation. 
Application blanks may he obtained from the District Forester. 


■ iHrTritiHht 
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b. of a. o. 

Form A. 125M- -0 29-21 


AFFIDAVIT IN CLAIM FOR BOUNTY 


State of Pennsylvania 


-ss: 


County of 


Before me, the undersigned, a..™--—. 

in and for said County, personally appeared 
whose postoffice address is— 


(Official title) 


(Name of Claimant.) 


(Correct Po»t Office Address i® important) 


(B. D. or Street No.) 


who being duly sworn according to law doth depose and say that upon the..... 


.day of. 


in the County oi 
also upon the.... 

in the County of— 
also upon the___ 




day of. 


■ »n« 


_, 19_, he did kill.. 

...___.Township oL~ 

—, 19.-, he did kilL 


.Township of. 


(Number) 


(Name of animal) 


wixwiow* 




Penn^.; 


(Number) 


(Name of animal) 

i 

_, Pcnna.; 


day of. 






in the County of—™ 
also upon the—__ day of. 

in the County of_.....__...... 

also upon the____day of __ 

in the County of.____ 

also upon the...™....._ day of... _ 

in the County of™___ 

also upon the.._ 


19., he did kill. 


....Township of 


(Number) 


(Name of animal) 

f 

__._, Pcnna.; 


19™.he did kill™ 


(Number) 


——Township of. 


(Name of animal) 

r 

_Penna.; 




™, 19.—...... he did kill— 


(Number) 


.....Township of. 


19™., he did kill™ 


(Number) 


day of_ 


-Township of.. 

, 19._, he did kill. 


(Name of animal) 

„_—, Penna.; 


(Name of animal) 

-, Penna.; 


(Number) 


(Name of animal) 


in the County of™ 
also upon the— 

in the County of™ 
also upon the_ 

in the County 
also upon the.. 

in the County of. 


day of.... 


™—.—Township oL 
19™—, he did kill. 


.Township of. 


Penna*; 


(Number) 


(Name of animal) 

-, Penna.; 


day of. 


, 19-, he did kill. 


(Number) 


(Name of animal) 


day of. 


-Township of 
19._.., he did kilL 

-Township of. 


«Mfcr> \U* 


Penna.; 


(Number) 


jug MRC'illHHMM* 


(Name of animal) 

--Penna., 


and being desirous of securing the bounty for such killing as provided by the Act of May 23d, 
1919, as amended by Act of April 1st, 1921, herewith presents the skin_ of such animal_ 


for examination. He further swears that the animal- for which the skin_as presented was 

were 


taken 


was 


is 


the skin-of the aniami. 


were billed within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 

as specifically named in this affidavit; that such animal- were not raised in captivity and 

not purchased or received from the party actually killing same, and not brought into this State 

from another State or country, and that his claim as made is legitimate in all respects. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this__ ") 





J 


(B« mure that Claimant signs here) 


NOTE:—Vn skin sent to Harrisburg vHIl ho r**tnrv>M ev*H*pt hr request.. Wo there¬ 


fore wok that v**n fn«lI «*m 


«*ur It* thi. by tho sentence t*el«*w. |f y«*u want 


8k In returned rr«w out the 


word “NOT** In the line below. 


WE DO NOT WANT SKIN RETURNED. 

NOTTS TO OFFICIALS. Read other aide carefully and save ponalhle trouble. 

Officials will please complete records on the back of thi* affidavit as fax as they are 

concerned- 


READ AND OBSERVE 

Always send the affidavit and akin* 
together. Don’t forward separately. Be 
sure and place your name aud address on 
every park age. This will avoid losses. 

Skin and dry all pelts same as when ship¬ 
ping to fur dealers. 

We will forward valuable pelts direct to 
fur dealers If you enclose tag or legible 
shipping instructions. 

GAME COMMISSION. 
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. ANNUAL REPORT 



BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 


Harrisburg, Pa., January 5, 1922. 

To His Excellency, William C. Sproul, Governor of Pennsylvania : 

Sir: As directed by Act of Assembly, we the undersigned Members 
of the Board of Game Commissioners of the Commonwealth of Penn¬ 
sylvania submit to you a report covering the work of our Board 
during the past year, and for your information we attach the report 
of our Secretary covering in detail various phases of the work. 

From information gathered from many sources, as well as from 
personal observation, we are thoroughly convinced that the work 
of the Commission is in better condition today than at any time 
previously, and that the people of the Commonwealth in general 
are each year taking a more concerted interest in game and wild 
bird protection. The general movement throughout the Country to 
encourage outdoor recreation is partly responsible for this increased 
interest in our outdoors, with a corresponding increase in the num¬ 
ber of persons in our State who enjoy hunting. 

1921 LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS. 

The nine (9) acts signed by your Excellency during the past 
session of the Legislature as summarized in our Secretary’s report 
seem to meet with the approval of the sportsmen generally. We are 
especially pleased to note that practically all of the recommenda¬ 
tions of our Board last year were so favorably acted upon by the 
Legislature, and that the same also met with your approval. 
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The most important of these changes is the uniform season for 
all small game, and it is hoped that the next Legislature, if any 
change is made in that part of the law, will see fit to include the 
few exceptions to a synchronous season for all small upland game. 

While the new law protecting deer until they have antlers at 
least four inches from the top of the skull has secured better re¬ 


sults than anticipated, largely because of the splendid degree of 
sportsmanship evidenced everywhere during the season just closed, 
it seems to be the consensus of opinion among sportsmen that all 
deer, should be protected until they reach at least two and one-half 


years of age, or until they have two or more'prongs to one side of 
their antlers. If this feature of our law again comes up for con¬ 


sideration it is hoped the change suggested will be made, thereby 
securing better breeding animals and more desirable trophies. 

The authority vested in our Board by the last Legislature to re¬ 
voke hunting licenses is securing good results, and, by judicious 
administration of this feature of the law, it is hoped to bring about 
materially improved conditions in sections of the State where here¬ 
tofore proper respect for our laws was almost impossible to obtain. 

The new laws controlling shooting, although quite drastic,, are un- 


doubtely well worth while, and conservative sportsmen everywhere 
are commending your action in approving these two bills,. Through 
these two acts the lives of our people are safeguarded while hunting 
to an extent not heretofore obtainable. 

There seems to be strong sentiment among the sportsmen of the 
State for codification of our present laws protecting game and wild 
bilks in ordei to reduce materially the bulk, as well as to clarify 
the application of the various acts on the subject, and we have di¬ 


rected our Secretary to have prepared by the Legislative Reference 


Bureau a complete draft of a code which will embrace all the pres¬ 
ent laws with practically no alterations whatever, so that if the 
next Legislature desires to give consideration to such codification 
the same will be ready to submit to that body. 

Our people generally are of the opinion that the present laws, 

with the few exceptions above named, should be left undisturbed 

for a sufficient length of time to ascertain definitely their value or 
undesirability. 


GAME CONDITIONS. 

From reports reaching us from many directions, as well as from 
personal observation while inspecting various sections of the State, 
we are satisfied game conditions show continued improvement. 
Weather conditions during the season for small game were unfavor¬ 
able, and the kill of game was not so large as would have been pos¬ 
sible with better weather conditions. Due to such unfavorable 
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weather conditions we have a larger supply of game of all sorts left 
over for breeding stock than we have had for some time past. How¬ 
ever, to insure a future supply, we urge that sportsmen continue kill¬ 
ing ruffed grouse sparingly. Generally speaking, the sportsmen over 
the state seem to be of one accord that the season of 1921 was a 
successful one, and while they were not successful in killing large 
quantities of game, it is encouraging, to note that the great majoritv 
of our people are becoming more and more interested in maintain¬ 
ing a sufficient game supply to serve as an incentive to take them 
into the open for a few days of recreation rather than to secure a 
food supply through large kills. By reference to the addendum of 
the Secretary’s report you will find a tabulated statement giving 
fairly accurate figures on the game of various kinds killed during 
the past season. 

The large game season was the most successful Pennsylvania has 
ever experienced, and for your information we give below compara¬ 
tive data on the kill of bears and deer that proves conclusively the 
above assertion: 



1907 

1915 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Bear, .... 

.... 200 

188** 

387 

472 

420 

510 

Deer, ... . 

.... 200* 

1287 

1754 

2939 

3300 

4840 


During all of the above period the laws protecting large game 
were constantly being improved and made more restrictive. By 
reference to the addendum above mentioned, you will note that the 
kill of “spike” bucks (only one and one-half years old—antlers with¬ 
out prongs) was comparatively limited. This is the first season we 
have gathered data to show the antler growth on the deer killed in 
Pennsylvania, and we are pleased to observe that the sportsmen them¬ 
selves are rapidly reaching the point where they will not permit the 
killing of immature deer even though the law does not prohibit the 
killing of small bucks. According to data collected, the “spike” 
bucks killed this past sea,son numbered 639; bucks with two points 
to one antler, 796; bucks with three points to one antler, 1248; and 
bucks with four points to one antler and larger, 2157 ; with an aver¬ 
age weight of about 130 pounds, hog dressed. 

During the 1920 season we had reports of 198 does and 66 babv 
bucks with antlers less than two inches long being killed. During 
the season just closed, with approximately 100,000 men (20,000 
more than last year) hunting large game, and an increase of about 45 
per cent, in the kill of legal bucks, the reports indicate that 213 does 
and 68 bucks with horns less than four inches long were killed this 


*Male deer of all ages*—the first year for the killing- of bucks only in Pennsylvania 
**First season trapping was prohibited and number limited to one to each person. 














season. In most sections of the State the killing of illegal deer was 
reduced by more than 50 per cent., but with the opening of new deer 
territory, a larger number of hunters, etc., the number of illegally 
killed deer totals approximately the same as during the season of 
1920, although we are reasonably confident that the records on il¬ 
legally killed deer for the 1921 season cover more nearly the actual 
number so killed than ever before. This in our opinion speaks well 
for the sportsmen of Pennsylvania, and we anticipate that next sea¬ 
son the kill of illegal deer will be materially reduced in number, as 
well as the ratio to the legal kill, in all sections of the State. While 
new laws increasing the length of the antlers, revoking licenses of 
persons violating the law, and the greater interest taken by our 
people, have undoubtedly been responsible to a large degree for the 
improvement noted, yet the work of the field force has also been of 
very decided assistance to this end. 

HUNTING LICENSES. 

Latest available figures indicate that 462,371 resident hunters’ 
licenses and 1,761 non-resident hunters’ licenses were issued ^uring 
the season just closed, or more than one out of every twenty of our 
residents secured licenses to hunt. This is an increase of 30,000 
over last season, and an increase of slightly more than 60,000 over 
the 1919 season. Industrial conditions apparently are partly re¬ 
sponsible, as a large number of persons spent otherwise idle time 
hunting for game of various kinds this season. Indications are 
that with normal conditions next season the number of licenses is¬ 
sued will again show quite an increase. 

HUNTING ACCIDENTS. 

During the season just closed 29 men were killed and 130 were 
wounded while hunting, in comparison with 43 killed and 85 wound¬ 
ed in 1920, and 35 killed and 120 wounded in 1919. Almost two- 
thirds of these fatalities were the result of carelessness with fire¬ 
arms on the part of those killed, and unfortunately it seems to be 
almost impossible to reduce materially fatalities from this cause. 
In a limited number of instances fatalities, occurred through care¬ 
lessness on the part of fellow-hunters. The new law imposing heavy 
penalties upon persons shooting others in mistake for wild creatures 
has no doubt helped decidedly to reduce the number of fatalities, 
and, according to the best information we have been able to gather, 
no one was killed in Pennsylvania in mistake for a deer this 
year, while during 1919 and 1920 one person was killed each season 
in mistake for deer. One man, Mr. John Ditzler, of Lycoming 
County, was shot in mistake for a bear by Mr. J. E. Arnold, the 
shooting proving fatal within a short time. This case is now being 
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prosecuted by the County authorities. We have record of a few 
cases in which persons were shot in mistake for wild creatures of 
various sorts. In every instance where sportsmen were shot in mis¬ 
take for wild creatures, prosecutions have been brought by county 
authorities. It is evident, therefore, that the buck law of Pennsyl¬ 
vania has had twofold effect; first, a rapid increase in the deer; 
second, a saving of human life. In other States, without laws pro¬ 
tecting does and baby bucks, and drastic laws applying to persons 
shooting others in mistake for wild creatures, a number of sportsmen 
are each year killed in mistake for deer. ' 

It has been suggested, and we believe it would prove benefical, 
that boys under 17 years of age should be prohibited from using 
firearms to hunt for wild creatures of any sort unless accompanied 
by a responsible adult. A number of the accidents during the past 
season occurred through groups of boys using firearms without the 
supervision of responsible adults. 

GAME KEFUGES. 

At this time we have thirty game refuges established, and two 
additional tracts on which purchase is about completed for estab¬ 
lishing refuges. Of these thirty-two tracts, twenty are located on 
State Forest lands, five on leased lands, and the balance on lands 
purchased by the Board for this purpose. For detailed information 
relative to the status of lands purchased, we respectfully refer you 
to our Secretary’s report on that subject. 

We now have eight auxiliary game refuges which are meeting 
with the approval of the sportsmen, and which are being operated 
with a limited expenditure from our funds. 

GAME FOR STOCKING PURPOSES. 

During the past year we secured for stocking purposes quite a 
large number of desirable birds and animals, and expended for this 
nurnose during the 1921 fiscal year $(> 2 , 347 . 27 , exclusive of express* 
age. feeding till liberation, etc., in comparison with $56,259.91 dur¬ 
ing 1920, and $28,115.60 during 1919 for this purpose. During the 
1922 fiscal year we hope again to secure a large number of cotton¬ 
tailed rabbits and Mexican bob-white quail, with such number of 
deer, ring-neck pheasants, etc., as may be available. 

BOUNTIES. 

The growing popularity of the bounty system of Pennsylvania, 
especially when passing through serious industrial depressions, has 
resulted in an increase in the number of animals presented for 
bounties during the past year, requiring a total of $128,269.50 of 
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llie liuliters’ license revenue for this phase of our work alone. Lv 
reference to the Secretary’s report you will note that since the opei- 
ation of the present bounty system, beginning with April 15, 1915, 
we have paid bounties on more than 2,600 wild cats, almost 45,000 
foxes and more than 260,000 weasels, requiring a total of more than 
$500,000 to pay the bounties, not including the cost of administra¬ 
tion. In addition, our field officers during the year destroyed a 
large number of predatory birds and animals of various kinds, in¬ 
cluding 50 wild cats, 143 foxes, 63 minks, 259 weasels, more than 
3,500 crows, almost 1,500 stray domestic cats, and a large number 
of stray, homeless dogs. We believe the sportsmen in addition 
killed large numbers of destructive birds and animals of various 
kinds during the year, total figures for which, however, are not yet 
available. Sportsmen wffio reported on the game killed during the 
1920 season (reports were received from only eight per cent, of the 
number of licensees) reported killing a surprisingly large number 
of predatory birds and animals, the most notable of which is more 
than 6,500 weasels, more than 5,000 stray homeless cats, and other 
species in proportion. A complete tabulated statement of the birds 
and animals reported killed by the sportsmen who made reports 
for 1920 will be found in our Secretary’s report. 


STATUS OP FUNDS. 


By reference to our Secretary’s financial statement in the latter 
part of his report, you will note that during the year the total 
deposits from penalties, propagating licenses, etc., exclusive of hun¬ 
ter’s license fees in both funds, amounted to $69,963.25 as compared 
with $55,278.62 during 1920, and $29,014.06 deposited during 1919. 
In view of the fact that fully 75 per cent, of the time of our field 
force is spent in educational and preventative work, the amount so 
collected is surprising, especially since in the great majority of 
prosecutions the maximum penalty that might be imposed is not 
collected. Instead, it has been our policy from the beginning to 
impose only a sufficient amount of penalty to have the defendant 
understand that the law means what it savs. 

C' 

The deposits during the year from hunters’ license fees totals 

$438,591.50. This amount, together with the amount collected in 
penalties and other fees as above stated, aggregates a total of 
$508,554.75 deposited to our credit in the State Treasury during 
the year. The disbursements for the general activities of the Depart¬ 
ment (including the purchase of lands, surveys, titles, etc., from 
funds previously accumulated approximating a cost of almost 
$110,000.00) aggregates $527,588.40, and for the payment of bounties 
and administration in connection therewith $137,763.51, or total dis¬ 
bursements during the year of $665,351.91. 
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During the 1922 fiscal year the purchase of lands previously con¬ 
tracted for will require in the neighborhood of $19,000.00, and while 
the past year was an unusual one on account of the industrial de¬ 
pression necessitating greater vigilance and larger expenditures for 
field work, our activities during the coming year will be so re¬ 
stricted as to keep within the funds available. While the balance 
in the Treasury on November 30th in the two funds to our credit was 
$362,434.68, because of the later open season revenue deposited 
during December and January from hunters’ licenses issued during 
the season, and deposits from penalties and fees collected during the 
year, will make available to our use a sum in excess of $500,000. 
without using any revenue derived from 1922 licenses. 

FIELD FORCES 

The field force of this Department has during the past year co¬ 
operated with field forces of various other Departments in every 
way possible, and in return we have received more earnest co-opera¬ 
tion from other Departments, such as the Department of Forestry, 
Department of Fisheries, State Police and the Department of Agri¬ 
culture, that has been proven mutually advantageous. 

The personnel of our field organization is in better condition to¬ 
day than at any time in the past. The work is so co-ordinated that 
results as nearly uniform as possible are being obtained in all sec¬ 
tions, and the co operation received from all directions is indeed 
gratifying. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES B. PENROSE, President. 

JNO. M. PHILLIPS, Vice President. 

W. B. McCALEB. 

H. J. DONALDSON. 

J. S. SPEER. 

WILLIAM S. ELLIS. 

Attest: 


SETH E. GORDON, 
Secretary. 
















Harrisburg, Fa., December 1, 1921. 


To Tlie Members of the Board of Game Commissioners, 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:—I beg to submit the following Annual Report 
covering the work of the Department during the past fiscal year, 
and in order that important material may be made available for the 
use of the sportsmen of the Commonwealth, some of the data given 
10 you in the mid-summer report is herein incorporated. 

1 am very much pleased to report that the sportsmen of the 
Commonwealth, and in fact thousands of our citizens who are not 
at all interested in hunting, have taken a far greater interest in 
the work of the Commission during the past year than ever before. 
Through the splendid co-operation of the public press we have been 
able to disseminate a vast amount of useful information on changes 
in the game laws, the necessity for prompt action on the part of 
our people in various matters, such as feeding game, destroying 
vermin,, protecting song and insectivorous birds, etc., and this 
educational propaganda supplementing the work of our held force 
is largely responsible for the greatly improved conditions and ad¬ 
ditional interest taken by our people. While we were seriously 
handicapped in the dissemination of information on game law 
changes because of the printers’ strike, the public press came to our 
rescue and devoted more space to our work than any time previously, 
with the result that Pennsylvanians were generally well informed and 
governed themselves accordingly. 

Through the co-ordination of our held force, the co-operation of 
police officers of other Departments, and above all the increased 
i merest taken by the sportsmen themselves, the laws protecting 
game and wild birds were better observed in Pennsylvania this year 
than ever before. In meeting with sportsmen from all parts of the 
Srate one of the comments universallv heard is that our laws have 
never been so well obeyed as this season. 


NEW LEGISLATION 

As usual, the number of bills introduced in the last Legislature 
affecting sportsmen was quite large. A total of twenty-four (24) 
bills applying to some phase of hunting were introduced in the 
House and three (3) in the Senate. Had it not been for the recom¬ 
mendations sent to the Members of the Legislature and Sportsmen’s 
Organizations by the Game Commission early in January, the num¬ 
ber of bills introduced would have been very much larger. Only 
nine (9) of the House Bills passed finally and were approved by 
the Governor. 
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As a matter of record and information to those who have not 
previously received same, below is given a resume of the laws, af- 
fe, ting sportsmen passed by the 1921 Legislature. By comparing 
the list of new laws with the recommendations of the sportsmen 
endorsed by the Game Commission in the last annual report, it is 
gratifying to note that these recommendations were enacted almost 
verbatim as approved in a compilation sent to the sportsmen of the 
State under date of January 19th, 1921. The changes made by the 
1921 Legislature are: 

1. A uniform season for all small game during the month of 
November only, except woodcock and rabbits. While the great ma¬ 
jority of sportsmen desired the season for woodcock and rabbits 
included with other small game for the month of November only, 
the Legislature, as a compromise, refrained from changing the season 
as it previously applied to woodcock and rabbits. The season on 
raccoons was changed to open October 1st instead of September 1st, 
and close January 31st instead of Hecernber 31st. 

2. Reduced the bag limit on rabbits from ten to five per day, 
and left the season limit at forty; reduced the bag limit on ruffed 
grouse to three per day and fifteen for the season, instead of four 
per day and twenty-four for the season as heretofore; and reduced 
the bag limit on ring-neck pheasants to three per day and six for 
the season, instead of four per day and ten for the season as 
previously. 

3. Changed the law on deer to protect all male deer until they 

have antlers at least four inches long from the top of the skull 
instead of “two inches above the hair” as previously. 

4. Clarified the provisions of Section 21 of the general game 
law fixing the number of large game animals for camps and hunting- 
parties, made proper disposition of animals killed unintentionally 
in excess of the legal limit stipulated, provided for the tagging of 
large game within six hours after killing, and provided that each 
hunting party or camp must keep a roster to show the name, address 
and license numbers of all persons hunting with that party. 

5. Section 22 of the general game law relative to the killing of 
game when destroying crops was re-written to include all provisions 
of the old law relative to killing game when destroying crops and 

clarified same to avoid misunderstanding. 

6. Other changes in the general game law include some stringent 
regulations on the possession of ferrets and their delivery by common 
carriers; changing the propagating license law to permit shipping 
game propagated under license to other States under certain condi¬ 
tions ; extending the protection on elk until 1923; requiring the use of 
single bullets only in killing bears as game the same as previously ap¬ 
plied to deer; and changing the law on dogs chasing game during the 
the close season so that the owners may be prosecuted without first 
giving a written notice, also prohibiting the carrying of certain 
firearms while training dogs during the close season. 
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7. The Resident Hunter’s License Law was amended to provide 
for the wearing of the tag on the middle of the back instead of on 
the arm as previously, also to clarify various provisions concerning 
the carrying of the license and displaying the tag while hunting, 
and to give the Game Commission the power to revoke licenses for 
periods of one to five years. 

8 A new law protecting the mink, muskrat, opossum, otter, 
raccoon and skunk as fur-bearing animals, with an open season for 
all except the raccoon from November 1st to the end of February, 
and placing the enforcement of same under the jurisdiction of the 

Game Commission, also removing the mink from the list of animals 
on which bounty is paid. 

9. Reducing the bounty on weasels from $2.00 to $1.50. 

10. Two acts for the protection of human life, one controlling 
the shooting of bullets in game territory by prohibiting shooting 
at unprotected targets and live trees, the other imposing heavy 
penalties upon persons shooting others in mistake for wild creatures. 

With n few exceptions, the people of the State in general are very 
well pleased with the changes in the laws made by the 1921 Legisla¬ 
ture. While this report is being written renewed complaints are 
being received against extending the open season for rabbits into the 
large game season, and a number of complaints were received on the 
opening of the woodcock season prior to the open season for ruffed 
grouse, although such latter complaints were not so bitter as those 
relative to the yabbit season extending into the large game season. 
These are questions on which we may never be able to get ail classes 
of sportsmen to agree, largely because of our varied climatic con¬ 
ditions. The new bag limits seem to meet with the approval of 
everybody, and but few objections to the new requirements for camps 
while hunting big game have been received. 

Contrary to exceptions, many prominent sportsmen are already 
favorably commenting upon the change in the law on deer, and 
indications are that if the suggestion of the Game Commission to 
restrict the killing of deer to animals of two or more points to one 
antler, with a proviso that a deer with horns eight or more inches 
long without points should be considered legal, should again come 
up before the Legislature there will be no doubt about the large 
majority of sportsmen giving their hearty approval to such a pro¬ 
vision. Indications are that even under the present law but few 
“spike” bucks will be killed during the present season, and that the 
number of does and baby bucks killed will be materially reduced 
in many sections. Letters have lately been received from prominent 
sportsmen who bitterly opposed the change recommended by the 
Game Commission now giving their hearty approval to a change 
of this sort, because after the first few days, of the season they can 
readily see the value of such legislation. While a few camps during 
the 1920 season passed resolutions agreeing among themselves to 
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refrain from killing “spike” bucks, from information received a large 
majority of the camps in our deer territory will refrain from killing 
Cspike” bucks this year, because they realize that these animals .are 
needed for future breeding purposes, also that if left go until next 
year much better trophies will be the result. 

The changes made in the Resident Hunter’s License Law are meet¬ 
ing with general approbation among the sportsmen. Through 
slight changes in the arrangement of the license, as well as the tag, 
and the co-operation of the sportsmen in general, indications are 
that but comparatively few violations of this law occurred this year. 
The officers report that never before have they seen this law so uni¬ 
versally obeyed. The most important:, change, however, in the 
leu liter’s license law is that provision giving the Game Commission 
the power to revoke licenses , and from all directions comes, the in¬ 
formation that men who heretofore were disposed to disregard the 
game laws were particularly solicitous to obey strictly the present law 
for fear that any infractions might mean the revocation of their 
limiting license for periods of one to five years. In a number of 
cases license have already been taken away from persons who in¬ 
sisted on violating the law, and the publicity given in these instances 
has had a very wide-spread moral effect. This feature of the license 
law places our sportsmen of all classes on an equal basis, and even 
better results, may be expected in the future because of this provision. 


The two acts controlling and regulating- shooting, and especially 
the act imposing penalties upon persons shooting others in mistake 
for game, have so far proven far more valuable than the sponsors had 
hoped for. While the Representative from Huntingdon County had 
introduced a bill in the 1915 Session attempting to impose penalties 
upon persons shooting others in mistake for wild creatures, there 
seemed to be but little sentiment at that time for such legislation, 
with the result that the bill did not even get out of the Committee. 
From reports received up to this time, the sportsmen of the State 
would now protest most bitterly against the repeal of these two 
laws. Early reports indicate that shooting in large game territory 
will be reduced by at least seventy-five per cent., some claiming ninety 
per cent, over previous years, and that sportsmen who heretofor 
hesitated to participate in large game hunting will again feel free to 
enjoy their favorite sport. The first case under the new law im¬ 
posing penalties upon persons shooting others in mistake for wild 
creatures occurred in Lycoming County when Mr. George W. Sweelev 
of that county shot and killed Charles W. Carrol in mistake for a 
woodchuck. Mr. Sweeley was prosecuted by the County authorities, 
convicted and a heavy sentence imposed. A limited number of ad¬ 
ditional cases of this sort may develop before the close of the hunt¬ 
ing season, but the benefit of this act will become wide-spread as the 
result of such prosecutions becomes more generally known. 
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The consensus of opinion among the sportsmen seems to be that 
the present laws, with the few exceptions above mentioned, should 
be left undisturbed for several years so as to give plenty of time to 
trv out their value or undesirability. 

CODIFICATION OF GAME LAWS 

In view of the general trend in legislation to codify laws of all 
sorts, there was a very decided sentiment in the Game Committees of 
rhe House and Senate of the last Legislature in favor of codifying 
all the laws on our books relative to the taking of game in order that 
the bulk might be materially reduced and the laws in general simp¬ 
lified thereby. While I dislike to even attempt such codification as 
it will mean a great deal of difficult, painstaking work on the part 
of this office and the Legislative Reference Bureau, after a careful 
survey of the present laws it is evident that by codifying we can re¬ 
duce the bulk of the present laws by at least thirty-five (35) pages of 
the 1921 game law pamphlet. For example, each act now has a sepa¬ 
rate title, usually a separate clause defining various terms, each sec¬ 
tion a. separate recital of penalties, a separate clause making disposi¬ 
tion of seized property, a separate clause giving the power of summary 
conviction and such other matters as may be necessary to provide for 
proper enforcement, and a separate clause covering the disposition 
of penalties. If a code should be prepared, one title would suffice for 
all acts included in such code, and the disposition of property, enforce¬ 
ment, and penalties would each take just one clause instead of ap¬ 
pearing in each act separately as at this time. I would recommend 
against any material changes in the application of the present laws 
at this time. In addition to the above, there are several acts that are 
practically duplicates of each other, such as the alien gun and alien 
dog law, and the non-resident hunter’s license law and the resident 
hunter’s license law. In other instances our law is obsolete, such as 
the provision permitting the sale of wild water fowl, which is pro¬ 
hibited by the Federal law and will undoubtedly never again be 
legalized. 

FIELD FORCE 

The present system of handling our field force, the cooperation 
we are giving other Departments and the assistance we are in turn 
receiving from them, continues, to meet with the hearty approval 
and support of the sportsmen of the Commonwealth. Our field or¬ 
ganization, which was never in better shape than today, is so co¬ 
ordinated that uniform results are being obtained throughout the 
H^ate and the sportsmen are assisting our officers as never before. 
At least seventy-five per cent, of the time and effort of our field of¬ 
ficers is being devoted to educational work among the sportsmen, 
and the results obtained more than justify our effort in that direction, 


as we are securing such universal co-operation and support from the 
sportsmen that it augurs well for the future sportsmen of the Key¬ 
stone State. 

While the field officers have displayed a far greater interest and 
energetic activity in their work than ever before, because of the un¬ 
usual industrial depression through which we have been passing 
during the past year the demands, made on our field organization 
were greater than previously. While many of the complaints relative 
to violations of the law upon investigation developed that some un¬ 
employed citizen was merely trying to devote some idle time to 
destroying vermin, hunting for woodchucks, etc., and that the game 
laws were not being violated as had been reported, nevertheless these 
additional complaints required the expenditure of larger amounts 
for traveling expenses than anticipated. 

Because of the foregoing complaints, as well as the very decided 
increase in the number of hunters, the demands for the employment 
of Special Deputy Game Protectors to assist in controling conditions 
were unusually heavy. Even though the Deputy Protectors in general 
have assisted in a very material way without being employed under 
pay, still there were many urgent requests from all sections of the 
State for the employment of Special Deputy Game Protectors who 
had proven trustworthy and reliable to assist the regular officers. 
The result is that a considerably larger expenditure of funds was 
necessary for this purpose than anticipated. From reports received 
to date, the employment of such special help was entirely justified 
in the great majority of instances, and in many cases through such 
employment conditions were corrected and penalties were collected 
in excess of the amount necessary to expend for such employment. 

One case has been reported during the year in which it was neces¬ 
sary for one of our officers to defend himself by actually shooting a 
violator of the law after placing him under arrest. In this instance 
Special Deputy John O. Powell, of Ringtown, Schuylkill County, 
was compelled to shoot and kill one Frank Wilson, of Jersey Shore. 
After placing Wilson and his companion under arrest they went 
along without protest but suddenly jumped behind a water tank and 
opened fire on the officer. After Wilson was killed his accomplice 
suddenly departed for parts unknown. Both were apparently fugi¬ 
tives from justice. This is the first case oi: this sort during the last 

ten vears. 

GAME CONDITIONS 


Game conditions throughout the State prior to the open season were 
reported to be considerably better than any time during the past 
fifteen years. I visited nineteen (19) of our thirty-two (32) game 
refuges during the past year, and in the majority of instances trav¬ 
ersed the entire refuge line with the officer in charge, as well as 
uearbv territory. 1 also covered a majority of the sixtv -seven (6<) 
counties and conferred with interested sportsmen, and am satisfied 
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tJiat the reports coming to us relative to game conditions are not 
exaggerated. Last spring we had an exceptionally favorable hatch¬ 
ing and rearing season for our game birds in practically all parts of 
the State, and conditions were also quite favorable for a marked 


increase in our rabbits. In addition to favorable weather conditions, 
the sportsmen have taken an interest in destroying vermin, killing 
stray house cats, and assisting in securing a proper observance of the 
law relative to dogs running at large chasing and destroying game 
during the breeding season. The Department of Agriculture has 
also made a special effort to enforce the dog license law, which among 
other things means keeping even licensed dogs from running at large, 
in many cases destroying game and wild birds. 

While fi gures are not yet available on the results of the open sea¬ 


son, I am afraid that weather conditions have been against the sports¬ 
men so far, this being true especially for the grouse and rabbit hunt¬ 
ers, although such unfavorable weather conditions will undoubtedly 
save a great deal of breeding stock that would otherwise be killed. 
In order that you may more fully understand conditions as they 
apply to game of various species, I beg to report as follows: 

DEER: Reports from all sections of the State indicate that 

deer have increased very rapidly. Sections of the State, not looked 
upon as deer territory for a number of years, are again furnishing 
good deer hunting. In most instances such sections have been pro¬ 
tected by refuges or stocked by the Game Commission. A limited 
number of complaints have been received during the year from land 
owners who felt that deer had unnecssarily destroyed property for 


them. Under the new law relative to the killing of game when de¬ 
stroying property, land owners know definitely their rights when deer 
are materially injuring their property, and less complaints are antici¬ 
pated in the future. I regret to say that we know of three different 
instances where deer were killed by property owners because material 
damage was being done, and upon investigation it was found that 
such action was justifiable. I am reasonably sure that the kill of 
legal deer during the 1921 season will be twenty-five to thirty per 
cent, higher than last year, even though, from present indications, 
a great majority of the sportsmen will refrain from killing “spike” 
bucks. Last year the kill of illegal deer was materially reduced and 
during the present open season the kill of illegal deer in many sec¬ 
tions will again be reduced by approximately fifty per cent., this 
being made possible through better co-operation on the part of the 
sportsmen brought about by the unusually large amount of news¬ 
paper publicity, educational work among -sportsmen’s organizations 
and individuals, and a rather strict enforcement of the law, including 
the resident hunter’s license law. A large supply of new posters 
warning deer hunters has been printed and distributed throughout 
the State which will also help materially in correcting conditions. 




A record deer for the 1920 season, probably for the State, weigh¬ 
ing 267 pounds actual weight, hog dressed, was killed on Ross Run, 
Forest County. This was evidently one of the large Michigan deer 
stocked in that section a few years ago. 

ELK: While these animals seem to be increasing nicely in several 
sections ot the State, we are still receiving complaints from various 
directions about their depredations, and it may be necessary to re¬ 
move some of these animals in order to relieve the situation. Several 
elk have been killed during the past year by property owners under 
the provisions of law, and upon investigation it develops that such 
action was justified. 

REAR: Bears have appearentiy increased quite rapidly in many 
sections of the State, and in some instances outlaw bears have com 
mitted depredations, resulting in some sentiment in the last session 
of the Legislature to take all protection from bears in counties in 
which they become objectionable upon petition of 200 residents. 
While your action in 1919 increasing the bag limit of bears in Potter 
county to two per man caused an influx of bear hunters to that sec¬ 
tion, your action this year in taking the limit off bears entirely in 
that county and again permitting the use of bear pens, offering $25.00 
for each live bear trapped and turned over to the Game Commission 
between July 1st and January 1st, also making arrangements to trap 
bears through our own organization for stocking purposes in sections 
where these animals were formerly found, will undoubtedly help in 
a very material way to reduce the number and relieve conditions in 
that county. 

Early reports reaching the Department are that thousands of 
sportsmen swarmed to Potter County to hunt bears, taxing boarding, 
camping, railroad and all other facilities to the limit, and that most 
of the bears remaining in that county on November 1st were literally 


driven to surrounding territory. Food conditions were reported un¬ 
favorable during September and October in Potter County, causing 
some bears to drift out of that section in search of food. Early re¬ 
ports indicate that notwithstanding the large army of sportsmen 
hunting bears in Potter County, more bears are being killed in sur¬ 
rounding territory. 

Regardless of the fact that during the late summer months there 
was an unusually bountiful supply of berries of all sorts and trap¬ 
ping was difficult, nine (9) of these animals were trapped by our rep¬ 


resentatives and removed to the southwestern part of the State 
for stocking purposes. The residents of that county, however, seemed 
to take but little interest in building pens in order to catch bears for 
the Game Commission unless our representatives assisted in build¬ 


ing the pens. With such assistance a few pens were built and operated 
by residents of the county. 


17 


2 

















1 ndications 


are that the kill of bears in Pennsylvania will be con¬ 


siderably higher than last year because some early tracking snows 
made it possible to locate and pursue these animals more easily than 


during the 1920 season. Bears weighing 300 to 400 pounds hog 
dressed are not infrequent, but rarely are authentic reports received 
covering the killing of such extradordinary specimens as one recently 


killed in the southeastern part of Potter County, the carcass of which 
could not be dragged out of the forest with a mule. Experienced bear 
hunters composing the party estimated the weight at 550 pounds. 


The skin measured S feet 4 inches, and the sole of the hind foot 
measured 8V 2 inches, so that this animal was evidently a rare speci¬ 
men. 


1 have been requested to prepare a paper on “The Black Bear as 
a Game Animal in Pennsylvania” to be read at the Eighth National 
Game Conference held in New York City December 12th and 13th 
under the auspices, of the American Game Protective Association. 

In this paper I have given a complete history of legislation on 
bears in Pennsylvania, and hope same will prove of interest to rep¬ 
resentatives from most of the States and a number of Provinces of 
Canada there assembled. 

RABBITS: Because of the favorable breeding season last spring, 
as well as the restocking work done by the Department during the past 
winter, more rabbits were seen all over the State during the summer 


and early fall months than for 


four or more years past. 


In a few 


sections where vermin conditions are reported unfavorable, rabbits 
have apparently not materially increased. But of unfavorable 
weather conditions during the first month of the open season, the kill 
of rabbits may not equal that of 1920, although accurate estimates 
cannot be made until after reports are received from various parts 
of the State after the close of the season on December 15th. There 
is a great deal of sentiment among the sportsmen, especially in sec¬ 
tions where deer are hunted, against permitting the hunting of rab¬ 
bits in December, also because in December we usually have tracking 
snow which permits hunters to almost exterminate the stock re¬ 
maining over after November. 

SQUIRRELS: Early reports on squirrel conditions indicate that 
these animals have increased nicely during the past year, and in a 
number of sections sportsmen report better sqquirrel shooting than 
for some time past. Our unusually plentiful nut supply during the 
fall of 1920 with a mild winter was very favorable to squirrels. Many 
portions of the State are not adapted to squirrels at this time due to 
the cutting of our hardwood forests, and nut-bearing trees to supply 
food are now found in limited territories only. Young nut-bearing 
trees are plentiful in most sections of the State but not yet large 
enough to produce feed or suitable shelter. 


WILD TURKEYS: Reports received from practically all sec¬ 
tions where turkeys are found indicate that the birds remaining 
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over after the close of the 1920 hunting season wintered 


unusuallv 


well because of the mild weather prevailing, and that they hatched 
and raised good broods under favorable conditions last spring and 
summer. Early reports indicate that the kill of turkeys was prob¬ 
ably larger than usual because the season opened at the same time 
as the squirrel season, and the turkeys did not have the former two 
or three weeks in which to become wary when hunters approached. 
Regardless of this condition, it is the consensus of opinion among 
residents in turkey territory that the actual kill of turkeys will be 
no larger than heretofore when poaching frequently reduced large 
flocks during the squirrel and grouse season. 
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iicivc Apparently increased in 


most sections of the State, and with a favorable hatching and rear¬ 
ing season have again reached the point where, with careful protec¬ 
tion and continued conservative killing , these birds will furnish a 
fair amount of sport in many sections. Indications are that the 
weather conditions during the season just closed were not favorable 


to grouse shooting, and that we will have a fairly good supply of 
seed stock left over. While the bag limit was reduced by the last 
Legislature to three per day and fifteen for the season, but few pro¬ 
tests from sportsmen have been received concerning this reduced 
bag limit, and it is believed the great majority of hunters adhered 
strictly to this bag limit regardless of good shooting days following 
spells of unfavorable weather conditions that prevailed during the 
season. If our hunters will only continue conserving the grouse 
as they have during the past four seasons, there is no reason why 
we should not have a sufficient number of these gamest of all game 
birds to supply reasonable shooting for many years. 

RING-NECK PHEASANTS: Ring-necks are apparently increas¬ 
ing in most sections, and while twenty counties were closed this 
year to the shooting of these birds, indications are the reports will 
show that the number killed will be almost as large as last season. 
There seems to be a growing sentiment among our sportsmen to 
prohibit the shooting of female ring-neck pheasants, and by the time 
the next Legislature meets there will doubtless be a crystalization 
of sentiment in favor of restricting the killing of ring-necks to cocks 
only. The only objection to doing this is that some hunters may 
unintentionally kill female pheasants because they are not acquaint¬ 
ed with the birds and therefore unable to distinguish the sexes in 
flight, while others may occasionally kill female ring-neck pheasants 
in mistake for ruffed grouse. If the killing of ring-necks should be 
restricted to males only, the provision of our law T providing for the 
abatement of penalties where a mistake is made should be extended 
to apply to cases of this sort so that there might be an incentive, 
in addition to good sportsmanship, for hunters to report immediately 
errors of this kind and pay their penalty, and receive a return of a 
portion of same later on. 
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A bill in the last Legislature purporting to close the entire State 
to ring-neck pheasants for two years met with hearty approval from 
sportsmen generally, but this bill was caught and lost in the final 
rush of the session. It is regrettable that closing counties here and 
there to these birds has caused some hardships in instances where 
sportsmen innocently killed such birds in closed counties, although 
such ignorance is inexcusable, as same received very liberal pub¬ 
licity. 1 

QUAIL: Indications are that we have more quail in Pennsyb 
vania today than for many years past. The native birds seem to 
have increased in sections where they are still found, while the 
Mexican bob-whites received and stocked in the springtime have 
thrived in almost every section where released. Unfortunately, so 
many land owners refuse to permit even good law-abiding sports¬ 
men to kill any quail on their premises, with the result that sports¬ 
men cannot continue protecting and restocking quail, and in years 
to come the quail will again be back to the point where they were 
five or ten years ago unless this condition can be remedied. Through 
the sportsmen’s organizations it is hoped that these questions may 
be worked out with the land owners so that sportsmen will be per¬ 
mitted to hunt quail within reason in order that the birds may 
furnish sport; that the coveys may be scattered and inter-mixed; 
and that the sportsmen will feel free to continue restocking and 
feeding during the wintertime as has been done in the last six or 
more years. The true sportsmen of Pennsylvania are killing com¬ 
paratively few quail, because they are just as much interested in 
protecting and increasing these birds as the land owners. Last 
winter quail were not compelled to face the rigors of severe winter 
weather, and with favorable weather conditions this past season, 
several broods were reared. We have an authentic report of a 
Mexican bob-white quail that hatched a brood of fourteen (14) young 
birds on the 10th day of September last near Indiana. If weather 
conditions should become severe this winter a special effort will be 
made to have as many birds fed in their native habitat as possible, 
as well as trapped and cared for during the winter months. Birds 
fed without reducing to captivity should be trapped and coveys 
inter-mixed prior to the breeding season to secure the best results. 

HUNGARIAN PARTRIDGES: These birds when first stocked 
apparently disappeared and were thought to be an entire failure. 
In some sections, however, we have recently received reports that 
these birds are appearing, from where no one knows, and are in¬ 
creasing nicely. It is my opinion that when the birds were first 
stocked they were released in too limited numbers in each locality, 
and that in stocking a new species not less than from three to 
eight pairs should be released in close proximity to each other so 
that even though losses do occur there will be mates, for breeding 
purposes. Sportsmen who have hunted these birds report that they 
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are a splendid game bird, are more difficult to kill than bob-white, 
and seem to be able to care for themselves under more severe wea¬ 
ther conditions than the bob-white. 

better woodcock shooting than for sometime past. This apparently 
WOODCOCK: Reports indicate that these migratory game birds 

are increasing. Sportsmen in many sections of the State report 
agrees with the information received by the Federal authorities 
from other sections of the country. It is apparent, however, that 
most of the woodcock killed in Pennsylvania were killed during the 
month of November, while hunting for other game, 

WILD WATERFOWL: Last spring more wild waterfowl were re¬ 
ported than for a number of years past, and this fall the sportsmen 
of Pennsylvania enjoyed better shooting than for fifteen or twenty 
years past. Fortunately, our stream conditions were favorable to good 
shooting in the Susquehanna Valley and other sections ol the State, 
and the sportsmen who were at first disposed to protest bitterly 
against the inhibition against spring shooting are now in hearty ac¬ 
cord with our law and the Federal law prohibiting spring shooting. 

In connection with the law prohibiting spring shooting it is grati¬ 
fying to note that the Game Commission of Pennsylvania under date 
of May 24, 1899 passed a resolution condemning spring shooting 
of aquatic fowl within the United States and Canada, and asked the 
concerted support of Game Commissions, Associations and individuals 
in the United States and Canada to assist in securing National and 
Dominion laws that would totally abolish what was termed a nefa¬ 
rious and inhuman practice. I believe in the above resolution the 
Game Commission of Pennsylvania was the first organised body of 
this sort to take action on prohibiting spring shooting. 

TABULATION OP REPORTS FROM HUNTERS FOR 1920 

SEASON. 


As previously reported to you, about eight per cent, of the licensees 
for the 1920 season reported the quantity of game killed as requested 
on the stub attached to their licenses. While this was the first at¬ 
tempt to obtain such data in this manner, and the actual number of 
reports was far below expectations,, the data collected was invalu¬ 
able, and this initial effort demonstrates that in Pennsylvania the 
sportsmen are sufficiently wide awake to the benefit of data of this 
sort that it will probably be unnecessary to pass drastic laws imposing 
heavy penalties upon licensees who may overlook the request to file 
this report, as is the case in a number of other States. The highest 
percentage of licensees reporting in any county was thirty-six per 
cent, in the case of Fulton County. This little county demonstrated 
that her sportsmen are wide awake. The next highest percentage of 
reports came from Bradford County, from which slightly over 28 
per cent, of the sportsmen reported. The next five in their order 
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are: Union County, 22% per cent; Mifflin County, 22 per cent; 

Perry County, 20 per cent; Cumberland County; 19 per cent; and 
Dauphin County 18% per cent. The lowest percentage of returns 
was received from Greene County, from which only 1% per cent, 
of the sportsmen sent in their reports of game killed. 

This tabulation demonstrated conclusively that the figures here¬ 
tofore used by the Game Commission were consistently below the 
actual kill. Hundreds of these who reported had killed no game, some 
not even hunted, still the tabulation shows that the 34,000 licensed 
hunters who reported killed on an average of more than eight rab¬ 
bits each, more than two squirrels each and almost one grouse each, 
with other game generally distributed in proportion. A much 
better percentage of large game hunters than small game hunters 
reported. On the same basis, however, it is easy to estimate what 
the 434,000 licensed sportsmen in Pennsylvania killed last year, which, 
if added to game killed by those who can hunt legally without license 
on lands upon which they reside and cultivate, said to number up¬ 
wards of 200,000 persons additional, will amount to considerably 
more than the figures of the Game Commission if the same general 
average holds true. 

According to the reports, eight per cent, of the sportsmen in 1920 
killed: 


Deer .. . 

1,163 

Blackbirds 

. 17,458 

Bear . 

116 

Reedbirds . 

. 3,692 

Babbits . 

. . 278,982 

Shorebirds 

1 018 

Hares. 


Wild Cats 

<s*> 

Squirrels . 

. . 69,119 

Gray Foxes 

. 910 

Raccoons. 

4,631 

Red Poxes . 

. 846 

Wild Turkeys. 

823 

Mink . . . . . 

.... I 229 

Ruffed Grouse. 

. . 28,619 

Weasels . .. 

. 6,552 

Ring-neck Pheasants 

2,373 

Stray House Cats .... 5,086 

••••••••*•••• 

4,497 

Crows . .. . 

. 17,088 

Wild Geese. 

149 

Hawks . .. . 

. 3,513 

Wild Ducks. 

4,698 

Owls . 

. 1,339 

The average number < 

if days hunted, according 

to the reports filed. 


was slightly more than six days per man. Present indications 
are that the number of reports received for the 1921 season will be 
far in excess of those received for the 1920 season, with the result that 
the data from such tabulation will be .considerably more valuable 
than for the 1920 season. 

HUNTERS’ LICENSES 

There are but few changes in the form of the 1921 license. In the 
hope of having sportsmen understand the necessity for carrying the 
license on their person and displaying the tag on the middle of the 
back at all times while hunting as now required by law, a line of 
large type with a hand pointing to it-was placed at the top of the 
license, reading as follows: 
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“Save $20.00. Carry tills license and display tag on 
middle of back while hunting.” 


In printing the tags, instead of printing on the back of the tag thar 
it is necessary to display the tag in a certain place and thus require 
a second printing operation, we placed on the face of the tag between 
the county number and the license number the following: 

“Display tag on middle of back” 

The result is that the sportsmen apparently understand the re¬ 
quirements under the license law today better than ever before. In¬ 
dications are that the total issue of licenses for 1921 will be more than 
450,000, probably an increase of upwards of 30,000 over 1920. The 
issuance of non-resident hunters 7 license will also apparently be some 
what greater than last year. 

The decided increase in the number of licenses issued is accounted 
for by the increased interest our people are taking in outdoor rec¬ 
reation, especially hunting, and the fact that the industrial depres¬ 
sion has permitted many men who were otherwise idle to spend some 
time in the open enjoying the beauties of nature, killing a limited 
amount of game, and, in most cases, securing some desirable food 
to add to the family larder. 

We were somewhat handicapped in distributing our licenses be¬ 
cause of the printers 7 strike and were compelled to postpone the date 
for beginning enforcement of the law, but were able to keep up 
with the demands for licenses pretty well until along in November 
when the supply for a number of counties was exhausted and we 
were unable to have our suj>ply of “Special Issue” licenses completed 
quickly enough to keep all county treasurers fully supplied. In a 
few cases county treasurers were compelled to issue receipts until 
the additional supply of licenses could be secured. 

Indications are that many hunters who heretofore did unsports¬ 
manlike things on lands whereon they were hunting refrained from 
doing so this season because the new location for the wearing of th 
hunter’s license tag made identification less difficult. 


e 


HUNTING ACCIDENTS 

With a larger number of hunters it is self-evident that the number 
of hunting accidents will also, unfortunately, be quite large. In 
making a survey of the accidents so far reported it is regrettable to 
note that 1 a great majority of hunting accidents are the result of 
carelessness with firearms in the hands of the persons killed, and 
not accidents occurring because fellow-sportsmen were carelessly 
shooting at game. The two drastic laws previously referred to in 
this report controlling the shooting of bullets and imposing severe 
penalties upon persons shooting others in mistake for wild crea¬ 
tures have undoubtedly helped very materially in reducing the loss 
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of human life. i)ata on hunting accidents from all parts of the 
State will later be collected and given in the addendum. 


GAME REFUGES 


To date a total of thirty-two (32) refuges have been arranged for, 
two of which, however, are not yet established. Of these thirty-two 
(32) twenty (20) are situated on State Forests; five (5) are on 
leased lands, and five (5) are on Preserves already purchased, and 
the other two (2), not yet established, on lands for which deeds 
have not yet been received. The last two mentioned are the Jefferson 
County and the McKean County Preserves. The Jefferson purchase 
is being held up due to the fact that there are so many heirs to be 
dealt with. We received nine separate options for these lands and 
Mr. Potter tried to arrange that all heirs would execute one deed. 
However, this was found impossible and he is now working to have 
all interests execute five deeds. Settlement was further seriously 
complicated by the death of two of the heirs, one of whom was the 
attorney-in-fact for two of the other heirs, and the other died leav¬ 
ing children. These complications are being satisfactorily straight¬ 
ened out and are here mentioned simply as an example of the dif¬ 
ficulties encountered in purchasing preserves, and the reason for 
seemingly unnecessary delay in completion of a purchase. 

Field wo,rk for surveys of the outside lines has been completed 


for all seven purchases, and preliminary maps available. Consider¬ 
able map work is still to be done but can not be completed until 
the lines around the refuges themselves are run, the cost of which 
w T ill be comparatively small. 

We have never had accurate maps of all game refuges on State 
Forests, so during the past fall an agreement was entered into with 
the Department of Forestry by which they would make such sur- 
veys, providing we furnished three or four men to serve as rodmen 
and chainmen. Field work for eighteen (18) out of the twenty (20) 
refuges has been completed and it is expected that the Department of 
Forestry will shortly supply the Commission a copy of the field 
notes of each survey. We then will be able to determine the exact 
acreage comprising each game refuge. 

Following is a brief statement concerning the present status of 
the seven (7) preserve purchases: 


Pro serve 
Number 

County 

Purchase 
Area : (Acres) 

Remai ks: 

12 . 


.7,492.9_ 

. . . Conveyance completed. Refuge estab- 
lislfed. Survey of boundary completed. 

25. 

..Elk. 

.6,288.5. .. . 

. . . Conveyance completed. Refuge estab- 
lished. Survey of boundary completed. 
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Preserve 

Number 


County 


Purchase 
Area: (Acres) 


Remarks 
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•Bedford, Blair 6,485.4 and Conveyances completed. Refuge estab- 
and Cambria. . .2/3 undivided lished. Survey of boundary and refuge 

interest in completed. 




856.6 



28. . . 

_Elk . 

.9,142.7. 

. Conveyance 

compiled. Refuge estab- 




lished. Sur 

vey of boundary completed. 

29. . . 


.8,471.01. 

. Conveyance 

completed except for two 




lots of 165 

acres each. Refuge estab- 




lished. Sm 

■vey of boundary completed. 

80. . . 

.McKean 

.5,04t>.9 . . . .. 

. .Conveyance 

not consummated. Survey 




of boundary 

> r completed. 

21 . . . 


o 474 4 

• « * • . ».*. * 1 . 1 . . i. • • « •• • 

. Conveyance 

not consummated. Survey 


of boundary completed. 


The purchase of lands has been considerably more expensive than 
estimated because the titles in many cases required a great deal 
more work than expected, and the surveys were tedious and ex¬ 
pensive due to the fact that in most cases no actual surveys had 


been made 


of the. lands for many vears, 

9 * / 


with the result that old 


markers, etc., were entirely obliterated. 

Conditions at our game refuges in general are considerably better 
than for sometime past. The buildings at the refuges have been put 
in first-class, repair, roads and firellues put in good condition, so 
that the maintenance for the next year or two should be consider- 

C/ 

ably less on the old established preserves. We have been fortunate 
to come through the past year without any serious fires at any of our 
game refuges or surrounding territory. Food conditions have been 
improved wherever possible, and more vermin of all sorts was de¬ 
stroyed by our refuge keepers during the past year with the assist¬ 
ance of our trapping instructor than had been killed during any 
three years previously. 


AUXILIARY GAME REFUGES 


The eight (8) auxiliary gaine refuges now established seem to be 
meeting the expectations of the sportsmen interested with but little 
difficulty in the administration thereof. These refuges are located 
as follows: 

1. In Perry Township, Clarion County, near Parkers 
Landing. 

2. In Monroe Township, Wyoming County, near Al- 

derson. 

3. In southern Tinicum Township, Bucks County. 

4. In northeastern Nockamixon Township, Bucks 
County. 

5. In Donegal Township, Butler County. 
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6. In Tyrone and Strabane Townships, Adams Coun- ; 
ty, near Hunterstown. 

7. In South Fayette Township, Allegheny County, 
near Oakdale. 

8. In Wood Township, Huntingdon County, near 
Robertsdale. 

Whether more of these refuges should be established now is a de¬ 
batable question. It might be advisable to wait until further studies 
can be made of the results of these auxiliary refuges. 

GAME FOR RESTOCKING PURPOSES 

During the past year the purchase of game of various kinds, es¬ 
pecially Mexican Bob-White quail and cotton-tailed rabbits, was 
less difficult than at any time during the last five years. Shippers of 
quail reported that the drought that had continued for several suc¬ 
cessive years and apparently caused a shortage of quail in northern 
Mexico had subsided and weather conditions were again more nor¬ 
mal, with the result that the number of quail trapped last winter 
was greater than during the entire time since 1916. We could have 
purchased during the winter months ten or fifteen thousand quail, 
but because of our past experiences no birds were accepted for ship¬ 
ment prior to March 1st, According to tabulated statement of game 
purchased given later in this report, you will note that we purchased 
and distributed 11,283 bob-white quail in first-class condition. 

Cotton-tailed rabbits were available in goodly numbers and we 
secured and distributed throughout such portions of the State as 
needed restocking quite badly, as well as in some other sections for 
the purpose of supplying new blood, a total of 15,423 cotton-tailed 
rabbits. We also obtained and released 7.540 varying hares, com¬ 
monly known among our people as. snowshoe rabbits. 

The available supply of desirable deer and other game has been 
quite limited for several years past, while the native ruffed grouse 
cannot be secured in any worthwhile number anywhere in North 
America. Our sportsmen are constantly becoming more imbued 
with the thought that if the native birds and animals of Pennsylvania 
are given proper protection restocking with species foreign to our 
State will not be necessary. 

The number of ring-neck pheasants available last year was some¬ 
what limited because since the war many of the farms previously 
raising these birds in large numbers have not been able to again get 
back on a pre-war basis, and because of rather unsatisfactory ex¬ 
periences during 1920 with the distribution of large numbers of ring- 
neck pheasant eggs, the number of eggs purchased was only a frac¬ 
tion of our distribution heretofore. The majority of the eggs so 
secured were placed in the hands of our several refuge keepers, with 
whom the results were apparently better than those secured by 
general distribution to interested sportsmen. We purchased a total 
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of 5,389 eggs, from which 2,854 birds were hatched, of which number 
1,195 were reared to maturity and released. The average cost of the 
birds so reared and released was $1.15 per bird in comparison with’ 
$2.05 per bird in 1920, $0.96 per bird in 1919, and $1.04 per bird in 
1918. A number of the refuge keepers have on hand a limited supply 
of birds from which they hope to gather eggs for hatching, as well 
as for distribution to nearby interested sportsmen. 

• BEAVER 

The colonies of beaver previously established are apparently thriv¬ 
ing and increasing in splendid shape. No complaints have yet been 
received relative to their work except in one instance, where a pair 
of these animals, not the result of stocking on our part but apparently 
from an old colony located in the Poconos a number of years ago, 
have caused some annoyance to a property owner in that section. 
If this annoyance continues next spring the only remedy will be to 
trap and remove these animals. 

The securing of additional beaver during the past year for stock¬ 
ing purposes has been practically out of the question, and only three 
additional colonies have been started during the year located as 
follows: 

1. Preserve No. 8 on the Loyalsock Greek, Lycoming County. 

2. Preserve No. 4 near New Germantown, Perry County. 

3. In Clinton County, on McElhattan Run. 

Additional animals have been promised from various directions. 
Just what the result will be of anticipated trapping operations I am 
unable to say. Our citizens, however, continue to take a great deal 
of interest in our effort to re-establish the beaver in Pennsylvania, 
and desire more colonies established as rapidly as animals are avail 

able. 

BOUNTIES 

_The operation of the Pennsylvania bounty system is meeting with 

the continued approval and support of the sportsmen, and our sys¬ 
tem of handling the payment of bounties is receiving quite favorable 
consideration * by other States. During the fall of 1920 fur buyers 
discouraged trapping, among other things reducing the price so de¬ 
cidedly that trappers apparently intended doing but little trapping 
during the winter of 1920 and 1921. This led us to believe that the 
total amount of money required for bounties would probably not ex¬ 
ceed $90,000 or thereabouts. When the industrial depression over 
the whole country became a reality throughout Pennsylvania, mam 
of our unemployed turned their attention to trapping, and regaidless 
of the fact that the Legislature reduced the bounty on weasels from 
$2.00 to $1.50, effective April 1st last, and the mink was taken from 
the bounty list entirely by the Act of May 17, 1921, the number of 
bounty claims continued increasing throughout the year, as well be 
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noted by detailed statement attached, and the total amount of money 
required to pay the bounties during the past fiscal year was $128,- 
269.50, consisting of 33,486 separate claims. If the claims for boun¬ 
ties continue pouring into the office at the present rate, as they un¬ 
doubtedly will so long as this industrial depression lasts, the amount 

of money necessary to pay the bounties during the 1922 fiscal year 
will be approximately $125,000 or more, even though the weasel 

bounty has been reduced to $1.50. For the purpose of comparison, 
I give below a statement covering the payment of bounties since 
April 15, 1915 up to and including November 30, 1921, as follows: 


AMOTT1STT 


- YEAR: 

WILD OAT : 

GRAY POX: 

RED FOX: 

MINK: 

WEASEL: 

PAID: 

1916* 

862 

5,124 

5,335 

4,845 

39,111 

$ 70,046 

1917 

393 • 

3,734 

3,336 

5,846 

44,720 

66,614 

1918 

315 

3,310 

2,810 

4,328 

28,631 

47,089 

1919 

442 

4.474 

4,246 

5,189 

34,625 

69,290 

1920 

314 

4,527 

2,295 

2,253 

53,8,73 

125,184 

1921 

308 

3,372 

3,375 

3,753 

59,755 

128,269.50 

Totals, 

2,634 

24,541 

21,397 

23,214 

260,705 

506,491.50 

t 


^Includes bounties paid from April 15, 1915, to Dec. 1, 1916, inci. 

Many sportsmen can scarcely believe that since the beginning of 
our present bounty system we have paid bounties on more than 
2,600 wild cats, almost 50,000 foxes and more than 260,000 weasels, 
requiring a total of more than a. half million dollars tO ! pay the boun¬ 
ties without the cost of administration, which including postage, 
etc., at this, time aggregates about $9,000 per annum. The sportsmen 
generally agree that probably half as many more of these animals 
of various kinds, especially weasels, were killed by interested sports¬ 
men for which no bounty was claimed. What the result of the inroads 
of this horde of destroyers would be were they permitted to go on 
unchecked is appalling. However, whether we can continue paying 
even the present rate of bounties on animals of various kinds and at 
the same time conduct our many other activities on anything like the 
scale that has prevailed in the past will depend entirely upon the 
funds available for the use of the Department. Should industrial 
conditions, make a decided improvement, the amount of vermin killed 
will be materially reduced. 


KILL OF VERMIN BY EMPLOYES 
Our field officers during the past year killed vermin as follows: 
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Dogs 

Stray 

Domestic 
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Weasels 

Opossum 
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Skunks 

i 

Crows 

\ 

Crow 

Nests 

Hawks 

TO 

£ 

S3 

M 

m 

i 

£ 

o 

oq 

CL 

£ 

C 

Game 

Protectors: 

2,281 

1,359 

7 

20 

10 

26 

127 

6 

86 

46 

3,225 

212 

518 

36 

23 


Game 

Preserve 

Keepers: 

81 

85 

43 

41 

72 

37 

132 

11 

196 

214 

326 

15 

95 

5 

m 

1 

Totals. 

2,332 1,444 

50 

61 

82 

63 

259 

17 

282 

26 1 > 

5,551 

227 

603 

41 

43 
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SONG AND INSECTIVOROUS BIRDS 


vjubei\ers agree that song and insectivorous birds are increasing 
throughout the entire United States and that some species, the life- 
work of .which may be considered entirely beneficial, have even in¬ 
creased to a point where inroads upon fruit and berry crops are be- 
coming a serious question. Unfortunately, the planting of food 
of various kinds for our birds has not kept pace with the laws giving 
additional protection, and in a number of States during the past 
summer the Federal authorities saw fit to issue permits for the killing 
of robins during,, fruit and berry seasons. Your resolution of July 
1st, 1921 on this subject was as follows: 


“The attention of the Board was called to the fact 
that the Federal Government has, been issuing permits 
to persons to kill robins from May 16th to July J5th 
when these birds are destroying cherries, berries, and 
other small fruit. 

“The Board was unanimously of the opinion that if 
the robins are so numerous as to be seriously destruc¬ 
tive, the proper time to reduce them would be in the 
autumn and not in the nesting season. 

“The laws of Pennsylvania do not give authority to 
the Board of Game Commissioners, or to any citizen, 
to kill robins or any other insectivorous birds, at any 
time.” 


This seems to meet wish the entire approval of the great majority 
of our citizens. 

CO -OPERATION WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


The field force of this Department continues co-operating as closely 
as possible wixli the forces of the Department of Forestry, Depart¬ 
ment of Fisheries, State Police, as well as with the Department of 
Agriculture, in the latter instance in the enforcement of the dog 
license law, as required by Act of Assembly. The manner in which 


rnese several neid forces are co-operating is, being favorably comment¬ 
ed upon by sportsmen in all portions of the State, and this condition 
will undoubtedly vastly improve conditions in the future. 


STATUS OF FUNDS 

From tabulated statements attached you will note the amounts 
expended from our funds during the past fiscal year, which expendi¬ 
tures, because of conditions that are entirely unavoidable, are con¬ 
siderably greater than will be possible in the future. It has develop¬ 
ed that the demands made upon our officers during the past year 
because of unemployment lias resulted in a greater expenditure for 
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traveling expenses than was anticipated, also that the demands for 
special assistance have required quite a large amount for this pur¬ 
pose, but the results secured from these expenditures fully justify 
them. While it was anticipated that completing the titles and 
deeds in connection with the purchase of lands, surveys, etc., would 
cost considerable money because of the nature of the titles and the 
fact that old land marks had been obliterated years ago, the .funds 
necessary to complete this work were considerably in excess of ori¬ 
ginal estimates. The erection of substantial, permanent buildings 
as places of residence on our new refuges has also required more 
money than set aside for this purpose, because Members of the Board 
having supervision over the erection of such buildings deemed it 
advisable to build more substantially than first anticipated. An¬ 
other item that ran higher than orginally calculated upon was ex- 
pressage on game due to high express rates prevailing during the 
year, also as directed by you more game was purchased than had 
first been decided upon because it was, thought advisable to secure 
it while available. 


On the following pages you will find detailed statements relative 
to bounties paid, status of funds, etc. Prior to the date of your an¬ 
nual meeting data will be prepared relative to game killed, hunting ac¬ 


cidents and number of licenses issued, to be attached to this report 
in the form of an addendum. 


STATEMENT COVEIMNG GAME OF VARIOUS KINDS PUR¬ 


CHASED AND RELEASED, GAME SECURED AND HELD 
FOR LIBERATION SPRING OF 1922 AND GAME CON¬ 
TRACTED FOR BETWEEN DECEMBER 1,1920 AND 

NOVEMBER 30, 1921. 


GAME RELEASED: (In addition to game held per 1920 Report .) 


Deer, .. 54 

Wild Turkeys, . 94 

Ring-neck Pheasants, . 1.76S 

Ring-neck Pheasant Eggs,.'. . . . 5,389 

Rabbits (Cotton-tail),.. 15,423 

Varying hares (Snow-shoe rabbits),. 7,540 

Quail, Bob-white, .. 11,283 

Beaver, . 13 


"GAME PURCHASED AND DELIVERED: (Held for liberation 
this coining spring.) 


Ring-neck Pheasants, 


1,114 


CAME PURCHASED OR CONTRACTED FOR TO BE DELIVER 
ED: (Prior to July 1, 1922.) 


Deer, .... 100 

Wild Turkeys, . 75 

Ring-neck Pheasants, .. 528 

Rabbits, (Cotton-tail) ... 20,000 

Varrying Hares, . 3,000 

Quail, Bob-white, . 15,000 

Fox Squirrels, . 2,000 

Beaver, . 50 
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SUMMARY SHEET OF BOUNTY CLAIMS ALLOWED ON NOXIOUS ANIMALS DURING THE 
YEAR OF DECEMBER 1ST 1920, TO NOVEMBER 30TH 1921, INCLUSIVE. 


Fox 


County 

Wildcat 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasesi 

Amount 

Adam® _ _ __ _ _ 

_ _ 0 

104 

5 

5 

488 

$ 1,0;6 50 

Allegheny,_ _ _ __ 

. _ 2 

3 

3 

19 

328 

643 00 

Armstrong, _ - _ - 

_ 9 

0 

4 

58 

1,488 

2,753 00 

Beaver _____ 

_ 0 

0 

29 

20 

141 

344 50 

Bedford, _ __ 

. __ _ I 

231 

33 

81 

965 

2,286 00 

Berks,__ _ _ __ _ 

______ 0 

49 

30 

9 

984 

1,877 0J 

Blair, _ _ __ 

__ __ 0 

74 

49 

35 

662 

1,434 00 

Bradford, _ _ _ 

— _ 4 

117 

215 

245 

2,336 

5,340 50 

Bucks, _ _ _ 

. _ _ a 

13 

16 

10 

012 

1,100 00 

Butler, _ __ _ _ - 

. __ 0 

0 

17 

77 

2,321 

4,252 50 

Cambria, _ __ 

- 0 

28 

40 

102 

705 

1,528 00 

Cameron, __ _ _ 

_ _ _ 18 

17 

38 

32 

112 

504 50 

Carbon, _ _ 

_ 6 

9 

8 

19 

238 

513 00 

Center, _ _ _ 

7 

108 

125 

28 

1,259 

2,815 50 

Chester, _«_ _____ _ . 

_ _ 0 

5 

24 

40 

744 

1,433 00 

Clarion, _ _ _ 

_ 0 

2 

60 

116 

2,080 

3,984 50 

Clearfield, __ _ _ 

_ _ _ 8 

69 

114 

119 

1,657 

3,586 OO 

Clinton _ _ 

___ 38 

62 

38 

4 

356 

1,131 00 

Columbia _ _ _ _ 

_ 12 

38 

26 

55 

1,291 

2,612 00 

Crawford, _ _ _ — 

_ 0 

6 

24 

258 

3,475 

6,645 50 

Cumberland, ___ 

_ 2 

104 

10 

4 

638 

1,380 00 

Dauphin _ _ _ 


85 

24 

7 

719 

1,492 00 

Delaware, _ _ 

_ 0 

0 

0 

0 

39 

69 50 

Elk, _____ _ ___. 

__ 29 

17 

93 

72 

678 

1,837 00 

Erie, _ _ _ . 

_ _ 0 

0 

12 

124 

1,927 

3,585 00 

Fayette, 

_ 6 

93 

22 

80 

426 

1,147 00 

Forest, _ _ . 

_ __ 8 

0 

67 

54 

712 

1,621 50 

Franklin, _ _ __ _ _ 

__ 3 

142 

22 

18 

543 

1,326 50 

Fulton __ 

- _3 

128 

3 

33 

309 

870 00 

Greene, _ ___ _„__ 

_ 0 

3 

17 

S 

175 

375 50 

Huntingdon _ _ _ 

__ __ _ 4 

2215 

88 

60 

917 

2,326 OO 

Indiana, __ _ _ _ 

___J_ _ 0 

33 

19 

79 

1.298 

2,534 50 

Jefferson, _ _ _ _. 

_ _ __ 2 

7 

45 

103 

1,872 

3,572 00 

Juniata, _ _ __ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ 4 

127' 

16 

13 

551 

1,289 00 

Lackawanna, 

. ___ _ — 1 

36 

50 

23 

368 

905 50 

Lancaster, __ 

0 

4 

28 

5 

802 

1,443 50 

Lawrence. _ ___ __ _ __ 

__ _ _ 0 

0 

3 

12 

634 

1,004 00 

Lebanon, 

. _ _ 0 

3 

9 

1 

358 

635 00 

Lehigh, _ 

_ 0 

19 

5 

5 

474 

874 50 

Luzerne _ __ _ _ . 

— _ .13 

45 

19 

120 

1,6S0 

'3,390 00 

Lycoming, _ _ _ _ . 

__ __ __ . 15 

64 

115 

101 

1,477 

3,270 50 

McKean, __ 

__ 12 

3 

130 

96 

1,688 

3,738 50 

Mercer, __ __ 

_ — 0 

0 

0 

104 

1,557 

2,996 50 

Mifflin, __ - _ _ _ 

_ _ __ __ 9 

101 

42 

17 

567 

1,370 50 

Monroe _ _ _ 

_ _ _ 15 

56 

33 

70 

556 

1,384 00 

Montgomery, __ _. 

— _ 0 

18 

2 

10 

489 

$916 00 

Montour, _ __ _ 

_ 0 

3 

0 

6 

290 

527 60 

Northampton _ _ _ 

_ 0 

35 

5 

43 

402 

849 00 

Northumberland _ _ __ 

_ _ _ 0 

19 

11 

9 

759 

1,427 50 

Perry, _ _ __ _ 

_— 1 

178 

54 

10 

877 

2,025 50 

Philadelphia, _ _ - 

. _ _ __ 0 

0 

0 

0 

18 

31 00 

Pike, _ ___ _ _ 

_ _ . 14 

31 

32 

64 

258 

798 50 

Potter, _ _ _ 

______ 9 

4 

214 

75 

1,233 

3,008 00 

Schuylkill, _ _ _ _ 

._ __ _ 0 

61 

18 

32 

927 

1,901 50 

Snyder, _____ 

_ _ __ 0 

25 

25 

17 

541 

1,064 00 

Somerset _ _ ___ _ __. 

_—_ 6 

203 

49 

193 

1,300 

3,121 00 

Sullivan _______ _ 

__ _ 21 

18 

112 

43 

435 

1.282 50 

Susquehanna, ___ _ 

_ 0 

157 

238 

89 

742 

2,246 50 

Tioga, _ _ 

_ _ 13 

38 

290 

125 

969 

2,683 50 

Union, _ __ __ __ . 

_ _ 1 

23 

13 

30 

309 

079 50 

Venango, _ __ _ _ __ 

_ _ 1 

0 

40 

87 

1,964 

3,854 50 

Warren, _ __ _ __ _ _ _ __ 

10 

6 

102 

134 

1,592 

3,372 00 

Washington __ __ 

__ _ 0 

0 

46 

7 

327 

704 00 

Wayne, _ _ _ _ 

_ ___ 4 

59 

198 

80 

506 

1.568 50 

Westmoreland, __ _ 

_ 4 

116 

27' 

70 

1,111 

2.421 00 

Wyoming, _ __ _ 

__ _____ 2 

101 

68 

66 

083 

1,670 50 

York, _ _ 

_ 0 

27 

55 

2 

906 

1,723 50 

Totals, - - 

_ 308 

3,372 

3,375 

3,753 

59,755 

$128,269.50 


Recertified claims paid by this Department,_______ 30 00 

$128,299 50 


t 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT BY MONTHS OF BOUNTY CLAIMS ALLOWED ON NOXIOUS 
ANIMALS DURING THlE PAST THREE FISCAL YEARS. 


1919 


December 
January _ 
February 
March 

A pril _ 

May _- 

June _ 

July - 

August — 
September 
October, . 
November, 


Total, ___ 

Recertified claims paid by this Dept. 


Fox 


Wildcat 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasel 

Amount 

84 

465 

618 

1,306 

4,525 

$ 8,501 

140 

1,211 

1,416 

1,521 

0,818 

14,433 

67 

1,001 

921 

911 

4,418 

9,575 

84 

1,072 

681 

814 

4,444 

9,268 

18 

238 

211 

218 

1,975 

3,199 

19 

82 

88 

46 

1,015 

1,515 

3 

76 

67 

26 

1,301 

2,052 

2 

33 

39 

39 

1,680 

3,147 

5 

27 

19 

39 

1,778 

3,436 

1 

28 

17 

54 

1,537 

3,020 

8 

51 

26 

22' 

1,858 

3,758 

11 

190 

143 

183 

3,296 

7,345 

442 

4,474 

4,2:40 

5,189 

314,625 

$69,254 
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Grand total. 


$ 99,290 


1920 Wildcat 

Fox 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasel 

Amount 

December _ - 

54 

541 

430 

733 

10,209 

$ 23,254 

January - 

108 

1,693 

920 

631 

10,811 

27,858 

February _ 

38 

941 

303 

258. 

5,565 

14,039 

March 

61 

958 

256 

185 

5,450 

13,894 

April _ __ _ - - - 

23 

223 

130 

06 

3,476 

7,834 

May _ 

0 

47 

56 

24 

1,944 

4,130 

June _ _ _ __ -- 

3 

,24 

50 

30 

2,303 

4,771 

July _ _ _ 

0 

36 

35 

58 

3,208 

6,595 

August. --- 

1 

25 

12 

51 

3.655 

7,421 

September _ 

2 

33 

12 

30 

2,345 

4,821 

Oetober - -- 

2 

23 

20 

40 

2,030 

4,198 

November-- 

10 

73 

09 

147 

2,877 

6,311 

Total. --- 

314 

4,527 

2,295 

2,253 

53,873 

$125,150 

28 

$125,184 

utLCI llUcl 1 Cidl.lJ.JS JIalU IJy unis l - 
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1921 


December 
January . 
February 
March 
April 

May _ 

June _: 

July-- 

August — 
September 
Oetober - 
November 


Total, ----- 

Recertified claims paid by this Dept. 

Grand total. _ 


(Fox) 


deat 

Gray 

Red 

Mink 

Weasel 

Amount 

30 

259 

231 

*607 

7,414 

$16,037 03 

66 

519 

776 

1,212 

9.3*22 

22.959 00 

63 

762 

854 

856 

7.132 

18 859 O * 

'79 

1,010 

741 

840 

8,101 

21,173 00 

22 

212 

118 

147 

3,141 

7,126 50 

w • 

i 

76 

126 

40 

1.854 

3,837 50 

4 

94 

140 

20 

2,699 

4,905 00 

2 

78 

45 

6 

4,260 

6.859 00 

3 

60 

58 

11 

4.947 

7,858 50 

3 

32 

40 

6 

2.981 

4,74s 50 

5 

44 

34 

6 

2.850 

4,577 50 

24 

220 

206 

2 

5.048 

8,728 00 

308 

3,372 

3,375 

3.753 

59,756 

$128/369 50 

30 00 






8128.299 50 






















































































































































































































Covering' period from December 1st, 1920, to November 30, 1921, Inclusive. 


GAME PROTECTION AND PROPAGATING FUND. 


Balance in State Treasury Dec. 1 st, 1920 


8 89,525.46 


DEPOSITS : 

One-half net revenue from Hunters Licenses deposited 

in this fund during fiscal year. .$ 219,295.75 

Portion of penalties, costs, etc., deposited with this 
fund .. 49,878.68 


269,174.43 


Total . $ 358,699.89 

Transferred from Bounty Fund and included in the 
Disbursements below, which also includes moneys 
drawn from the Bounty Fund for the purchase of 

lands ... 362,248.85 


DISBURSEMENTS : 

Salaries of Game Protectors, Assistant Game Pro¬ 
tectors, and general office force . 

Expenses of salaried officers .•. 

Salaries and expenses of Special Deputy Game Pro¬ 
tectors employed for special duty . 

Salaries of Game Preserve Keepers . 

Expenses of Game Preserve Keepers, purchase and erec¬ 
tion of telephones, buildings, supplies, etc., for twenty- 

four preserves . 

Expenses of Game Preserve Keepers, purchase of 
buildings repairs, supplies, titles, surveys, etc., on 
newly established preserves and preserves under pro¬ 
cess of completion, eight in number . 

Expenses on eight Auxialiary Game Preserves. 

Game purchased and distributed . 

(Refunds from carriers for losses 8 2,168.99) 
Expenses in caring for game held for liberation .... 

Expressage on game, etc. 

(Express refunds $ 656.96) 

Grain and feed purchased for feeding game . 

Advertising the closing of counties, and the setting 
aside of certain streams within the game preserves 

as nursery streams, etc. 

Bounties paid on dogs killed while chasing deer. 

Attorney fees.... 

Postage . 

Purchase and upkeep of automobiles owned by the Depart¬ 
ment and upkeep of motor-boats, . 


8 720,948.74 


8 146.673.08 
83,571.10 

30,059.47 

27,032.17 


20,768.43 


30,405.38* 

189.98 

62,349.27 


1,859.99 

16,326.57 

5,144.59 


589.91 

125.00 

972.90 

1,266.55 

12,917.50 


Purchase of Lands: 

Bradford Co., Preserve No. 12 .... 
Bedford & Cambria Cos., Preserve 

No. 26 . 

Elk & Warren Cos., Preserve No. 28 
Warren County, Presrve No. 29 . . 
Badges for Special Deputy Game Protectors, 
Cost of physical examination of officers. 


818,732.25 

22,072.67 

22,856.67 

21,837.53 


Cost of tabulation of Hunters’ Reports of Game killed 
during open season, 1920 (This includes 8220.00 

worth of cards on hand for 1921) . 

Compilation of 1921 Game, Fish and Forest law pam¬ 
phlets . 

Miscellaneous . 


85,499.12 

140.00 

50.00 


532.56 

100.00 

1,014.83 527,588.40 


Balance .. 8193,360.34 

Money in bank . 806.30 


Balance in this fund November 30, 1921 
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8 194,166.64 


*This item includes title examinations, preparations of 
deeds and complete surveys on tracts being purchased 
in Jefferson and McKean Counties, also practically all 
expenses in connection with new preserve in Elk County 
purchased during 1920. 


BOUNTY FUND 


Balance in Bounty Fund on December 1, 1920, . 8 412,727.78 

DEPOSITS: 

One-half net revenus from Hunter’s Licenses deposited 

in this fund during fiscal year. 8 219,295.75 

Portion of penalties, costs, etc., deposited with this fund 17,651.88 
Revenue from salvaged skins sold to fur companies .... 2,092.69 

Re-deposits of checks sent out by Bounty Division and 

returned undelivered .. ; . 316.00 

Re-deposits of checks written in error. 24.00 


Total . 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Bounties from December 1st, 1920, to November 30, 

1921, inclusive, per detailed list attached to this 

report... 8 128,299.50 

Salaries, employes of Bounty Division. 6,835.00 

Postage ..... 2,606.26 

Miscellaneous equipment for use of Bounty Division . . 22.75 


Balance .. .. 

Transferred form Bounty Fund to Game Protection 
and Propagating Fund, and included in the disburse¬ 
ments from the Game Protection and Propagating 

Fund .....*. 

\ 

Net balance in Bounty Fund Nov. 30, 1921 ... 

Money in bank (Per checking account of Bounty Division) ,. 

Total unexpended balance in Bounty Fund November 30, 1921 


NOTE: Because of vouchers, etc., in course of settle* 
ment the difference between the balances shown on our 
books and balances shown on the books of the State 
Treasury Department will vary slightly from time to 
time. 


QUARTERLY STATEMENT 


December 1st, 1920 to February 28th, 1921. 


DR. 

To balances in bank at close of last quarter. 

To warrants on appropriation. 

To warrants—Direct Requisition... 

To penalties and costs collected. 

To proceeds of guns sold _.... • • • 

To proceeds of Taxidermists’ licenses . 

To proceeds of Propagating licenses. 

To proceeds of Ferret Owners’ licenses . 

To proceeds of Special licenses. 

To proceeds of Ordinary licenses . 

To proceeds of Non-Resident licenses. 

*Of this balance in the Bounty Fund, approximately 
820,000.00 will be used to purchase lands under con¬ 
tract for game refuge purposes during the coming fiscal 
year. 


3,183.58 

61,000.00 

37,340.70 

17,167.28 

173.85 

69.00 

9.00 

25.00 

2.00 

1.00 

50.00 


239,380.32 
8 652,108.10 


137,763.51 
8 514,344.50 

362,248.85 

8 152,095.74 
7,717.50 

8159,813.24* 


8 119,021.41 
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OR. 


By deposits in State Treasury . .... 17,497.13 

By expenses during quarter .. 100,299.76 117,796.89 


Balance March 1st, 1921 


$ 1,224.52 


March 1st, 1921 to May 31st, 1921. 


DR. 

To balances in bank at close of last quarter 

To warrants on appropriation . 

To warrants—Direct Requisition. 

To penalties and costs collected. 

To proceeds of guns sold. 

To proceeds of Taxidermists’ licenses . 

To proceeds of propagating licenses. 

To proceeds of Ferret Owners’ licenses .... 
To proceeds of Ferret Breeders’ licenses . .. 

To proceeds of Special licenses . 

To proceeds of Ordinary licenses . .. 


1,224.52 

37,000.00 

37,539.14 

15,495.32 

221.50 

21.00 

10.00 

16.00 

25.00 

8.00 

4.00 $ 91,564.48 


’ CR. 

By Deposits in State Treasury . 15,800.82 

By expenses during quarter . 74,657.93 90,458.75 


Balance June 1st, 1921 


$ 1,105.73 


June 1st 1921 to August 31st, 1921. 

DR. 

To balances in bank at close of last quarter. 1,105.73 


To warrants on appropriation . 37,000.00 

To warrants—Direct Requisition, . 6,381.26 

To penalties and costs collected, . 15,816.97 

To proceeds of guns sold, .. 286.35 

To proceeds of Taxidermists’ licenses, . 18.00 

To proceeds of Propagating licenses, . 1.00 

To proceeds of Ferret Owners’ licenses, . 24.00 


To proceeds of Non-Resident licenses, . 10.00 $ 60,643.31 


CR. 


By deposits in State Treasury, . 16,156.32 

By expenses during quarter, ... 41,279.11 57,435.43 

Balance, September 1st, 1921 .. 3,207.88 


September 1st, 1921 to November 30th, 1921. 


DR. 

To balances in bank at close of last quarter . 

To warrants on appropriation . 

To warrants—Direct Requisition . .. 

To penalties and costs collected .. 

To proceeds of guns sold .. 

To proceeds of Taxidermists’ licenses .. 

To proceeds of Propagating licenses .. 

To proceeds of Ferret Owners’ licenses . 

To proceeds of Ferret Breeders’ licenses. 

To proceeds of Ordinary licenses. 

To proceeds of Non-Resident Hunter’s licenses 


3,207.88 
35,000.00 
15,845.46 
21,464.77 
282.75 
73.00 
10.00 
30.00 
50.00 
1.00 

590.00 $ 76,554.86 


CR. 

By deposits in State Treasury. 22,501.52 

By expenses during quarter, . 53,247.04 75,748.56 

Balance in Bank, December 1st, 1921 . $ 806.30 

Respectfully submitted, 

SETH E. GORDON, 
Secretary, Game Commission > 
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ADDENDUM. 


Harrisburg, Pa., January 5, 11)22. 

In addition to data contained in the annual report, below is given 
information relative to game killed, hunting accidents, licenses is¬ 
sued, etc., which data has been compiled since the preparation of the 
report to the Game Commission. A complete tabulation of reports 
from sportsmen on game killed, as well as the final checking of reports 
covering the issuance of licenses, will probably change somewhat the 
figures below given. According to information already in hand the 
figures on game killed are fairly accurate. 


GAME SEASON OP 1921. 


Number 


Kind 


Estimated 
Weight 
o f E ach 


( ' Spike bucks_ 

4,840 Deer, ) 2 points to one antler, — 

*\ g >> >» >» >> 

( 4 ” ” ” ” and larger" 

510 Bears, ___• 

3,600,000 Rabbits. __ 

500,000 Squirrels, _ 

34,200 Raccoons, _ 

4,654 Wild Turkeys, ___ 

325,000 Ruffed Grouse, __ 

15,400 Ring-neck Pheasants, _ 

49,885 Virginia quail, __ 

500 Hungarian quail, or partridge, __ 

35,250 Woodcock, _ 

46,780 Wild waterfowl, _ 


Total weight. _ 

Reduced to tons, equals 


_ 639 

_ 796 
-12H8 
-2157 


130 lbs. 


200 ” 
2 ” 
1 ” 

Qi ” 

12 ” 
i % ” 

2 % ” 

6 oz. 

10 ” 

0 ” 

3 lbs. 


Total Weight 


629,200 

lbs. 

102,000 


7,200,000 

fy 

- 500,000 

99 

307,800 

99 

56,848 

99 

487,500 

99 

42,350 

fj 

18,708 

99 

313 

99 

13,218 

99 

140,340 

»» 

9,497,277 

99 

4,749 

tons 


The above does not include 22.,000 shore birds of various kinds nor about 254,000 black 
birds reported killed. There were also 68 male fawns and 213 doe deer illegally killed during 
the season. 

*21 counties closed. 

HUNTING ACCIDENTS 


1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 


Fatal accidents, - 29 30 26 19 35 43 29 

Non-fatal accidents, - 119 102 75 48 128 85 130 


fatallt 4 es and 43 accidents not fatal' (33%) were self inflicted. 2 fatalities 

(7%) occured through being mistaken for game, one for a hear, and the other for a raccoon, while 
4 persons (3%) were slightly injured in mistake for wild creatures. 9 persons (31%) were 
killed and 83 wounded (64%) through firearms accidentally or carelessly discharged by others. 


HUNTING LICENSES ISSUED 



1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Resident, -_ 

Non-resident,’ _ 

_ 262,355 

_ 532 

290,422 

662 

315,474 
58 8 

311,290 

478 

401,130 

1,128 

432,240 

1,725 

462,371 

1,761 


Respectfully submitted) 

SETH E. GORDON, 

Secretary , Game Commission. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 


Harrisburg, Pa., January 8, 1920. 

To His Excellency, William C. Sproul, Governor of Pennsylvania : 

Sir: In pursuance of the provisions of the Act of June 25 tip 1895, 
P. L. 273, we the undersigned Members of the Board of Game Com¬ 
missioners of Pennsylvania make report to you covering the present 
status of our work as well as accomplishments during the past year, 
and include the Report of our Acting Secretary for your furtl er in¬ 
formation on the various phases of our work. 

OBITUARY. 

Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, Secretary and Chief Game Protector. 
While accompanying two of our number on an inspection 
tour of tracts of land proposed for use as State Game Pre¬ 
serves, Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, of Harrisburg, Pa., Secretary to 
our Board since October 1st, 1895, and in that capacity Chief 
Game Protector and Executive Officer of the Department, 
was most tragically killed at Farley Road Crossing near Tiona, 
Warren County, about noon Sunday, August 10th, 1919, when 
the automobile in which he was riding was struck by an east- 
bound express train moving at a high rate of speed. We are advised 
by the Highway Commissioner that this dangerous railroad crossing 
is to be eliminated at the earliest possible date. Several of the Mem¬ 
bers of this Board have been closely associated with the work of Dr. 
Kalbfus in the performance of his duties as Chief Game Protector 
for many years and are confident the public service of Pennsylvania 
or anv other State never had an official more devoted to his vocation 
and the conscientious, impartial discharge of his official duties. 
Whene he became Executive Officer of this Commission he did so 
upon invitation of the Board, the Members of which at that time 
realized that because of his early training and experience he could 
not only successfully discharge the duties then devolving upon him, 
but in addition could with proper support financially and otherwise 
build up the work of wild life conservation in Pennsylvania to the 
nation-wide prominence it has attained. 

The counsel of Dr. Kalbfus was frequently solicited by those in¬ 
terested in wild life conservation in other States of the Union, and 
the adoption of many of his policies in game and wild bird protection 
by them bears testimony to the high regard for his judgment and 
advice by officials and sportsmen interested. 

It is needless to say our work will seriously miss the leadership of 
Dr. Kalbfus and each of us mourns the loss of a most valuable co- 
worker and friend. 


(3) 
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E. W. Kelly, Field Superintendent. Mr. Kelly, who was driving 
the automobile in which Dr. Kalbfus was riding when killed, was also 
killed almost instantly at Farley Road Crossing on Sunday, August 
10th, 1919. He became a member of our field force on August 1st, 
1913, and brought to the work many years of valuable experience as a 
sportsman and in dealing with men through superintending large 
lumber operations. He was a conscientious, earnest officer who did 
his utmost at all times to improve game conditions throughout the 
State. His special work during the past three years was in the 
capacity of Field Superintendent, having direct charge of our Game 
Preserve work, both locating and establishing new preserves as well 
as supervising the work on preserves already created, all of which 
service he was admirably fitted to perform. 

In addition to the game preserve work Mr. Kelly assisted in the 
supervisory work among our field officers as well as devoted a portion 
of his time to educating the people of the State, especially the sports¬ 
men, to the benefit of game and wild bird protection. His influence 
and experience secured a hearty response wherever he went. His loss 
to the work of the Department is keenly felt. 

NEW LEGISLATION. 

Among the most important legislation passed by the recent Session 
and approved by your Excellency are, (1) the Act giving the Game 
Commission authority to expend* not to exceed $100,000, during the 
first year, of the accumulated revenue from the Hunters’ Licenses 
and not to exceed $50,000 annually thereafter in purchasing suitable 
lands for game preserves where the State does not already own avail¬ 
able lands: (2) the act making the creation of Auxiliary Game Pre¬ 
serves more flexible so as to meet the varied conditions that must be 
overcome in order to place these sanctuaries in numbers desired by 
sportsmen throughout the Commonwealth ; (3) the act increasing our 
power to appoint Game Protectors to permit the proper administra¬ 
tion of our field work; and (4), the act changing the system for the 
payment of bounties so as to expedite the proper handling of that 
matter. 

Acts of lesser importance are (1), the act changing some of the 
small game seasons as desired by sportsmen; (2) the act making a 
return of twenty-five per centum of the penalty to persons who 
through mistake kill an illegal large game animal; (3) the act re¬ 
quiring foreign-born residents to present naturalization papers when 
applying for a Resident Hunter’s License so as to keep these people 
from unknowingly as well as intentionally violating the law; and 
(4) the act denying a division of penalties collected from unnatural¬ 
ized foreign-born residents for violating either the Alien Dog Law 
or the Alien Firearms Law. 

We are satisfied that the laws now on our statute books relative 
to game and wild birds are the most comprehensive laws on the sub¬ 
ject found in any State in the Union, and but few minor changes and 
additions need be made to meet the demands of changing conditions. 
A number of other States have followed the leadership of Pennsyl¬ 
vania on various phases of our work and have enacted statutes very 
similar to those in force in this State, this being especially true of 
our game preserve law, the buck deer law and the alien law. 
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PURCHASE OF LANDS FOR PRESERVES. 

The death of our Secretary and our Field Superintendent has con¬ 
siderably delayed the consummation of plans for the purchase of 
suitable lands in various sections of the State, although we are mov¬ 
ing as rapidly as conditions prevailing in desirable territory will 
permit. Much difficulty is experienced in getting in touch with land- 
owners, many of whom live in distant parts of the United States, also 
in overcoming obstacles in the way of oil, gas, mineral, timber and 
other leases. However, unless unforeseen conditions arise the entire 
amount allotted to our use for this purpose will be judiciously ex¬ 
pended and preserves located in portions of the Commonwealth where 
otherwise no land's for this purpose would be obtainable. 


CREATION OF AUXILIARY GAME PRESERVES. 

r* 

Since the passage of the new Auxiliary Game Preserve Act the 
sportsmen have not had time to become sufficiently acquainted with 
this phase of our sanctuary work to make any material progress, 
but during the coming spring and summer we believe many desirable 
sanctuaries of this character will be added to the game preserve sys¬ 
tem of the State. These preserves are particularly beneficial in 
increasing small game of all kinds. 


•INCREASE OF GAME PROTECTORS. 

The act increasing our appointive power to not more than eighty 
Game Protectors, including men assigned to office duty, has permitted 
us to organize our field work in a systematic and business-like manner 
that is already proving very beneficial throughout. Since the death 
of Mr. Kelly, our Field Superintendent, who had special charge of the 
preserve work, we have abolished that position and have appointed 
additional supervisory officers, known as Traveling Game Protectors. 
These officers now numbering ten are each assigned to a given terri¬ 
tory and the duties heretofore performed by the Field Superinten¬ 
dent imposed upon them in their respective districts. The supervisory 
officers assist the Protectors in charge of county districts and the 
Preserve Keepers; also perform special work separately when neces¬ 
sary, and conduct an educational campaign among the people hereto¬ 
fore impossible. Improved conditions are already apparent, and time 
will further demonstrate the undoubted value of this change in our 
field organization. 


CHANGE IN SYSTEM FOR PAYMENT OF BOUNTIES. 

The act changing the method for the payment of bounties has al¬ 
ready proved to be a very desirable piece of new legislation. Under 
the old system a delay of sixty to ninety days always occurred from 
the time the claim was received at our Bounty Division until the 
claimant received his check from the State Treasurer, while under 
the present system the check is sent out by return mail whenever pos¬ 
sible. At no time is payment delayed more than a week or ten days. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

The act making changes in certain small game seasons has par¬ 
tially met the desires of sportsmen, although sentiment in favor of a 
synchronous season for all small upland game is constantly growing 
stronger and the next Legislature will no doubt be importuned to 
open and close the season on rabbits, squirrels, ruffed grouse, ring- 
neck pheasants, quail, etc., on the same dates. If this can be brought 
about conditions will be materially improved. 

The act returning a portion of the penalty to persons who through 
mistake kill an illegal deer or elk while not generally understood 
among sportsmen this season because of the State Printer’s delay in 
delivering the new 7 Game Law Pamphlets is meeting the entire ap¬ 
proval of sportsmen. Reports made by our Acting Secretary since 
the date of his annual report indicate that a number of good sports¬ 
men who actually made mistakes and killed illegal deer came for¬ 
ward immediately and acknowledged their error as w r ell as dressed 
and hung up the carcass as required by this act. They later received 
a return of one-fourth of the penalty paid. When this law becomes 
more thoroughly understood we are sure less carcasses of illegal 
deer will be left lying in the forests to decay, as the men who make 
an error will have an incentive besides good sportsmanship to come 
forward and acknowledge same. 

County Treasurers assisted splendidly in seeing to it that all 
foreign-born residents presented naturalization papers before being 
issued a Resident Hunter’s License, and these people were caused 
but little trouble this year through improperly issued licenses. 

Since the passage of the act denying a division of penalties col¬ 
lected from aliens under the Alien Dog Law and the Alien Firearms 
Law we are pleased to report that but few complaints of persecutions 
among the foreign-born residents of the State, as was formerly the 
custom, have reached us. Our several salaried officers are at this 
time, as in the past, making a special effort to educate these people 
to the provisions of these laws without the imposition of penalties, 
although in some cases apparently the only remedy is to impose pen¬ 
alties in order that the provisions of this law 7 must be obeyed. 

GAME CONDITIONS. 

Information gathered by us individually as well as through the De¬ 
partment indicates that game conditions generally were more favor¬ 
able throughout the State this year than for some time past. Re¬ 
liable data recently obtained satisfies us that we have more game of 
various kinds left over in the covers of Pennsylvania at this time 
than at the close of any season for at least five years past. Many 
sportsmen as well as old experienced employees from whom informa¬ 
tion on this subject has been solicited are all positive in their state¬ 
ments that rabbits, squirrels, ruffed grouse, quail, deer, and bear are 
all found in sufficient number in practically all sections of the 
State to supply considerably better hunting next fall than the sports¬ 
men enjoyed this year regardless of the fact that during the 
season just closed 401,130 Resident Hunters’ Licenses and 1,128 Non- 
Resident Hunters’ Licenses were isued. The highest number of Resi¬ 
dent Licenses heretofore issued in any one year was 315,474 in 1917, 
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The number of farmers and their tenants who are permitted to hunt 
without a license added to the licensed hunters this year we are con¬ 
fident will make a total of not less than 600,000 men w r ho hunted 
for game in Pennsylvania this year. This increase in the number of 
hunters is very largely attributable to improved game conditions and 
the prominence our work has attained. 

During the close season of one ye^r placed on ruffed grouse these 
birds apparently increased nicely in all sections of the State where 
they had not been too closely killed off prior to that action, but in 
sections where they had almost been exterminated they w 7 ere barely 
able to survive and in such sections perceptible increase has been 
noted. However, many sportsmen who hunted for grouse during 
the early part of the season and found birds scarce were surprised to 
find them fairly plentiful in the same territory during the latter part 
of November and the deer season. If we are fortunate in having a 
favorable hatching and rearing season this coming spring the grouse 
will again be fairly plentiful. 

The wild turkeys of the State are increasing rapidly and the sports¬ 
men generally are well pleased with the results obtained. Some of 
these birds will be trapped and transferred to other suitable sections 
if weather conditions are favorable, in this way distributing turkey 
hunting over a larger portion of the Commonwealth. 

Deer are increasing very rapidly, the total number of legal bucks 
killed this year being 2,913 in comparison with 1,754 last year, which 
had been the highest number killed in any one year previous. If 
the same ratio of increase continues it will be but a matter of a 
short time until the annual kill of legal male deer in Pennsylvania 
will outdo any other State in the Union. 

The bear have increased very rapidly and in some sections are be¬ 
coming somewhat of a menace to the welfare of the inhabitants, not 
so much because of the actual damage done as the undesirable effect 
upon the increase of sheep and other livestock in those sections. 
Farmers become fearful and discouraged, frequently disposing of their 
flocks lest the bears begin destroying their sheep, and we believe it 
would again be advisable to permit through proper legislation the 
use of pens for the taking of bears. If deemed necessary the number 
of bears that may be taken in one pen in one season can be limited. 

The elk introduced are apparently increasing nicely, although com¬ 
plaints relative to damage and annoyances continue reaching ns. Our 
previous conclusion that Pennsylvania does not afford sufficiently ex¬ 
tensive range for elk is without doubt correct, although the opening 
of the season in 1921 may have a desirable effect and cause these 
animals to retreat to more extensive range areas. 

We invite your attention to the addendum to our Secretary’s re¬ 
port relative to game killed, etc., which data we believe is accurate 
concerning the kill of large game and quite authentic relative to 
small game of various kinds killed during the season just closed. 


HUNTING ACCIDENTS. 

According to data collected there were 35 fatal hunting accidents 
and 128 non-fatal accidents during the hunting season just closed^ as 
compared with 19 fatal accidents and 48 non-fatal accidents during 
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the season of 1918. With a considerably larger number of hunters 
than ever before it is to be expected that there will also be more 
accidents, but it does seem to us that the number of such accidents 
is unnecessarily large. From data collected we are satisfied that 
approximately 75% of these accidents occur through the careless use 
of firearms by boys from 14 to 17 years of age. How to materially 
reduce the percentage of accidents is a difficult question. Many 
sportsmen throughout the State today feel that no boy under 17 years 
of age should be permitted to carry firearms unless accompanied by 
a parent or other responsible adult. This would no doubt help ma¬ 
terially and overbalance the inconvenience caused such boys who de¬ 
sire to hunt. 

We regret exceedingly to report that during the deer season just 
closed a man was killed in mistake for a deer. This is the first year 
since 1914 that this has occurred. This shooting occurred in Hunting¬ 
don County when A. L. Stapleton, a local resident, shot and killed 
Chalmers Horton, of Mount Union, leaving a wife and a number of 
small children. In the hope that deaths of this sort may be materially 
reduced if not entirely eliminated we would recommend the passage 
of an act similar to the bill proposed by Hon. J. G. Dell, of Hunting¬ 
don County, in the 1915 Session of the Legislature, which provided 
that if a man shot another in mistake for game of any kind he should 
be indictable for manslaughter, and the law-abiding sportsmen 
throughout the State are heartily in favor of a bill of this kind. A 
liberal dissemination of the contents of an act of this sort would 
undoubtedly prove a very beneficial deterrent at least to persons dis¬ 
posed to be careless in this respect. 

GAME SANCTUARIES. 

Our system of game sanctuaries is undoubtedly the most prac¬ 
ticable method yet devised to increase our native game of various 
kinds. Each of these preserves is producing more desirable game 
each year than we could hope to raise on any game farm, and many 
other States are adopting this method to increase their native game 
supply. States where game farms have been in vogue for a number 
of years are also adopting this plan in a number of instances. 

While we at this time have but twenty-four regular game pre¬ 
serves and six auxiliary game preserves, we hope to establish not 
less than twelve to twenty additional preserves within the next year 
with as many of the auxiliary preserves as can be properly located. 

BOUNTIES. 

The method now used for the payment of bounties on noxious 
animals of various kinds in Pennsylvania is by far the best bounty 
system in use in the United States today. The sportsmen generally 
are well pleased with the results secured and fraudulent claims have 
practically been eliminated. Our records show that during the past 
fiscal year bounties were paid on 442 wild cats, 4,246 red foxes, 4,474 
grey foxes, 5,189 minks, and 34,625 weasels, the moneys so paid out 
aggregating $69,254.00. Bounties are paid at the rate of $6,00 each 
for wild cats, $2.00 each for foxes, and $1.00 each for minks and 
weasels killed prior to June 1st, since which time the bounty is $8.00 
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for wild cats and $2.00 each for weasels. The increase in bounties 
as made in the new bounty act at the instance of sportsmen is un¬ 
doubtedly inducing more people of the Commonwealth to make a 
special effort to destroy these enemies of game and wild birds. Time 
alone will demonstrate the benefit of this phase of our work. 


PURCHASE OF GAME. 

Repeated efforts demonstrate beyond question that we can never 
hope to materially increase game of any kind through releasing birds 
and animals that may be purchased, principally because no desirable 
game of any kind can be secured in sufficient quantities. We are, there¬ 
fore, putting forth our utmost effort to improve conditions so that our 
native game may increase to the maximum. We are encouraging the 
planting of nut-bearing trees of all kinds, mulberry trees, sweet 
cherry trees, etc., wherever possible, and in the vicinity of our sanc¬ 
tuaries every effort possible is being made to supply a goodly variety 
of food of all kinds for game as well as wild birds. 

RE-STOCKING BEAVER, 

In an endeavor to re-establish the beaver in Pennsylvania as a wild 
life asset, as well as to improve fishing conditions and conserve the 
■ flow of water through the dams built by these animals, a number of 
colonies are being established, especially at our game preserves where 
suitable waters are available. A colony started at our preserve near 
Sizerville, Cameron County, in 1917 where a single pair were released, 
is thriving nicely and the people of the Commonwealth conversant 
with this action are very much pleased with our efforts to again add 
these desirable fur-bearing animals to our fauna. 


PRESENCE OF OTTER, 

An authentic report reached our office only a few days ago that 
on Dec. 26th an otter was killed on Hicks Run in Cameron County 
near our game preserve in that section. The otter while quite plenti¬ 
ful in Pennsylvania in years gone by, in recent years has been prac¬ 
tically exterminated because of its valuable fur and is very rare in 
this part of North America at this time. The killing of one of these 
animals in Pennsylvania is, therefore, such an unusual occurrence 
that we thought it advisable to make special note of same. 

SONG AND INSECTIVOROUS BIRDS. 

Practically all beneficial song and insectivorous birds appear to 
be increasing splendidly. More people are daily taking an interest 
in the bird life of Pennsylvania principally because of the value of 
their lifework. Through educational work we are doing along this line 
coming generations will contain a goodly percentage of bird con¬ 
servationists which will in future years beyond question mean much 
to our people economically. 
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ASSISTANCE TO OTHEE DEPARTMENTS. 

Our officers are continuing to render all possible assistance to the 
Department of Fisheries in the enforcement of the Fish Laws; to the 
Department of Forestry in extinguishing forest fires; and to the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture in the enforcement of the Dog License Law. 
Such assistance is not permitted to interfere with the regular work 
of the Game Protectors, and while no large amount of energy can be 
devoted to any of these interests by any one officer, taken in the 
aggregate much benefit is resulting from such help. 

STATUS OF FUNDS. 

By reference to Financial Statements attached to the report of our 
Acting Secretary you will note that on December 1st, 1918, we had 
to our credit in the Game Propagating Fund in the State Treasury 
from license fees, fines, etc., a total of $293,451.06. The deposits dur¬ 
ing the year ending November 30th were $201,393.86, and the total 
expenditures from that fund $250,444.03, leaving a net balance to 
our credit in the Propagating Fund November 30th, 1919 of $244,- 
400.89. 

In the Bounty Fund on December 1st, 1918, we had a balance of 
$265,779.84 in the State Treasury. The deposits to this fund during 
the year ending November 30th were $186,909.06, and the total dis¬ 
bursements $78,365.02, leaving a balance of $374,323.88 to our credit 
in the Bounty Fund on November 30th, 1919. 

Your special attention is invited to the fact that this office during 
the past fiscal year collected and paid into the funds set aside for 
our use a total of $28,701.06 in penalties and fees for propagating, 
taxidermists, and other similar licenses. In view of the fact that 
our officers are each primarily an educational factor in the territory 
under his control rather than a collector of revenue through penalties, 
etc., the amount deposited with the funds of the Department during 
the year is rather surprising. 

We feel confident that the work of our Board throughout is in 
better condition at this time than was heretofore possible. Our field 
work is properly systematized and more people are constantly com¬ 
ing forward and lending assistance in a manner that is very gratify¬ 
ing. This is largely due to the fact that the sportsmen of the State 
more and more realize that the work of the Department is entirely 
for their welfare; that if the best possible results are to be attained 
they must actively co-operate both individually and collectively with 
the forces that are endeavoring to improve their pleasure and recrea¬ 
tion. Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES B. PENROSE. 

President. 

JNO. M. PHILLIPS, 

W. B. McCALEB, 

H. J. DONALDSON, 

J. S. SPEER, 

GEO. D. GIDEON, 

Board of Game Commissioners. 

Attest: 

SETH E. GORDON, 

Secretary. 
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Harrisburg, Pa., December 1st, 1919. 

To the Members of the Board of Game Commissioners, Common¬ 
wealth of Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen: I beg to submit the following Annual Report cover¬ 
ing the work of the Department during the past fiscal year, which, 
because of continual growth and larger field of activities, is of neces¬ 
sity rather voluminous in order that you, as well as the sportsmen 
ol the State and others interested, may obtain a comprehensive knowl¬ 
edge of the results obtained, although I am frank to admit that be¬ 
cause of the press of urgent administrative duties so suddenly thrust 
entirely upon me I am unable to do the work of the Department 
justice in this report. 

OBITUARY. 

DR. JOSEPH KALBFUS, NESTOR OF GAME AND WILD BIRD 

PROTECTION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

Through the tragic and untimely death of our Chief, Dr. Joseph 
Kalbfus, when the automobile in which he was riding in the active 
performance of his duties, accompanied by E. W. Kelly, was struck 
at the Farley Road Crossing near Tiona, Warren County, about noon 
on Sunday August 10th, 1919, by an eastbound Pennsylvania Rail- 
road express train, the sportsmen of Pennsylvania and the interests 
of conservation throughout the United States lost a faithful, con¬ 
scientious leader with a wide range of experience and a fund of knowl¬ 
edge that can never be replaced. Through his death the Common¬ 
wealth lost one of the most earnest, conscientious officials ever found 
in public service and those of us who had the privilege of knowing 
him best have lost a staunch, loyal friend who was ever ready to 
lend a helping hand to liis fellowmen. I myself shall always con¬ 
sider it an unusual privilege to have been associated with him for 
a number of years as a co-worker and understudy, so to speak. 

Few sportsmen throughout the State know that while Dr. Kalbfus 
became Secretary to ybur Board on October 1st; 1895, and in that 
capacity executive officer of the Department, he did that work with¬ 
out recompense and without clerical or field assistance of any kind 
for a period of six years before an appropriation was made to pay 
for the services of a Secretary and that during that period he was 
compelled to spend a portion of his time at his dental practice to 
keep himself and family supplied with the necessities of life. Because 
of this condition he worked at his office late into the night foi 
months at a stretch to properly administer the duties of his office, or 
spent days of most difficult travel and faced untold dangers m the 

performance of necessary field work. 

Dr Kalbfus was born April 12, 1852, at Williamsport, Lycoming 
County and when a mere boy went to the western frontier, where he 
spent six eventful years, after which he returned to Pennsylvania, 
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read law and was admitted to the Carbon County Bar. He then be 
came a revenue officer in the coal region section of the State during 
the Mollie Maguire days in which service he performed a most hazard¬ 
ous duty with the utmost fidelity. Later he was appointed to a clerk¬ 
ship in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth; then 
studied dentistry and followed that profession exclusively until he 
took up the work of the Game Commission. His reputation as a con¬ 
servationist soon spread throughout the Nation and his sound logic 
and experience frequently came to the assistance of sister States who 
solicited Ins advice. During the latter years of his life the rank and 
file of sportsmen in Pennsylvania were awakening to the importance 
o tie great work he had accomplished for them, and as time goes 

on the foundational work wrought by Dr. Kalbfus will be more and 
more appreciated. 

E. W. KELLY, SPORTSMAN AND CONSERVATIONIST. 

In the passing.of E. W. Kelly, (more familiarly known as “Woody” 
Eelly), of DuBois, who was killed in the same railroad crossing ac¬ 
cident, the Commonwealth lost a worthy, upright, conscientious of- 
icer who, because of early training and experience was eminently 
fitied to fill the position of Field Superintendent, having special 
supervision over the Game Preserves. For years prior to his connec- 
tion with our force which dated from August 1st, 1913 ‘‘Woodv” 
.velly was known throughout the State as a sportsman of the highest 

type and a formidable adversary in any sportsmen’s contest, especially 
trap-shooting, or pistol or rifle matches. 

Mr. Kelly was always ready to do everything in his nower to ad¬ 
vance the interests of the sportsmen of Pennsylvania either day or 
night regardless of hardships or personal welfare “ndYhereve? he 
, .ent “ the performance of his duties he found willing hands to assist 
him. The very presence of “Woody” Kelly in any section of the Stnte 
where hunters were disposed to be careless relative to the observance 

ual^to nut e imThefr aS Bvfficie f in most cases to compel such individ¬ 
uals to put up tneir guns and respect the law. Qddlv enouo-h 

e majority of the men whom he iu - the performance of his'’ duties 

was compelled to prosecute later became some of his staunchest 

So faew h‘im SS K alS ° “ mourned by tho e 

NEW LEGISLATION—SESSION OF 1919. 

*:°V S ° me in ! k,10Wn reason the volume of bills introduced in tbo 
lul9 Session of the General Assembly affecting game and wild bir<K 
was smaller than usual, although because of the continually growing 
interest m out-door recreation and sports a number of proposed billf 
pertaining thereto may be expected to make their appears ucp nr on j 
session of the Legislature. A few new 

f-’T 1 ' 17 ° n the b °° ks ’ and several desirable new acts were 
passed, which as a matter of general information I deem it advisahle 
to take up separately, as follows: advisable 
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PURCHASE OF LANDS FOR GAME PRESERVES. 

Since it has been demonstrated that the game sanctuary idea as 
originated in Pennsylvania is beyond question the most practical 
method through which various species of game may be perpetuated 
and increased, it was thought advisable to establish at least one of 
these sanctuaries or preserves in every county of the State where 
suitable lands can be obtained for that purpose. It was found, how¬ 
ever, that the lands owned by the Commonwealth were located mostly 
in the central portion of the State and that some other available 
lands must be secured if this program was to be carried out. the 
first thought was to lease suitable tracts until some more desirable 
method would be developed. In the meantime unused revenue Horn 
the Resident Hunters’ Licenses was accumulating in the State Treas¬ 
ury and those interested thought it would be much better business 
to purchase lands for game sanctuary purposes, to be retained per¬ 
petually for that use, than to expend moneys in leasing suitable tracts 
and improving game conditions thereon with the possibility that at 
the expiration of the lease the lands so used might pass out of the 
control of the Commonwealth. A bill with this end. in view was 
prepared and introduced, which received almost unanimous support 
from both sportsmen and Members of the Legislature. Under its pro¬ 
visions as passed the Game Commission is authorized to expend not 
to exceed $100,000.00 from the License Fund the first year, and not 
to exceed $50,000.00 annually thereafter for the purchase of lands m 
portions of the State where the Commonwealth does not now own 
suitable lands. The consummation of plans for the purchase of suit¬ 
able lands already under way I am confident will entirely satisfy the 
desires of the sportsmen of the State. By purchasing a tract of five 
to eight thousand acres in each case as proposed, creating on the 
central portion a preserve covering approximately half of the area, 
and leaving the balance open to hunting during the open season, 
sportsmen will have a suitable place to hunt for all time without the 
annoyance of being confronted with trespass notices. 

AUXILIARY PRESERVE ACT. 

The Auxiliary Preserve Act of 1917 was found to be inadequate 
because such preserves were governed by the same law as applied to 
regular Game Preserves, and lands were not freely offered as con¬ 
templated for use as Auxiliary State Game Preserves due to such re¬ 
strictions. At the instance of sportsmen a bill was drafted giving 
the Game Commission authority to fix the regulations governing 
Auxiliary State Game Preserves. This bill was introduced, passed 
aud approved, and I am confident a number of these sanctuaiies will 
be established during the coming year. 

INCREASE OF GAME PROTECTORS. 

The number of Game Protectors that could be appointed under the 
last amendment to the organic law creating the Commission was 
limited to sixty officers, and since the sportsmen throughout the State 
felt that we should have an officer for every county, with such super¬ 
visory officers as might be most conducive to best results, it was 
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deemed advisable to provide for the appointment of a maximum of 
eighty Game Protectors, and a bill prepared accordingly was passed 
and approved. This appointive power covers such employees as may 
be appointed Game Protectors and detailed to office duty, officers 
detailed to supervisory positions, and officers in charge of county 
district. Good results will undoubtedly follow this increase of of¬ 
ficers, since we must if possible expend more energy in taking care 
of our native game instead of depending upon restocking with im¬ 
ported birds and animals. 

NEW BOUNTIES AND SYSTEM OF PAYMENT. 

The ^system for the payment of bounties provided for by the Act 
ol 1915 was a very decided improvement, but the delay occasioned 
through the routine necessary before claimants received settlement 
tor their bounty claims resulted in much dissatisfaction. A new 

™ tj bill was prepared and introduced providing for the payment 
of all claims direct from our office, which bill prior to its final passage 
was amended increasing the bounty on the wild cat from six dollars 
to eight dollars, and on the \veasel from one dollar to two dollars. 
Ihis bill as passed and approved provides a very satisfactory system 
and I believe is less susceptible to fraud than any system for the 
payment of bounties in use in America. 

CHANGE OF SEASONS. 

While a number of bills affecting the game seasons were introduced, 
but few minor changes were made. The blackbird season was opened 
one month earlier, on August 1st instead of September 1st; the wood¬ 
cock season was changed to open October 1st instead of October 20th; 
and the red squirrel was taken from the list of game animals en- 
tirely, thus permitting the killing of these squirrels at any time of 
the year. The open season as now provided for woodcock removes a 
heretofore very serious barrier to a synchronous season for small 
upland game, such as ruffed grouse, ring-neck pheasants, quail, squir- 
lels, rabbits, etc., so much desired by fully eighty-five per cent, of the 
small game hunters, and if these sportsmen continue their demands 
oi such season the next Legislature will no doubt provide a season 
tor these birds and animals for the month of November only. Many 
sportsmen in the wild turkey sections of the State believe that the 
turkey season should also be made for the same period, and if our 
turkeys continue increasing as they have during the past four years 

ley could no doubt stand a season of this length and everybody 
would have an equal chance. " 

KILLING DEER OR ELK BY MISTAKE. 

. Under our law as it heretofore prevailed the man who actually 
killed a large game animal by mistake had no incentive other than 
good sportsmanship to impel him to dress and hang up the carcass 
and come in and acknowledge the wrong done and pay his penaltv. 

s a lesult of several cases during the 1918 season considerable senti- 
luent crystallized in favor of returning to a man who made a mistake 
of this kind a portion of the penalty, and the result was the in¬ 
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troduction and passage of an act providing that where a man makes 
a mistake and kills an illegal deer or elk, not intentionally or care¬ 
lessly shooting at such animal regardless of its legality, such person 
may come forward within twenty-four hours and acknowledge the 
error made, see to it that the carcass is dressed and hung up, make 
an affidavit giving the details surrounding same, and pay to the De¬ 
partment direct or through officials designated the full penalty. We 
then have an investigation made and if the statement made is found 
correct one-fourth of the penalty will be returned. While a number 
of men who make mistakes will take advantage of this act this season, 

I am confident that when the provisions of the act become generally 
known many honest sportsmen will annually take advantage of same 
to the benefit of themselves as well as the Commonwealth through 
the recovery of the carcasses of many animals that were heretofore 
unfit for food when found. 

ALIENS TO PRESENT NATURALIZATION PAPERS WHEN 

APPLYING FOR LICENSES. 

Since the passage of the Resident Hunter’s License Law in 1913 
unnaturalized foreign-born residents were continuously getting into 
trouble through a belief that if they were issued a license they would 
be entitled to hunt. To safeguard these people in every way possible 
as well as to prevent violations of the Alien Firearms Law those in¬ 
terested had introduced an amendment to the Resident Hunter’s Li¬ 
cense Act requiring officials issuing licenses to give certain specified 
data on the license of all naturalized foreign-born persons. During the 
present hunting season I am pleased to say but few cases have been 
reported where aliens secured licenses, indicating that the officials 
issuing the Hunters’ Licenses were making an effort to comply with 
this Act, to the provisions of which we called their special attention 

immediately after the licenses were distributed. 

* 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Among the bills of lesser importance affecting our work passed by 
the last Legislature may be mentioned the act denying a division of 
penalties collected from aliens under either the Alien Dog Law or 
the Alien Firearms Law, thus taking away the incentive for the per¬ 
secution rather than the prosecution of these people by unscrupulous 
persons; the act protecting the skunk and the muskrat and provid¬ 
ing an open season from November 16th to the end of February and 
the act extending protection to foxes in Chester and Montgomery 
Counties. This office, however, has nothing to do with the enforce¬ 
ment of the latter two acts mentioned, although information relative 
to same is supplied whenever desired. 

Several meritorious bills affecting sportsmen failed of passage, 
among them being a bill attempting to throw open to the use of the 
sportsmen of the State all wild, unfenced, unimproved land for the 
purpose of hunting and fishing, but apparently the import of a bill 
of this sort was not generally understood and same failed to pass. 
Organized sportsmen are now taking this matter up in the hope of 
educating the people of the State to the necessity for legislation along 
this line in order that the system prevalent in European countries, 
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viz., only a certain class of the populace permitted to enjoy the pleas¬ 
ures of hunting, shall not further encroach upon the hunting terri¬ 
tory of the sportsmen in general in Pennsylvania. One most per¬ 
nicious custom that has recently become established in certain sec¬ 
tions of the State most surely needs serious consideration. I refer 
to the formation of an organization among large as well as small 
landowners, posting their lands in the name of the organization 
against trespass, and then charging men who desire to hunt thereon 
a fee of one dollar and upwards per day for the privilege. I very 
much question whether any of the people who have become connected 
with a movement of this kind have given a single moment of serious 
thought to the rights of their fellowmen and the fact that the game 
found on their lands in a wild state belongs to all the people of the 
State in their collective capacity and not to the individuals who for 
the time being may own or control those lands, I feel confident the 
next Legislature will be called upon to give these matters further con¬ 
sideration. 


ADMINISTRATION OF FIELD WORK. 

The administration of our field work as directed at your meetings 
in July and October is already securing very desirable results. 
Through the abolishment of the position of Field Superintendent, 
which officer attempted to look after the preserve work exclusively, 
and imposing such duties on the ten Traveling Game Protectors as 
the supervisory officers in charge of the districts allotted to them, 
tliis work is distributed and placed in the hands of an officer nearby 
who frequently gets in personal touch with the Game Preserve 
Keepers, ready to render such assistance as necessary, thus securing 
better results in that direction than heretofore possible. 

Tnrough these Traveling Game Protectors we are now able to 
secure a more uniform enforcement of the law not heretofore obtain¬ 
able when but one officer was expected to cover the entire State. 
Each supervisory officer at this time has from five to seven counties 
to cover and makes a specialty of assisting new and inexperienced 
officer s to get properly started in the work, helping experienced of¬ 
ficers in difficult problems whenever needed, etc. This also permits 
special investigations whenever necessary without leaving a district 
unprotected as was previously the case, and in addition gives us an 
opportunity to do an educational work heretofore impossible among 
t ie sportsmen, schools, etc., that will mean more for the cause of 
conservation in future years than anything we might do in the way 
of enforcing the law at this time. We today have ten persons assist¬ 
ing us to every one person who helped us five or six years ago, and by 
systematically carrying out our educational work as proposed we 
can materially mcrea.se this ratio in the next two or three years. 

bofrw theSe s + u P ei ™fy officers have been appointed we have been 
holding a meeting of these men at Harrisburg each month. Each 

Iravehng i rotector examines the reports of the officers in his dis- 

ct and then brings up for discussion and instructions any questions 
bat might be of benefit to all. Such instructions „ neL\arv for 
the ensuing month are then given, all Traveling Protectors in‘ turn 
assisting and instructing the Protectors in their respective districts 
as much as possible prior to the next ensuing meeting, and, as above 
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stated, this plan of securing uniformity in the work cannot help but 
materially improve conditions generally, and while insufficient time 
has elajised to fully demonstrate the improvement in the work, I am 
confident that this system is practical and will be entirely satisfac¬ 
tory. 

As desired by the sportsmen, every county except three has a Game 
Protector to look after their interests in that county, and because of 
the reduced territory now allotted to each Game Protector more ef¬ 
ficient work will necessarily follow. In sections where still addi¬ 
tional help is needed Special Deputy Game Protectors have been em¬ 
ployed for such periods as necessary to assist the Game Protectors in 
charge of the county districts. The great majority of these Special 
officers have rendered very excellent assistance so far this season and 
the sportsmen are well pleased with the good results obtained from 
this additional help. 

I am pleased to report that the sportsmen of the State are be¬ 
ginning to realize more fully than ever that since game of no kind can 
be secured in large quantities for re-stocking purposes the more pro¬ 
tection we can accord our native game birds and animals during 
the breeding season, as well as at all other times of the year, the 
better conditions will gradually become and give their entire approval 
to the employment of such number of officers as may be necessary to 
control conditions properly. . 

GAME CONDITIONS. 

From reports gathered personally and through our officers I am 
satisfied game conditions generally are quite favorable, especially 
when the unusually large number of hunters each year is taken into 
consideration. Present indications are that between 370,000 and 
400,000 Resident Hunters’ Licenses and probably 1,000 Non-Resident 
Hunters’ Licenses will be issued this year. There are not less than 
200,000 farmers and their children in the State who hunt, without 
a license, on their own and immediately adjacent lands, making a 
total army of approximately 600,000 men hunting for game of various 
kinds this year. Many voung men who prior to entering Federal 
Service were not interested in firearms and hunting have this year 
taken up this, the greatest of out-door sports, and these added to the 
coal miners, who hunted extensively while on strike, helped make up 
this unusually large number of hunters this season. How we can 
ever hope to maintain a game supply sufficient to meet the demands 
of such an army of hunters is a quandary to me, unless each of us 
is willing to look the question squarely in the face and be satisfied 
with a bag that ten or fifteen years ago would not have been con¬ 
sidered at all worth while. I am glad to say the great majority of 
the sportsmen of Pennsylvania today look upon hunting as a source 
of pleasure and recreation, and not a source of revenue in dollars 
and cents as was the case in years gone by. 

While an army of men hunted for game of various kinds in Penn¬ 
sylvania this season, data recently received from many reliable 
sportsmen in all parts of the State, as well as our officers of long 
experience, satisfies me that we have more small game of all kinds, 
such as wild turkeys, grouse, quail, rabbits, squirrels, etc., left over 
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for breeding purposes than at the close of any season during the past 
five years. I am making this statement advisedly and conservatively, 
and if weather conditions during the present winter and coming 
spring and summer are favorable I look forward to the best hunting 
season in a decade for game of all kinds in 1920. 

DEER. 

The rapid increase of these animals in all suitable sections of the 
State is very gratifying. This increase is especially marked in the 
vicinity of our Game Preserves and in the counties which were 
re-stocked and closed for a number of years. Early information 
reaching me while this report is being written indicates that there 
are from 60,000 to 75,000 men hunting with rifles or shotguns loaded 
with bullets in the deer territory of the State. Because of the work 
of the Department thousands of men will again enjoy deer hunting 
in territory near their place of residence where only a few years ago 
these animals' were no longer extant; in many cases old firearms al¬ 
most forgotten because of disuse will be pressed into service and men 
of advancing years will again be thrilled with the pursuit of the wary 
buck which in their several communities had long since passed out 
except in memory, and if the sportsmen in these portions of the Com¬ 
monwealth where we have again brought back the deer will only be 
careful to observe the law these animals will continue increasing from 
year to year. In one county recently stocked the sportsmen felt the 
season should be closed, but feeling that the game preserve created 
in that section prior to stocking with deer would supply a haven of 
refuge and the deer continue increasing under the protection we are 
now able to accord, such action was discouraged. Knowing that there 
are not less than twenty legal bucks among the deer released last 
winter I am rather anxious to learn just how many of these bucks 

will fall before the fire of the host of riflemen who intend hunting in 
that section. 

Reports relative to damage done to growing crops of various kinds 
by deer continue to reach us, and I am afraid that ere many years the 
Legislature must provide some method for reducing the number of 
female deer or life around the headquarters of your Commission 
will not be all sunshine. Quite a number of sportsmen recommend 
placing in the hands of the Game Commission such power as may be 
necessary to declare a close season on male deer with horns two inches 
or more above the hair and provide a short season, say a few days, 
for the killing of female deer in counties where the does become too 
plentiful. In this manner they argue the ratio of buck to does will 
be changed very materially in one short season and at the same time 
make it entirely safe for the sportsmen. Others are disposed to per¬ 
mit the females to die off of old age rather than kill them in this or 
any other manner regardless of the damage they may do, but this 
vill in many cases impose hardships upon landowners adjacent to 
deer territory that would be entirely unfair and, therefore be con¬ 
trary to the tenets of true sportsmen. I mention this phase of the 
deer situation in order that the matter may be given careful con¬ 
sideration prior to the next session of the Legislature, at which time 
I apprehend bills dealing with this question will be introduced at 
the instance of persons interested. 
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ELK. 

From data collected during the past year I am positive that the 
elk are increasing nicely in several sections of the State without 
being likely to annoy landowners for many years to come, while in 
other portions of the Commonwealth less extensive in area these 
animals are a constant source of annoyance. If conditions in the 
meantime do not become unbearable, I am hoping that the killing of 
legal bulls in 1921 will have a very desirable effect upon the balance 
of the herd in such instances where they are somewhat out of place. 

BEAR. 

Authentic reports reaching us as well as investigations on the part 
of our officers and myself convince me beyond question that these 
animals are more plentiful in Pennsylvania today than for many 
years, and numerous complaints relative to damage to livestock and 
bees have been investigated. In many of these alleged depredations 
to livestock, especially sheep, by bears, investigation showed that 
dogs were chiefly responsible, but a number of cases investigated in¬ 
dicate conclusively that bears were the culprits. While the kill¬ 
ing of livestock is not a customary trait of black bears it is evident 
that certain individuals develop a mania to kill livestock, and in 
Potter County especially a number of farmers have sustained losses 
while many others have disposed of their entire flock of sheep be¬ 
cause they fear inroad from bear. As a result a petition has been 
presented to the Board asking that the county be opened for a 
period to the killing of bears except through steel traps and dead¬ 
falls. 

Because of the dense underbrush in many parts of the bear ter¬ 
ritory these animals are reasonably secure from extermination by 
hunters with rifles, and I am confident from the increase made dur¬ 
ing the past three years that such hunting will not keep the bears 
in check in many sections of the State. Because of this condition 
many of our best sportsmen are recommending that the use of pens 
under restrictions as deemed necessary again be legalized, the thought 
being that not more than one bear should be taken in one pen during 
any one season. This question merits careful consideration prior to 
the meeting of the next Legislature. 

RABBITS. 

♦ 

While rabbits were apparently unusually scarce during the season 
of 1918, the kill so far for 1919 has been very satisfactory in most 
sections of the State and I am confident we will have many more 
rabbits left over for breeding purposes than we had last year. There 
is, however, a continuously growing sentiment in favor of reducing 
the daily bag limit for rabbits to five or six, also to limit the season 
to the month of November. It is claimed, and justly so in many cases, 
that ten rabbits per day is more than the average sportsman desires 
to kill or can consume in the average family within a reasonable 
time; that if a smaller bag limit were fixed good rabbit hunting 
could be had practically all through the season, instead of killing 
most of the rabbits the first two or three days of the open season as 
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is now the case. In view of the ever increasing number of hunters in 
the State, at least eighty-five per cent, of whom are rabbit hunters, 
I do not hesitate to predict that rabbits would not become super¬ 
abundant with a smaller daily bag and a season for November only. 
Should the rabbits not be killed off closely enough during such season 
we could make excellent use of the surplus for stocking purposes. 
In some sections the sportsmen now claim there are sufficient rabbits 
to permit good hunting throughout a season of two or three months, 
but the moment one of our representatives begins making arrange¬ 
ments to trap some rabbits in that section for stocking purposes in 
other parts of the State where badly needed, all kinds of protests 
reach us forthwith. 

Varying hares, commonly known as snow-shoe or jack rabbits, are 
apparently increasing in those portions of the State where they are 
usually found, and many sportsmen annually derive a lot of pleasure 
out of hunting these vari-colored fleet-footed denizens of the forest. 

SQUIRRELS. 

In many sections of the State these animals were more plentiful 
this year than for some time past. In a number of cases they de¬ 
stroyed considerable corn and incited numerous complaints relative 
to the damage they were committing. In sections where we have been 
stocking fox squirrels these animals are apparently doing very well. 
Reports reaching me recently indicate that we have a goodly supply 
of squirrels left over for stocking purposes and with proper feeding 
in sections where natural food is scarce we should have excellent 
squirrel hunting next year. 

WILD TURKEYS. 

We had more wild turkeys when the squirrel season opened this 
year than found in Pennsylvania for at least twenty-five to thirty 
years past, and a number of old turkey hunters informed me person¬ 
ally that they were positive we had more turkeys in the better turkey 
portions of the State than we have had for fifty years. While these 
latter statements may be somewhat exaggerated, I do know of my 
own knowledge that the turkeys have increased wonderfully. In 
many places where we have been stocking wild turkeys I find the 
birds are becoming established and prospects for turkey hunting in 
those sections in future years are very encouraging. In some sections 
the turkeys destroyed considerable buckwheat for nearby farmers 
and to avoid this as well as supply food we have been paying persons 
in position to do so for the sowing of buckwheat and other grains to 
be left for feed for the turkeys and other game birds. We have in 
this way secured very good results. Unfortunately for the law-abid¬ 
ing sportsmen who enjoy wild turkey hunting some unscrupulous 
hunters killed a number of these noble game birds during the squirrel 
season, and while upwards of fifty of these pre-season turkey hunters 
have been successfully prosecuted and compelled to pay a penalty of 
$25.00 each and costs, still many of our best sportsmen are of the 
opinion that but few more, if any, additional turkeys would be 
killed if all small game as well as turkeys were to come in November 
1st and close November 30th, thus giving everybody an equal chance. 
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At the time the turkey season was fixed for the last fifteen days of 
November the turkeys needed this additional protection badly be¬ 
cause the season for small game then extended over a period of 
forty-five days throughout. 

RUFFED GROUSE. 

The rest of one season given this, the kind of American game birds, 
was very beneficial in many sections of the State where they had not 
previously been too closely killed off, buff in a number of sections 
where they had been almost exterminated from over-shooting, etc., 
no perceptible increase has been noted. From recent reports, how¬ 
ever, I am confident that because of weather and food conditions 
during the first half of the open season the birds were very much 
scattered, while men who covered the same territory later in the 
season report finding more birds than on their first trip over the 
same ground. From reports covering practically every part of the 
Commonwealth I am satisfied that with a good hatching season next 
year our grouse will again be sufficiently plentiful to supply good 
shooting, although in some sections the sportsmen feel the season 
should again be closed. Whether petitions to this end will be filed 
I am as yet unable to say, but I have been hoping that this periodical 
scarcity of grouse will soon have passed so that the birds may be 
better able to withstand the increased demands upon them because 
of the continuously growing army of wing-shots, good roads, the use 
of automobiles, etc. 

RING-NECK PHEASANTS. 

While' these imported birds can never be expected to take the 
place of the ruffed grouse, commonly called pheasant, still the re¬ 
ports relative to their increase in most sections of the State are 
quite encouraging, and many men who have heretofore hunted ex¬ 
clusively for grouse now spend their time hunting for ring-necks, 
thus relieving the drain on the grouse. I am satisfied that the re¬ 
leasing of the mature birds is far preferable to supplying eggs insofar 
as increasing the number of birds for a given outlay is concerned. I 
do find, however, that through attempting to hatch and rear the 
ring-necks we frequently get persons actively interested in the work 
of the Department that would otherwise take but little or no interest, 
so that the purchase and distribution of eggs in my opinion is a 
judicious expenditure of a portion of the sportsmen’s funds. In the 
latter part of this report you will find a tabulated statement cover¬ 
ing the results from pheasant eggs this year, and next year we will 
be in position to give more complete data on this subject, as blanks 
have been prepared upon which to collect same so we can tell defi¬ 
nitely during what period after hatching most of the chicks are 
lost, etc. From data now in hand it is evident that most of the 
losses occur during the first and second weeks after hatching. One 
of the men who reared the largest percentage of birds hatched took 
the eggs out of a guinea hen’s nest and substituted the ring-neck 
eggs, leaving the guinea fowl rear the birds just as guineas are usually 
reared, with excellent results. Persons attempting to hatch eggs in 
incubators have not met with any worthwhile degree of success. 
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QUAIL. 

In a number of sections more Bob-white quail were reported this 
year than for some years past, but so many farmers prohibit the 
killing of these birds that the number killed during the open season 
will run approximately the same as heretofore. In other portions of 
the State the birds have not increased perceptively, although the few 
birds secured from Mexico last spring did very well. We were un¬ 
able to give the new quail traps a proper test last winter, but if 
X>resent weather conditions continue we hope to try these traps thor¬ 
oughly this winter so that the coveys may be trapped and cared for 
as well as broken up in pairs at the proper time. 

In those sections where farmers prohibit quail hunting it would 
be to their interest as well as to the interest of the sportsmen of the 
State to trap and separate and coveys even though many of the birds 
would be placed on surrounding lands. In this manner many coveys 
cf: birds would be produced and from an economic standpoint accom¬ 
plish much more than by leaving the original covey intact. The great 
trouble is that the owners of the lands in many cases do not under¬ 
stand and are afraid someone is merely desirous of destroying their 
feathered friends. We are doing what we can to have landowners 
see this matter in its proper light. 

The Hungarian quail seem to be increasing slowly in several sec¬ 
tions where they have gotten a start, and rather encouraging reports 
are received from time to time relative to the increase of the Gambel 
Quail. What the ultimate result of these experiments may be remains 
to be seen, but the sportsmen in the sections where these birds are 
found are quite enthusiastic and are doing their best to give them a 
proper chance. 

WILD WATER-FOWL. 

Stream conditions were more favorable in Pennsylvania this fall 
than for several years past, and many sportsmen enjoyed excellent 
shooting. These birds are apparently increasing under the Federal 
law and the sportsmen generally seem quite well satisfied with the 
results being secured. 

WOODCOCK. 

In a number of sections of the State, probably because of the 
earlier season, woodcock shooting was somewhat better than hereto¬ 
fore, although the number of birds is usually too limited to afford 
good shooting. The sportsmen generally throughout the State I be¬ 
lieve would be pleased to see the Federal authorities accord these 
birds a closed season of about five years throughout the United 
States, and it has been hoped this would be done. It would be use¬ 
less for one or two states to close to these birds with only flight 
shooting and then have the birds thus saved killed off while passing 
through States farther south. 

BLACKBIRDS AND REED-BIRDS. 

Under the earlier season provided for blackbirds many more of 
these birds were killed than any time for a number of years past; 
these birds apparently being present in considerably larger numbers 
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than heretofore, and I am convinced that the judgment of the Legis¬ 
lature in providing an earlier season was most satisfactory not only 
to sportsmen but to persons who during previous years sustained con¬ 
siderable damage to corn, oats, etc. 

Through a ruling of the Secretary of the Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, Washington, the sportsmen of Pennsylvania and adjacent States 
again enjoyed reed-bird shooting. The action taken in this matter 
has done much to restore among sportsmen confidence in the Federal 
authorities having to do with game and wild birds, especially in the 
southeastern portion of the State, where most of the reed-bird shoot¬ 
ing occurs. 


ISSUANCE OF HUNTERS' LICENSES. 


Immediately after the close of the season of 1918 when we found 
that the number of Resident Hunters 7 Licenses issued was 311,290 
and the issuance of Non-Resident Hunters 7 Licenses was 478 with the 
season closed to grouse and thousands of our young men in the 
federal service, we concluded to order and distribute 25,000 more li¬ 
censes and tags than in any previous year, or approximately 350,000 
Resident Hunters 7 Licenses, with such number of Non-Resident 
Hunters 7 Licenses as necessary, the latter being issued from a con¬ 
tinuous supply while the former are printed specifically for each year. 
The demand for licenses and tags far exceeded our most sanguine esti¬ 
mates and County Treasurers soon began placing orders for so 
many additional licenses and tags that the supply of extra tag ma¬ 
terial was quickly exhausted and an additional supply unobtainable 
in sufficient time to be of use this year. After the tag material was 
used up the licenses were printed and distributed without tags and 
the sportsmen asked to* make their own tags from such material as 
might be available, and I want to commend most highly the manner 
in which the sportsmen of the State assisted us by complying with 
our request. 

Present indications are that between 370,000 and 400,000 Resident 
Hunters 7 Licenses were issued, with probably 1,000 to 1,200 Non- 
Resident Hunters 7 Licenses. It is conservatively estimated that there 
are 200,000 men in the State hunting annually without licenses on 
the land whereon they reside and cultivate and immediately adjacent 
lands, and this number added to the licensed sportsmen comprises 
an army of approximately 600,000 men hunting for game in Penn¬ 


sylvania this year. How it is possible for game of any kind to sur¬ 
vive, let alone increase, is a wonder to me. I fear that some of the 
men who cannot understand why game of various kinds is not more 
plentiful do not stop to think that it is entirely unfair to compare 
present conditions with conditions that prevailed twenty-five or more 
years ago when probably not more than 75,000 men in the State 
hunted regularly and a great deal of primitive game cover still re¬ 
mained ; when improved firearms and ammunition of the present day 
type were unknown; when improved highways and automobiles were 
not everywhere present to carry men to and from the best game covers 
of the State ; and before present day methods of developing hundreds 
of wing-shots through trap-shooting organizations everywhere over 
the State. 














This unusually large issuance of licenses in Pennsylvania this year 
is directly attributable to improved game conditions generally and 
to the return of our boys from federal service who had been in the 
habit of hunting as well as hundreds of young men who during fed¬ 
eral service for the first time became interested in the use of firearms. 
In addition to these, the ever-growing trend to out door sports, the. 
coal strike in the bituminous regions of the State, etc., added mate¬ 
rially to the number of hunters,, and I feel confident that as the work 
of the Department is brought more and more prominently before the 
people of the State and game conditions are gradually improved, the 
number of licenses to hunt in Pennsylvania will likewise increase. 

ft v 

In order to avoid delays in having additional licenses printed for 
such counties as may exhaust their original quota, I propose issuing 


a goodly supply to each County Treasurer for 1920, and then have 
printed in consecutive numerical order an additional number of thou¬ 
sands to be held at the office in Harrisburg and sent out quickly to 
such counties as may need same. This extra issuance of license tags 
will not bear a county number, but will instead bear the words 
“Special Issue” and the numbers sent each county necessary will be 
properly recorded in the office at Harrisburg for reference at any 


future time. 

In the addendum to this report we hope to give figures on the li¬ 
censes issued this year. 


HUNTING ACCIDENTS. 

I regret to say that from early reports reaching us it is apparent 
that the number of hunting accidents, both fatal and non-fatal, will 
run considerably higher this year than heretofore. It is of course 
to be expected that because of the larger number of hunters there 
will likely be more accidents, but early reports indicate an unusually 
high percentage this season. The only way I can account for this 
condition is because more inexperienced boys and men are hunting 
than ever before. See addendum for final figures. 

In this connection I would say that many sportsmen throughout 
the Commonwealth agree absolutely with the provisions of a bill in¬ 
troduced in the 1915 Session of the Legislature by Hon, J. G. Dell of 
Huntingdon County providing that whenever a man kills another in 
mistake for game he should be indictable for manslaughter and pro¬ 
secuted accordingly, and I am of the opinion that an act of this sort 
if given plenty of publicity would mean much to the sportsmen of 
the State, as there is positively no excuse for any man to shoot mi- 
other in mistake for game of any kind if reasonable care is exercised. 


GAME PRESERVES. 

The Pennsylvania Game Preserve system continues finding favor 
wherever the plan is presented, while other States are gradually tak¬ 
ing up this method of increasing their native game supply rather than 
depending upon game farms. Up to this time the only worth while 
results have been attained with the ring-neck pheasants, which, from 
the true sportsman’s viewpoint, cannot be compared with any of our 
native game birds. In the territory surrounding each of our Game 
Preserves game conditions are gradually improving, this being es¬ 
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pecially true relative to deer, wild turkeys, ruffed grouse, squirrels, 
etc., the increase in many cases being so phenomenal that persons 
who have not.actually examined into conditions are inclined to doubt 
the statements made relative thereto. On various occasions when ad¬ 
dressing sportsmen I have referred to the increase of deer surrounding 
the Mont Alto Game Preserve, and I have told my audiences that in 
the fall of 1906 but four deer of both sexes and all ages were killed 
in that territory, that during the summer of 1907 the preserve was 
created and stocked during the following winter with twenty-five deer, 
twenty-two does and three bucks, that each year since 1915 the kill of 
legal male deer in that surrounding territory has been approximately 
250 bucks, and that this season will undoubtedly be about 300 to 325 
legal deer. I have noticed sportsmen assume a nonchalant air in¬ 
dicative of “you must show me.” Just as the deer have increased at 
this preserve, so they are increasing at practically every preserve in 
the State. 


During the past year no new sanctuaries of the regular type were 
created, largely because of difficulties experienced in securing proper 
lands under conditions that would justify such action. In the western 
part of the State we have been experiencing practically everything of 
an adverse nature imaginable and since there were no State forest 
lands worth while the only hope of getting preserves in that section 
seemed to lie in either renting or purchasing the necessary lands. 
When the bill authorizing the Game Commission to purchase suitable 
lands out of the Resident Hunters’ License Fund to be set aside and 
used perpetually for Game Preserves was introduced the sportsmen 
of the State at once got behind the proposition and the bill went 
through the Legislature without opposition. Since that time con¬ 
siderable trouble has been experienced in locating the various owners 
of lands that would be suitable for our purpose, or if located it has 
frequently taken many weeks for them to decide upon a price for 
their holdings. Some of them first want to test for oil or gas or 
minerals, so that getting suitable tracts rounded up for purchase has 
proved to be a slow proposition. The death of our* Chief, Dr. Kalbfus, 
who at that very time was going over suitable lands to be purchased 
for this purpose, has also considerably delayed matters along this 
line, but indications now are that two or three suitable tracts can be 
closed up definitely in the near future and several of the tracts now 
under lease can be purchased outright at nominal figures. 

With the twenty-four regular preserves we now have and the ad¬ 
ditional sanctuaries that can I believe be established in portions of 
the Commonwealth where suitable lands are available I see no reason 
why we should not during the coming year increase our sanctuaries 
to a total of forty. 

In addition to these regular game preserves each in charge of an 
officer we now have six Auxiliary State Game Preserves, which tracts 
vary in size from five hundred acres to two thousand acres, and fre¬ 
quently include agricultural as well as brush and forest lands. These 
smaller sanctuaries are especially adapted to preserve and increase 
small game of all kinds and if advantageously placed I am sure will 
very materially assist in solving the question of perpetuating and 
increasing the ruffed grouse, wild turkey, etc. in the portions of the 
Commonwealth where situated. Under the new Auxiliary State 
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Game Preserve law the creation of these sanctuaries is more flexible 
and I am confident many more of these tracts will he offered for the 
use of the Commission for periods of ten to twenty years. 

FEEDING OF GAME. 

While last winter very little feeding of any kind was necessary 
due to the lack of snow, in anticipation of more severe winter weather 
all officers were some time ago instructed to get in touch with sports¬ 
men throughout their respective territories and make arrangements 
to have game of all kinds fed whenever necessary, also to make a 
special effort to trap a number of envoys of quail in the new traps 
supplied last year in order that the birds may he cared for during the 
winter time and properly paired off next spring. Wherever necessary 
the assistance of Special Deputy Game Protectors under pay at a 
reasonable rate will be secured as heretofore to help cover the re¬ 
spective counties thoroughly, and in the portions of the State where 
there are goodly numbers of wild turkeys considerable special as¬ 
sistance will be employed, so that nothing may be left undone in the 
way of supplying food wherever possible. The sportsmen throughout 
the State have in the past rendered splendid assistance in the feeding 
of game of all kinds, and I am sure will do their utmost during the 
present winter If necessary. While most species of game birds and 
animals can survive a most severe winter fairly well without feed, 
still if supplied food they will come through in better condition and 
produce more young with far more stamina than would otherwise be 
possible, so that the feeding of game birds and animals will at all 
times be a profitable expenditure of time, energy and money. 

BOUNTIES. 

The people throughout the Commonwealth Interested in bounties 
are very much pleased with the new system for the payment of boun¬ 
ties and the increase in the bounties for the weasel and the wild cat 
is without question causing people to take more interest in killing 
these game destroyers than heretofore. There has always been room 
for doubt as to whether or not the reward or bounty was any addi¬ 
tional inducement over and above the inborn desire of all hunters 
and farmers to kill game and poultry destroyers, or whether many of 
the animals classed as vermin would not be caught in traps set for 
the purpose of securing furs regardless of the bounty offered. To a 
certain degree both these positions are correct and the offering of a 
reward does not cause the destruction of any additional animals in 
many such cases, but on the other hand I am thoroughly convinced 
t t c h o s > r 1 i is an incentive to put forth a special effort to catch 
animals on which a bounty is offered. Only recently I personally ac¬ 
companied a man around his trap line where traps had been set 
almost exclusively for wild cat, and whenever this trapper found a 
weasel was working on his bait he also judiciously placed a weasel 
trap and in this way annually catches many weasels that the average 
trapper would not bother about were it not for the bounty. 

In some portions of the State I find trappers dislike that feature 
of the new bounty law compelling the sending of all skins to Harris¬ 
burg for examination at the time the affidavit is sent, but when it is 
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explained that this was done to safeguard their interests and to keep 
unscrupulous individuals from stealing their money through false 
claims they are entirely satisfied. All valuable furs are returned by 
insured mail, and the same identical skins we receive are returned in 
each case to the claimant, and I believe that after a time this dissatis¬ 
faction will be entirely overcome. At any rate, the prompt payment 
of claims under the present system from our office and the increase 
in certain bounties will far overbalance the inconvenience of sending 
skins to Harrisburg. The amount now being paid out in bounties 
daily varies from four hundred dollars to seven hundred dollars and 
extra help is necessary to handle the large volume of work until the 
rush season is over the latter part of March. From time to time we 
still have men who try to collect bounty money fraudulently. All 
claims that appear unreasonable are promptly investigated by a 
capable officer and then finally disposed of after receiving a com¬ 
plete report in each such case. If attempts are made to collect money 
fradulently prosecutions follow forthwith, there having been about 
six such cases during the past year which were successfully prose¬ 
cuted to a satisfactory conclusion. Only several days ago we re¬ 
ceived the skins of four grey squirrels with the flesh side out, the 
hair on the tails clipped and blackened with either stove or shoe 
polish, and the edges of the fur blackened or smudged, which the 
man in his affidavit swore were weasels and that they had been killed 
on certain specifically named dates, which dates ’ happened to be 
prior to the opening of the season for squirrels. This case is being 
investigated and prosecution will follow promptly. We are also re¬ 
ceiving almost daily one or more “wild cats'" belonging to the various 
breeds familiarly known as Maltese, Angoras, etc., which in the great 
majority of cases I believe are sent us in good faith by persons, igno¬ 
rant of the species necessary to secure the bounty. While hunting 
they find these animals in the forests far from any place of habitation 
and take it tor granted they are wild cats or else they would not be 
in that place. No prosecutions have in the past been brought in 
such claims as those killing such animals have been doing God's ser¬ 
vice for the sportsmen and should be encouraged rather than dis¬ 
couraged. 

In the latter part of this report you will find a detailed statement 
of the bounty claims from each county during the past fiscal year, 
also a statement showing the claims passed by months which will 
show the months during which our force in the Bounty Division is 
compelled to work both early and late to keep up with the rush at 
that time. 

* 

11 L i i V 

USE OB' 1 POISON IN DESTROYING VERMIN. 

This method of destroying vermin of various kinds has not been ex¬ 
tensively employed and lias been used mostly in the game sanctuaries 
of the State. When used elsewhere it lias been placed with extreme 
care well hack from habitation so that dogs or other domestic 
animals in their proper place would not be destroyed, and then it has j 
been placed in dens, hollow logs, etc., in a vehicle "that will decompose 
quickly unless taken. No poison of any kind except strychnine is per¬ 
mitted, which from numerous experiments does not injure such game 
birds as might find and eat same. 
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Tlie use of poisoned corn for the destruction of surplus crows by 
our representatives has proved most satisfactory with no injurious 

results to beneficial birds of any kind. 

A number of complaints have reached the office during the past 
year about what was purported to be the improper and outrageous 
use of poison on the part of our representatives. Each of these com¬ 
plaints has been investigated and in no case was such careless or 
improper use of poison properly chargeable to employees of the De¬ 
partment. I am satisfied that instead individuals who desired to 
reflect upon the work of the Dame Commission saw to it that these 
outrages were committed causing the killing of valuable dogs, etc., 
and that the responsibility was placed upon our officer in that dis¬ 
trict. In other cases I am confident that the antipathy to certain 
hunting dogs in various sections of the Commonwealth caused in¬ 
dividuals of low repute to place poison for the specific purpose of 
destroying such dogs. In some parts of the State deer hunters have 
killed every dog that came into their deer hunting territory, while in 
other places the feeling against bird dogs makes it unwise to take 
such dogs into those sections. In still other cases, and probably in 
a great majority of instances where dogs were killed in large numbers 
persons interested in sheep took such steps as in their judgment were 
necessary to protect their flocks, and while all of these practices de¬ 
serve most severe condemnation and were violations of a general 
statute prohibiting the placing of poison outside of buildings, still 
it is absolutely unfair to charge such misdeeds to our employees. A 
number of complaints relative to the destruction of game of various 
kinds through strychnine have beeh carefully investigated without 
any foundation in truth except where in several cases dead opossums 
were found. In one instance a raccoon badly decomposed was found 
and apparently had died from other causes, but in no instance have 
we been able to find trace of a single wild turkey, or ruffed grouse, 
or deer, or squirrel, or rabbit killed through the use of strychnine 
placed for vermin by representatives of the Department. 

It is my intention to follow up closely all complaints of this sort 
as rapidly as they reach us so as to place beyond question the re¬ 
sponsibility where it belongs; at any rate to satisfy myself that our 
officers are not improperly using material of this kind in the destruc¬ 
tion of vermin. 


PURCHASE OF GAME. 

The purchase of game of any kind suitable to Pennsylvania in quan¬ 
tity has always been a difficult matter, and this has been especially 
true recently. This condition was largely due to war conditions, 
scarcity of desirable supplies, etc., but a number of other States that 
during the past two or three years secured revenue through licenses, 
appropriations, etc., for this purpose are withholding permission to 
make shipments out of their State. This has been true in several 
cases where we had placed orders for ring-neck pheasants and the 
shippers were later compelled to sell to their own State game au¬ 
thorities. We have a contract for approximately 150 Michigan white- 
tailed deer to be used in stocking preserves not yet supplied and 
have already secured about 6,000 ring-neck pheasants to be released 
next spring, this being less than half the number contracted for. 
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Rabbits of the cotton-tailed variety are difficult to secure at prices 
within our reach because of the enormous prices received for dead 
rabbits for food purposes, although quite a number have been con¬ 
tracted for, and a Maine shipper believes he can supply upwards of 
two thousand Varying Hares, or snowshoe rabbits. Time alone will 
tell what will result from these orders. 

Approximately one hundred and seventy-five (175) wild turkeys 
have been secured and distributed and if weather conditions permit 
‘we have arrangements made for trapping from one to two hundred of 
* these birds out of large flocks left over in the turkey sections of the 
State and distributing them to places suitable for turkeys. Far better 
results will be secured in this way and at less expense. 

The securing of Bob-white quail from Mexico, the only place where 
they are obtainable at all, is quite a problem. Last winter the Federal 
authorities upon our recommendation that no birds be shipped from 
the border until after February 15th made the importation regula¬ 
tions so stringent that the shippers could not even bring the birds 
over the border until February 15th, with the result that only 1,500 
birds were received out of orders for 35,000 birds. Two of the ship¬ 
pers reported that the drought in Mexico had driven the birds in¬ 
land where because of internal troubles they were unable to secure 
them. This season we again placed large orders for delivery after 
February 15th, but the Washington authorities contrary to our ex¬ 
pectations opened the importation and shipping season December 
1st, whereupon the shippers advised that if we wanted birds we must 
take them as they come through quarantine. In order to get birds 
it was simply a case of letting them make shipments and if the birds 
get along all right permit them to continue; if not, suspend shipments 
until weather conditions are favorable. Up to the time this portion 
of the report is written approximately 2,000 birds have been shipped. 
These birds practically all reached us in first class condition, the 
losses incurred during transit being negligible, but in one lot re¬ 
ceived the birds began dying rapidly a few days after arrival and 
the Washington authorities have suspended shipments until a proper 
investigation can be made because some of the specimens sent them 
were claimed to have quail disease. Recent reports from officers re¬ 
ceiving consignments of these same quail indicate that their birds 
are getting along nicely, some of them not having lost a bird, so that 
my former opinion relative to this quail disease, namely, that it is 
invariably nothing but improper handling that develops this trouble, 
is still my thought on the matter. I firmly believe that this one con¬ 
signment in which heavy mortality occurred immediately after ar¬ 
rival was grossly misused by the express company, that the birds 
were subjected to extreme heat and then extreme cold in rapid suc¬ 
cession, which treatment is sufficient to kill any living creature, 
especially quail. What the outcome of our plans in this direction 
may be I am as yet unable to say. All the birds received are being 
retained in captivity until springtime, so that no harm can possibly 
come to our native birds even though quail disease in a virulent form 
should develop among more of the consignments, which I do not anti¬ 
cipate. 
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re stocking of beaver. 

Your directions to secure sufficient beaver if possible to start a 
colony at each Game Preserve where suitable waters and proper 
food ‘are available is meeting with entire approval among not 
only sportsmen but fishermen as well as the people of the State m 

^tathe course of some investigations I made on a recent trip into 
the northern part of the State I made a special effort to include m 
my itinerary a stop at the preserve near Sizerville, Cameron County, # 
where in 1917 through the courtesy of the State of W isconsm a single 
pair of vonii" beaver were released on East Cowley Run just along¬ 
side the" preserve. I find that these animals were well placed on a 
stream where water conditions are ideal throughout the year and 
where plenty of desirable food is easily available. Up to this time 
they have been working almost exclusively on quaking aspen, but 

have also cut some birch, etc. , 

The pool or dam where the original animals m this colony were 

released was made their temporary home until they had time to 
build a suitable dam about one-half mile down the stream. At this 
point a large dam has been constructed with a rather commodious 
house from outside appearance near the middle where an elevation 
afforded a suitable place for its construction. The breast of the mam 
dam at this point will measure approximately 175 feet by including 
its various curvatures and meanderings and in addition there are a 
number of small auxiliary dams for use in floating in food, building 
etc 

While examining conditions in the vicinity of the permanent dam 
constructed Preserve Keeper Nelson informed me that about a mile 
down the stream there had been some work on a new dam this fall but 
that he had been keeping people away from the beaver workings as 
much as possible so the animals would not be disturbed and had him¬ 
self refrained from going near. The weather had been very cold for 
a few days prior to my visit and it so happened that the very next 
day a special officer who was assisting us control conditions in that 
section came down an old tramroad on the opposite side of the hollow 
from the preserve line near the middle of-the day while the sun was 
shining brightly and had the good fortune to see five young beavers 
feeding and sporting about in the water at the new dam mentioned. 
At a safe distance I later made an investigation and found on one 
side of the main dam an excellent winter home and a number of aux- 
iliarv dams in additions to the main dam, so that this colony is 

*y 

thriving nicely. 

Since the people in that part of the State have learned about the 
colony of beaver established at that sanctuary Mr. Nelson lias not 
lacked visitors, especially during the summertime; as there have been 
hundreds of people there to see the results of this restocking and are 
carrying back glowing reports of the work of the Commission. The 
interest manifested has caused the Keeper to wish for more beaver 
rather than deer, which latter animals have not yet been stocked at 
that place in such numbers as we desire. 

One hundred beaver have been ordered from the Dominion of Can¬ 
ada, only four pairs of which could be delivered this fall due to 
weather conditions, but we are assured that the balance of the con¬ 
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tract will be filled this coming spring. Six of the animals received 
have been released on the Hickory Run Preserve in Carbon County 
and the other two were released on a stream along the eastern side of 
our Jamison City Preserve in Sullivan County, two additional pairs 
to be shipped to the latter place to fill the allotment for that pre¬ 
serve. In addition to the beaver ordered from Canada several west¬ 
ern States have kindly granted us permission to secure a limited num¬ 
ber without charge provided we can make satisfactory arrangements 
to have the animals trapped. Up to this time we have been unable 
to make such arrangements, although as soon as the weather opens 

UP 11 ex - spring I am hoping to conclude contracts for the trapping of 
some of these animals. & 

Restocking with beaver will again restore a desirable wild life 
asset to the fauna of Pennsylvania that will merit the approval of 
the people of the Commonwealth in general. Through the construc¬ 
tion of their dams excellent breeding places for trout are supplied 
thus improving fishing conditions ,materially since the beaver is a 
vegetable feeder and not detrimental to trout. These dams will 
also help to conserve the flow of water so badly needed throughout 
the Commonwealth. Under the present law the killing of a beaver 
is punishable by a penalty of $100.00 and under the protection we are 
able to accord these animals as well as the protection thev will un¬ 
doubtedly receive through public sentiment they will rapidly in¬ 
crease and in due course of time the Legislature will no doubt pro¬ 
vide proper legislation permitting the trapping of a fixed number 
annually under a special license. 

RECEIPT FOR GAME FOR STOCKING PURPOSES. 

Complaints that individuals have from time to time received game 
fi om our limited supply distributed through Game Protectors with 
the specific understanding that the lands on which such game is 
placed shall either be open to hunting for that game bv all legitimate 
sportsmen or else entirely closed, and later posted their lands to 
trespassing and hunted for such game themselves or permitted their 
special fiiends to hunt for same to the exclusion of other legitimate 
sportsmen have reached us at various times. It is needless to say 
that men who will secure game purchased from the sportsmen’s money 
and apply same to their personal use cannot properlv be classed as 
sportsmen. However, when confronted with this question there is 
usually a flat denial of any such specific understanding with the 
officer tnrough whom the game was secured, and in order to avoid 
misundeistanding of this sort in the future a form of receipt lias 
been prepared and supplied to all Game Protectors which must be 
filled out and signed before game of any sort will be supplied. This 
receipt contains the specific stipulation that the lands will be either 
open to hunting for such game by all legitimate sportsmen or else 
entirely closed for a term after which hunting will be permitted. 
This signed receipt must be filed with the distribution report cover¬ 
ing each species of game and if necessary will be produced to prove 
to their fellows the type of sportsmen such individuals actually are. 
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SONG AND INSECTIVOROUS BIRDS. 

More people are constantly taking an interest in the song and 
insectivorous birds of the State and seeing to it that they are pro¬ 
tected at all times, fed when necessary, supplied with nesting boxes, 
etc. in order to not only make life more comfortable for our litt e 
feathered friends but to give them an opportunity to perform the 
utmost service possible to humanity. Data collected ciunng t e pas 
year convinces me that we have more beneficial birds with us each 
year and while we are called upon from time to time to prosecute 
persons killing birds, the law relative to this question on the whole 

is being obeyed splendidly. , 

The special educational work relative to the value of the litework 
of birds carried on in the schools of the State is producing a geneia- 
tion of bird conservationists that will surely bear fruit in years to 
come. We are now preparing to accomplish as much of this educa¬ 
tional work as possible through our entire field organization as well 
as to encourage teachers, civic bodies, Boy Scout organizations, 
sportsmen’s organizations, bird clubs, Audubon societies, etc., to do 
their utmost in bringing this subject forcibly to the attention of 
the school children of the Commonwealth in any manner they may 
be reached. In communities where this work lias oeen carried on 
systematically for a number of years it is as unsafe to openly kill a 
beneficial bird as it is to kill a highly prized pet dog. In either case 
the little folks would make it mightily unpleasant for the perpe¬ 
trator. The bird boxes and fruit and berry trees planted for the birds 
in many communities bear mute evidence of the interest our men 
and women of tomorrow are taking in this work. 

ENFORCEMENT OF FISH LAW. 

During the past year our officers have assisted the Department of 
Fisheries in the enforcement of the Fish Law wherever such action 
did not interfere materially with their work as Game Protectors. 
Our work along this line is appreciated by the Commissioner of Fish¬ 
eries and the law-abiding fishermen of the State, and the sportsmen 
give their entire approval to our action in this direction. By so 
doing we are also creating a wholesome respect for the. Game Law 
and frequently breaking up practices that would lead to similar viola¬ 
tions under that law. 

In pursuance to your action at the July meeting data has. been col¬ 
lected on the various nursery streams in the immediate vicinity of 
our Game Preserves and will in the near future be supplied to the 
Commissioner of Fisheries in order that steps may be taken to close 
to fishing such waters as may properly be classed as nursery waters 
only. The Commissioner of Fisheries is pleased to have this co¬ 
operation and has not previously taken steps to close such nursery 
waters because of lack of necessary field assistance to post and guard 
the streams so closed. This difficulty will be overcome by having the 
Preserve Keepers look after these matters. 

FOREST FIRES. 

While all of our salaried field officers are regularly appointed 
Fire Wardens so they will have power to call help to their assistance 
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m case of a forest fire, this power was rarely needed during the past 
year as. we fortunately had but few forest fires to contend with in 
comparison to former years. The educational work of the Depart¬ 
ment of Forestry, in which we are assisting wherever possible has 
been securing excellent results. Weather conditions were not favor- 

abie to fires during the worst period both last spring and this fall 
which helped very materially. ' ’ 

ENFORCEMENT. OF DOG LICENSE LAW. 

At the request of the Secretary of Agriculture our officers through¬ 
out the State rendered special assistance in securing a proper observ¬ 
ance of the dog license law. The majority of our efforts were directed 
m assisting to secure action upon the part of County Commissioners 
constables, and other police officers rather than assume the burden of 
the actual enforcement of the law, although in many cases our 
officeis under the special direction of the Secretary of*Agriculture 
secured the necessary evidence and became the prosecutors in order to 
set an example and have the people understand that this law must be 
ooeyed. I am glad to say also that in those portions of the State 
where this dog license law was most strictly enforced we had a very 
marked increase of rabbits this year so that our co-operation in this 
direction has been beneficial to the game interests of the State as 
well as the agricultural and stock-raising interests. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Taking the work of the Department in general since the time the 
first funds secured through the Resident Hunters’ License Act became 
available to our use on June 1st, 1915, I am confident all fair-minded 
sportsmen will agree we have made very decided progress and that 
we at this time have that work in far better condition than ever be¬ 
fore possible. If favorable comments from sportsmen residing in 
other States are to be taken as a criterion, as w T ell as the ever in¬ 
creasing number of Non-Resident Hunters’ Licenses issued, Pennsyl¬ 
vania holds an enviable position today in her wild life conservation 
work. 

Our monthly prosecution report is meeting with entire approval 
among the sportsmen of the State and our mailing list to those in¬ 
terested is constantly growing. We are from time to time importuned 
to place more monthly publications on the work of the Department 
before the public, many sportsmen feeling that we should have a De¬ 
partmental magazine or bulletin published and distributed monthly 
either from funds now available to our use for general educational 
vmrk or else establish such magazine and place it on a self-sustaining- 
basis through a small subscription merely sufficient to bear the actual 
cost of paper, printing and postage. The latter method would permit 
the sale of advertising space to reliable business firms which if neces¬ 
sary would also assist in defraying expenses. Other States that have 
tried this method are securing excellent support in their efforts along 
this line and I am confident we in Pennsylvania could produce very 
. gratifying results in this manner. I present this for such considera¬ 
tion as you may deem advisable at this time. 
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On the following pages you will find statements relative bounties 
paid during the past year, hatching of ring-neck pheasant eggs, ex¬ 
penditures for both the Game Fund and the Bounty Fund during the 
year and balances on hand November 30th, as well as a quarterly 

statement of receipts and expenditures. 

Prior to the date of your meeting I will also have prepared proper 
data relative to game killed, hunting accidents, licenses issued, etc., 
which may be attached and published in the form of an addendum. 


STATEMENT COVERING GAME OF VARIOUS KINDS PUR¬ 
CHASED AND RELEASED, GAME SECURED AND HELD 
FOR LIBERATION SPRING OF 1920, AND GAME CON¬ 
TRACTED FOR, BETWEEN DECEMBER 1, 1918, AND NO¬ 
VEMBER 30,. 1919. 


GAME RELEASED : (In addition to game held per 1918 Report). 

Wild Turkeys, . o A™ 

Ring-neck Pheasants, . •••••*. .. -i T aao 

Ring-neck Pheasant eggs (See detailed report below), . 14 

Rabbits (Cotton-tail), .• • • • .. ^4 

Varying hares (Snow-shoe rabbits), . 

Quail, Bob-white, . ‘!!!!! 11! 11; ’ 186 

Quail, Gambel, .* o 

nr» • ••»•••*•****** ^ 

GAME a pTJRCHASED AND DELIVERED' (Held for liberation this 

coming Spring). o 070 

Ring-neck Pheasants, .. • • • • • • * * • *■ • • y • * • * GVi * * ’ 

GAME PURCHASED OR CONTRACTED FOR TO RE DELIV ERED : 

(Prior to July 1, 1920). 4 ,- 4 ) 

Deer, . ho 

Wild Turkeys, . o AH 

Ring-neck Pheasants, . or k 4 n 

Rabbits, . V ()()() 

Varying hares, ... ok’ non 

Quail, Bob-white, ... 1 ’ oaa 

Quail, Gambel, . 

Pox Squirrels, . 

Beaver .... 

GAME ORDERED FOR RELEASING SPRING OF 1921. 

Ring-neck Pheasants, . -JAR 


+ 


V 
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DATA COVERING THE HATCHING AND REARING OF RING- 
NECK PHEASANTS, FROM EGGS SECURED SPRING OF 
1919. 


Game Protector. 

Address. 

• 

02 

tuo 

CJ 

6 

No. hatched. 

1 

No. birds released. 

James H. Carpenter, _ _ 

Chester, Box 842, _ ___ 

310 

■ 

13S 

97 

Warren Fretz, -_ 

Doylestown , 

350 

157 

70 

J S, Re in art, . _.. 

Box 191, Lansdale, _ _ 

850 

302 

219 

Norman M. W 7 ood ,___ 

Box 553, Coatesville, _ 

350 

159 

56 

Samuel A Feene, 

Christiana, ____ _ 

350 

175 

55 

Chas. F. Fenstermaker, _— 

Reading, 239 N. 11th, _ ___ _ 

850 

151 

37 

James D Uftfli’y, _ 

SI a timrtnn, 

200' 

108 

53 

Rush Ff Ritters, _ . .. _ 

Easton, 627 Ferry St., __ _ __ 

150 

93 

52 

Wni . H M erring, . .. . 

East Stroudsburg, 

200 

95 

27 

Sidney N. Brink, ___ 

Hawley, _ _ . _ __ __ 

150 

66 

26 

W T arren F. Simrell, _ 

H all stead 

250 

152 

82 

Wiliam Armeman, ..... ... 

Scranton R743 S. Main, 

350 

95 

47 

H Bennett Hale, 

Dallas, 

350 

53 

15 

JamPS L. Boyle, 

Man eh Chunk, _ .. 

272 

161 

83 

A1 hert F. H art wig, ... 

Tamaqna, . 

400 

222 

87 

Wm T,, Thanh, 

Newmanstown, 

250 

125 

27 

peter F. Yale, 

York, __ ...____ _ 

350 

250 

169 

Jas, R Rightner, . 

Harrisburg 619 P'efTer, . 

300 

53 

26 

Oh as D Marlenfort, 

Shamokin, _ _ . _ _ __ 

300 

139 

95 

Harry W 7 - Miller, 

R E. D. No. 3, Blooms burg, _ 

150 

129 

74 

Rrorl R YanOrman, 

ReR ays ville. _ _ _ _____ 

454 

101 

58 

R G r Hoyt, 

Tioga, _ _ ____ ____ 

164 

78 

33 

Joseph Smith, 

Money, _____ 

2G0 

100 

No 





data 

CHins, R Rraneher. 

Hartleton, _ _ __ ___ 

250 

152 

58 

John J. Slautterback,__ 

Lewistown, 214 Logan, _ _ __ __ 

300 


71 

S Maurice Shuler, 

1 iv'U’poo], , ... 

250 

140 

51 

Warren W- 5^ ell, 

Carlisle, _ _ _ _ _ __ 

309 

149 

41 

Gny R Td'nn, 

Cash town . . 

250 

190 

66 

Ray O Rim Trie, 

Dry Ron . .. 

400 

283 

82 

.To]-|n W. Rnmgardrier, 

Trough Creek. .... .... 

200 

37 

27 

Charley Rateheler, ... 

Philipsburg, ___ ___ _ 

200 

82 

82 

Grant St.nnt, 

Renovo .. . . 

200 

109 

28 

Wm F r Hamilton, ... _ 

Galeton. ~ -. 

150 

89 

0 

Wilbur F. Dale, __ 

Madera * - - _ - - - 

150 

105 

15 

Rem C?, Ale, . 

Bell wood .. 

300 

204 

115 

Eli Ritchey, 

Everett __ -- _ _ __ 

150 

70 

7 

Harvy F. Rittner, 

Meyersdale, ___ _____ 

300 

145 

105 

F R Rodp-ers, 

Johnstown.______ 

300 

177 

139 

Iddo M. Lewis! _ 

AT arch and. ________ 

250 

125 

27 

Henry Hilton, 

PUnxsutawney, _ _ -_- __ 

250 

158 

102 

E. W Turley, 

Weed ville. _ _ ___- _ _ 

150 

79 

ii 

T,, F Hoga rth 

Smethnort. - __-___- 

149 

88 

16 

Elmer L. Pilling, __ 

Garland, Box 248, - 

200 

90 

26 

Charles F Emick. 

Tionesta. _._ - _ __,_ 

150 

71 

42 

H N. Fenstamaker. 

Clarion. ___ _ _ _ 

201 

99 

33 

Daniel M. Slagle 

New Bethlehem, _ _ _ _ _ 

150 

47 

29 

H. R. Armbrust, Jr., _ 

R. F. D. No, 6, Greensburg,- 

302 

129 

66 

C. R. Williams 

Fairchance. __- __ 

302 

123 

88 

Jos P Kennedy 

Monongaheia, _ _ __ _ ___ 

300 

61 

19 

James Sutton Jr. 

Pittsburgh 3350 5th Ave.,_- _- 

350 

164 

84 

R L Seager. 

Am bridge. _ _________ 

250 

83 

23 

Josenh M. Curts. 

Butler. __ _ __ 

300 

113 

70 

Henrv J Sines 

New Castle,__ __ _ — 

150 

64 

42 

Wm J Dickson 

Greenville. - _ _- _ 

200 

No 

No 




data 

data 

Herbert L Beattv 

Franklin. __ ____ _ 

250 

85 

38 

.T H Redmond 

Meadville. _ _- -- __ 

250 

146 

92 

Alex A McDonald 

Erie 324 E. 0th,___ _ 

250 

144 

66 

Totals, 


14,603 

7,103 

'3,250 

Cost of 14,668 ring-neck phes 

isant eggs, --- 


; 

>3,035 50 

Cost of expressage on pheasant eggs, - 



70 54 




$3,106 04 

Approximate cost of each bird reared and released, -—- 



$0 96 
















































































































































































VERMIN KILLED BY GAME PRESERVE KEEPERS IN PRESERVES AND SURROUNDING TERRITORY 

DURING YEAR DEG. 1, 1918, TO NOV. 30, 1919, INC. 
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STATEMENT BY MONTHS OF BOUNTY CLAIMS ALLOWED 
ON NOXIOUS ANIMALS FROM DECEMBER 1, 1918. TO 
NOVEMBER 30, 1919, INCLUSIVE. 


Month. 


Fox. 


Wildcat. 


I 

Grey. 


December, 
January, 
February, 
March, __ 

April, _ 

May, .... 

June, _ 

July, - 

Aug-ust, _ 
September, 
October, _ 
November, 


84 

465 

140 

1,211 

6r 

1,001 

84 

1,072 

18 

238 

19 

82 

3 

76 

2 

33 

5 

27 

1 

28 

8 

51 

11 

190 


Total, _ 

Recertified claims paid by 
this Department, _ 

Grand total, _ 


442 


f 


4,474 


Red. 


618 

1,416 

921 

681 

211 

88 

67 

89 

19 

17 

26 

143' 


4,246 


Mink. 


1,306 

1,521 

911 

814 

218 

46 

26 

39' 

39 

54 

32 

183 


6,189 


Weasel. 


4,525 
6,818 
4,418 
4,444 
1,675 
1, C15 
1,361 
1,660 
1,778 
1,537 
1,858 
3,296 


34,625 


Amount. 


$8,501 

14,433 

9,575 

9,268 

3,199 

1,515 

2,a52 

3,147 

3,436 

3,025 

3,758 

7,345 


$69,254 

36 


$69,290 


SUMMARY SHEET OF BOUNTY CLAIMS ALLOWED ON NOX¬ 
IOUS ANIMALS DURING THE YEAR OF DECEMBER 1ST, 
1918, TO NOVEMBER 30TH, 1919, INCLUSIVE. 



Wildcat. 

Fox. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Dollars. 

Grey. 

Red. 

Adams, _ _ 

0 

105 

4 

16 

532 

924 

Allegheny, _ 

0 

16 

2 

7 

152 

249 

Armstrong, _ __ 

2 

19 

12 

123 

781 

1,233 

Beaver, _ _ 

0' 

3 

18 

51 

63 

162 

Bedford, _ _ 

O 
< • 

29 

96 

147 

m 

2,149 

Berks, _ _ 

1 

36 

48 

26 

512 

911 

Blair, _ __ 

1 

62 

86 

54 

299 

768 

Bradford, _ ... 

ID 

167 

183' 

217 

1,451 

2,594 

Bucks, __ _ 

0 

70 

17 

30 

605 

1,014 

Butler, _ _ _ 

0 

0 

24 

140 

1,256 

2,034 

Cambria, _ __ _ 

0 

71 

69 

143 

357 

873 

Cameron, _ _ 

24 

16 

40 

33 

95 

407 

Carbon, _ _ __ 

4 

18 

9 

17 

111 

249 

Centre, __ 

14 

159 

206 

44 

634 

1,699 

Chester, _ _ 

0 

12 

15 

47 

434 

627 

Clarion, __ __ _ ... 

2 

4 

87 

155 

976 

1,819 

Clearfield, _- _ . . 

7 

62 

134 

145 

775 

1,573 

Clinton, _ 

38 

133 

103 

19 

174 

942 

Columbia, ____ 

7 

47 

19 

76 

(595 

1,130 

Crawford, _—_ - 

2 

4 

23 

279 

1,479 

2,284 

Cumberland, _— 

4 

108 

13 

6 

466' 

874 

Dauphin, __ _ 

0 

91 

15 

2 

307 

642 

Delaware, __ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

SO 

Elk, _ __ _ 

29 

27 

88 

83 

362 

900 

Erie, _ _ _ _ 

0 

0 

31 

311 

1,228 

1,945 

Fayette, --- - 

13 

132 

33 

56 

207 

723 

Forest, --- 

11 

2 

147 

104 

300 

792 

Franklin, _ _ _ 

2 

189 

24 

12 

483 

1,122 

Fulton, ___ 

4 

143 

11 

95 

278 

769 

Greene, __ _ 

0 

0 

4 

3 

107 

138 

Huntingdon, - - 

9 

267 

81 

56 

525 

1,458 

Indiana, _ _ _ _ _ 

1 

62 

15 

171 

725 

1,223 

Jeiferson, -' - 

10 

9 

108 

161 

807 

1,546 

Juniata, _ 

16 

99 

21 

16 

261 

724 

Lackawanna, - 

3 

54 

50 

71 

245 

590 

Lancaster, ____ 

0 

14 

10 

9 

494 

709 
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SUMMARY SHEET OF BOUNTY CLAIMS ALLOWED ON NOX¬ 
IOUS ANIMALS DURING THE YEAR OF DECEMBER 1ST, 
1918, TO NOVEMBER 30TH, 1919, INCLUSIVE—Concluded. 




Lawrence, -*- 

Lebanon, - 

Lehigh, - 

Luzerne, - 

Lycoming, - 

McKean, - 

Mercer, _ 

Mifflin, _ 

Monroe, -- 

Montgomery, - 

Montour, _ 

Northampton, - 

Northumberland, - 

Perry, __ 

Philadelphia, - 

Pike, -- 

Potter, - 

Schuylkill, - 

Snyder, - 

Somerset, - 

Sullivan, - 

Susquehanna, - 

Tioga, --- 

Union, __ 

Venango, - 

Warren, -*- 

Washington, - 

Wayne, - 

Westmoreland, - 

Wyoming, - 

York, -- 


Re-certified claims paid by 
this Department, —- 

Grand total, - 


Wildcat. 

Fox. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Dollars. 

Grey. 

Red. 

0 

13 

12 

32 

315 

464 

O' 

10 

10 

3 

165 

255 

0 

14 

9 

9 

276 

419 

8 

112 

44 

92 

807 

1,495 

21 

108 

170 

87 

735 

1,677 

19 

14 

176 

158 

1,186 

1,950 

O' 

0 

3 

168 

846 

1,317 

5 

158 

83 

48 

265 

918 

14 

50 

76 

128 

475 

1,054 

0 

19 

3 

6 

298 

424 

0 

2 

0 

0 

' - 149 

186 

1 

31 

5> 

21 

199 

362 

1 

46 

3 

8 

289' 

536 

5 

147 

33 

8 

518 

1,109 

0 

O' 

O' 

0 

3 

4 

31 

96 

73 

63 

159 

755 

39 

23 

261 

98 

1,116 

2,110 

1 

115 

23 

34 

371 

805 

1 

43 

47 

10 

372 

776 

1 

227 

107 

226' 

533 

1,619 

9 

29 

138 

85 

345 

827 

2 

228 

140 

131 

670 

1,639 

16 

69 

2521 

95 

826 

1,749 

3 

33 

22 

17 

122 

300 

1 

5 

91 

141 

738 

1,296 

13 

11 

190 

234 

1,109 

1,955 

O' 

3 

55 

18 

175 

343 

16 

111 

197 

143 

583 

1,491 

4 

139 

67 

117 

525 

1,235 

14 

102 

68 

79 

485 

1,053 

0 

36 

42 

5 

857 

1,305 

442 

4,474 

>4,246 

5,189 

34,625 

$69,254 






36 












$69,290 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Covering period from December 1st, 1918, to November 30. 1919, 

Inclusive. 


GAME PROTECTION AND PROPAGATING FUND: 
Balance in State Treasury Dec. 1st, 1918, . 


$293,451 00 


DEPOSITS: , 

One-half net revenue from Resident Hunters’ Licenses 

placed in this fund during above fiscal year, ... $176,130 98 
Revenue from Non-Resident Hunters’ Licenses de¬ 
posited in this fund, . 7.026 90 

Portion of penalties, costs, etc., deposited with this fund 

as provided by law, .. 18.235 98 

--- 201,393 86 

Total, ...$494,844 92 


DISBURSEMENTS : 

Salaries of Game Protectors, including general office 


force, ..... $87,304 64 

Expenses of Game Protectors etc. 61,713 81 

Salaries and expenses of Special Deputy Game Pro¬ 
tectors employed during the open season, . ‘ 12,741 78 

Salaries of Game Preserve Keepers, . 20,157 50 

Expenses of Game Preserve Keepers, purchase and 
erection of telephones, buildings, supplies, etc., 

for twenty-four preserves, . 16,907 03 

Game purchased and distributed. 28,115 60 

Grain and feed purchased for feeding game, .... 3,658 42 

Expenses in caring for game, . 783 03 

Expressage on game, etc., . 4,208 53 

Advertising the closing of counties, . 469 59 

Bounties paid on dogs killed while chasing deer, . . 185 00 

Attorney fees, . 317 00 

Postage, . 1,207 80 

Purchase of automobiles and accessories, upkeep of 
automobiles and purchase and upkeep of motor 

boats, ...... 11,702 06 

One-third compilation of Game, Fish and Forestry 

Laws, . 100 00 

Miscellaneous, . 791 18 

Money in bank, . 81 06 


250,444 03 


Balance in this fund November 30th, 1919, 



NOTE : It will be noted that there is a difference between the above distribution 
and the amount given in the quarterly statement of our books attached. This is 
because a portion of our funds were drawn by direct requisition, while the amounts 
appearing in the quarterly statement cover only advancements for which settlement 
is later made with the Auditor General. 
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I >(} ^ BaTiUice hf^Bounty Fund on December 1st 1918, . $265,779 S4 

One-half net revenue from Resident Hunters Li- 

censes placed in this fund during the fiscal year, $176,159 98 
Portion of penalties, costs, etc., deposited with this 

fund as provided for by law, ... • 10 ,loo 68 

Re-deposits of checks sent out by State Treasurer 

and returned undelivered,.. ol ° aJ - ^ 


Total, 


$452,638 90 


DISBURSEMENTS: ' „ 

Bounties from December 1st, 1918, to November 
30th, 1919, inclusive, per detailed list attached to 

this report, .; v :. 

Salaries, employees of Bounty Division, . 

Additional amount paid during fiscal year In reim¬ 
bursing counties for bounties paid under the Act of 
July 25th, 1913, audited and paid under the Act 
of June 19, 1917, (making a grand total paid for 
bounties during 1913, 1914 and a part of 1915 of 

$287,465.00), . 

Postage, ... 

Signagraph, for use in signing Bounty checks, .... 


$69,254 00 
5,530 32 


1,906 50 
1,424 20 
250 00 


78,865 02 


Balance in this fund November 30th, 1919, . $374,323 88 


NOTE: The balances as of November 30th, 1919, given in the Game Protection 
and Propagation Fund and the Bounty Fund may differ slightly from the balances 
appearing on the books of the State Treasurer on the same date because of vouchers 
in course of settlement. 


QUARTERLY STATEMENT. 


December 1st, 1918 to February 28th, 1919. 


DR. 

To balances from last quarter, . $4,188 23 

To warrants on appropriation* . 28,000 00 

To penalties and costs collected, . 11,607 79 

To proceeds of guns sold, . 333 00 

To proceeds of taxidermists’ licenses, . 37 00 

To proceeds of ferret owners’ licenses, . 14 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, . * 9 00 

To proceeds of ordinary licenses, . 1 00 

To proceeds of Special licenses, .. 3 00 


CR. 

By deposits in State Treasury, .. $12,004 79 

By expenses during quarter, . 25,490 25 


$44,191 02 


37,495 04 


Balance, March 1st, 1919, 


$6,695 98 


March 1st, to May 31st, 1919. 


DR. 

To balance from last quarter, . $6,695 98 

To warrants on appropriation, . 19,000 00 

To penalties and costs collected, . 12,662 13 

To proceeds of guns sold, . 669 75 

To proceeds of taxidermists’ licenses, . 15 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, . 5 00 

To proceeds of ferret owners’ licenses, . 4 00 

To proceeds of ordinary licenses, . 3 00 

To proceeds of special licenses, . 2 00 


$39,056 86 


41 


CR.. 

By deposits in State Treasury, . $13,360 88 

By expenses during quarter, .. ... 19.595 91 

-- 32,956 79 

Balance June 1st, 1919, . $6,100 07 

June 1st to August 31st, 1919. 

r DR. 

To balance from last quarter, . $6,100 07 

To warrants on appropriation, . 19,500 00 

To penalties and costs collected, . 8,652 77 

To proceeds of guns sold, . 268 50 

To proceeds of taxidermists’ licenses, ... 6 00 

To proceeds of ferret owners’ licenses, . 5 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, .. 3 00 

- $34,535 34 

CR. 

By deposits in State Treasury, . $8,935 27 

By expenses during quarter, . 20,315 97 

- 29,251 24 

Balance, September 1st, 1919, . $5,284 10 

September 1st to November 30th, 1919. 

DR. 

To balance from last quarter, . $5,284 10 

To warrants on appropriation, . 24,500 00 

To penalties and costs collected, . 13,667 24 

To proceeds of guns sold, . • 318 75 

To proceeds of taxidermists’ licenses, . 47 00 

To proceeds of ferret owners’ licenses, . 25 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, .. 7 00 

To proceeds of non-resident licenses, . 220 00 

-- $44,119 09 

CR. 

By deposits in State Treasury, .. $14,334 99 

By expenses during quarter, . 25,882 72 

--- 40,217 71 

Balance, December 1st, 1919fi . $3,901 38 


Respectfully submitted, 

SETH E. GORDON, 

Acting Secretary, Game Commission. 
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ADDENDUM. 


Harrisburg, Pa., January 7, 1920. 

As a matter of information we give below data . covering game 
killed and hunting accidents during the hunting season of 1919, also 
data available to date covering the number of Resident and Non- 
Resident Hunters’ Licenses issued for 1919. All of this data has 
been perfected since the drawing of my report to the Game Commis¬ 
sion. Attention is called to the fact that the final returns from 
County Treasurers covering licenses issued in 1919 have not been 
completed and the complete final returns may somewhat increase the 
figures given, but it is believed that the data below given on game 
killed and hunting accidents is authentic and as complete as it is 
possible to secure same. I am confident the figures on game killed 
are in each case below the actual kill, as there are a number of game 
birds and animals killed of which our respresentatives obtain no 
knowledge. 

GAME KILLED SEASON OF 1919. 


Number . 

Kind. 

Estimated 
Weight 
of Each. 

Total 

Weight. 

2,913 

472 

Tp* n 1 lYialp dcpr _ _ _ ____ 

130 lbs . 

378,695 lbs. 

Hpar _ _ _ _____ 

200 lbs . 

94,400 lbs. 

2,719,879 

439.108 

34,038 

5,181 

287,001 

15,658 

46,819 

575 

27,768 

-7Q 714 

Rabbits -- _____ — _ _ 

2 lbs. 

5,439,758 lbs. 

Wmiirrpls _ _ ___ 

1 lb. 

439,106 lbs. 

Raccoons _ . ___ __ _ ___ 

8 lbs. 

272,288 lbs. 

W i]rl trnrfe'PVR _ , _ ___—_ — 

12lbs. 

64,762 lbs. 

Rtlflod p-roilfi". _ _ -- 

lj lbs. 

430,501 lbs. 

T?ir» p’-tippIt nhp^sfuits. _ _ _ 

8 lbs . 

46,974 lbs. 

Virginia on nil - _ - - - 

6 oz. 

17,369 lbs. 

TTTimrsrinn mini! r»T TV a tL rid ETC. _ _ 

10 oz. 

359 lbs . 

Wnn rlpnr-V - - — 

6 oz. 

10.413 lbs. 

TCt!H fprfnwl _ _ , 

2 lbs. 

57,428 lbs. 

, i Jl A 




HTHpI wMp*ht 


7,252,048 lbs. 


Podneorl bn tnus PHlIRlst - _ - 


3,626 tons 





The above does not include 23,786 shore birds of various kinds nor 175,030 blackbirds killed. 
There were also 119 male fawns and 207 doe deer illegally killed during the season. 


HUNTING ACCIDENTS. 



1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

TP fit _ 

23 

30 

28 


85 

Non-fatal accid c nts. _ __ 

119 

102 

75 

4S 

128 








HUNTING LICENSES ISSUED. 



1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 (As 
of Jan. 8, 
1920) 

Rpsirlcnl _ _____ 

262,355 

532 

230,422: 

662 

315,474 

588 

311,290' 

478 

393,697 

1,128 

Non-Resident. __ _ _ 



Respectfully submitted, 

SETH E. GORDON, 

Acting Secretary, Game Commission. 









































































































































